
santiago chile travel guide

Santiago, Chile travel guide: Nestled in a valley surrounded by the breathtaking Andes mountains,

Santiago is a vibrant metropolis that blends rich cultural heritage, modern architecture, and stunning

landscapes. This travel guide will equip you with all the essential information needed to explore

Santiago, from its historical sites to its culinary delights, ensuring you make the most of your visit.

Getting There and Getting Around

Arrival in Santiago

Santiago is served by the Comodoro Arturo Merino Benítez International Airport (SCL), which is

located about 15 kilometers from the city center. From the airport, you have several options for

transportation:

- Airport shuttle: Several companies offer shared shuttle services to various parts of the city.

- Taxi: Traditional taxis and ride-sharing services like Uber and Cabify are readily available.

- Public transport: The new metro line connects the airport to the city, making it a convenient option for

budget travelers.

Public Transport in Santiago

Santiago boasts an extensive public transport system that includes buses and a metro network. Here

are some key points to keep in mind:

1. Metro: The Santiago Metro is efficient, clean, and safe. With seven lines, it covers most of the city



and operates from 6 AM to 11 PM.

2. Buses: The Transantiago system connects various neighborhoods and is a cost-effective way to

travel. A Bip! card is required for bus travel and can be purchased at metro stations.

3. Biking: Santiago is becoming more bike-friendly, with several bike lanes and rental services

available throughout the city.

Where to Stay

Santiago offers a wide range of accommodations to suit every budget. Here are some popular

neighborhoods to consider:

- Bellavista: Known for its bohemian atmosphere, Bellavista is a trendy area filled with bars,

restaurants, and street art. It’s a great choice for those looking to experience Santiago’s nightlife.

- Lastarria: This charming neighborhood is known for its artsy vibe, with galleries, theaters, and the

historic Mercado de Lastarria. It’s also conveniently located near the city center.

- Providencia: A more upscale neighborhood, Providencia offers a mix of residential and commercial

areas, with parks, shopping centers, and great dining options.

- Las Condes: Ideal for business travelers or those seeking luxury, Las Condes features high-end

hotels and is close to shopping malls and corporate offices.

Top Attractions

Santiago is filled with must-see attractions that reflect its rich history and culture. Here are some

highlights:



1. Plaza de Armas

The heart of Santiago, Plaza de Armas is surrounded by historic buildings, including the Metropolitan

Cathedral and the Central Post Office. It’s a lively place to relax, people-watch, and take in the local

culture.

2. Cerro San Cristóbal

For stunning panoramic views of the city and the Andes Mountains, hike or take the funicular up to

Cerro San Cristóbal. The hill is also home to the iconic statue of the Virgin Mary and the beautiful

Parque Metropolitano.

3. La Moneda Palace

The seat of the Chilean government, La Moneda Palace is an architectural gem. Visitors can take

guided tours to learn about its history and significance, as well as the events that shaped the nation.

4. Museo Nacional de Bellas Artes

Art enthusiasts will appreciate the National Museum of Fine Arts, which houses an impressive

collection of Chilean and international art. The museum is located in a beautiful building within the

Parque Forestal.

5. Mercado Central



For a taste of local cuisine, visit Mercado Central, a bustling market famous for its fresh seafood and

traditional Chilean dishes. Don’t miss trying the ceviche or the iconic “paila marina” (seafood stew).

Food and Drink

Chilean cuisine is diverse and flavorful, influenced by the country’s geography and history. Here are

some culinary experiences you shouldn’t miss:

Traditional Dishes

- Empanadas: These stuffed pastries come with various fillings, including meat, cheese, and seafood.

- Pastel de Choclo: A traditional corn pie made with a base of ground meat, olives, hard-boiled eggs,

and topped with a layer of corn purée.

- Asado: A barbecue tradition that features various cuts of meat, often accompanied by a selection of

salads and side dishes.

Where to Eat

- Bocanáriz: A wine bar and restaurant in the Lastarria neighborhood, offering a fantastic selection of

Chilean wines paired with delicious dishes.

- Los Pinguinos: A family-owned restaurant in the Mercado Central, famous for its seafood and friendly

service.

- Liguria: A popular eatery known for its casual atmosphere and traditional Chilean fare.



Activities and Experiences

Santiago offers a plethora of activities and experiences for all types of travelers. Here are some

suggestions:

1. Wine Tours

Chile is renowned for its wine, and the nearby Maipo Valley is home to some of the country’s best

vineyards. Consider taking a guided wine tour to learn about the wine-making process and sample

some exceptional local varieties.

2. Day Trips

Santiago’s location makes it an excellent base for day trips. Here are a couple of popular options:

- Valparaíso: A colorful coastal city known for its steep hills, vibrant street art, and unique architecture.

It’s about a 1.5-hour drive from Santiago.

- Cajón del Maipo: A stunning natural area located just outside the city, perfect for hiking, hot springs,

and enjoying the breathtaking Andes scenery.

3. Cultural Events

Santiago is a hub for cultural events throughout the year. Check local listings for festivals, concerts,

and exhibitions. The city’s vibrant arts scene often features performances in theaters and public

spaces.



Tips for Travelers

To make your trip to Santiago smooth and enjoyable, consider the following tips:

1. Language: While many people in the tourism industry speak English, learning a few basic Spanish

phrases can enhance your experience.

2. Safety: Santiago is generally safe, but like in any major city, be aware of your surroundings and

keep an eye on your belongings, especially in crowded areas.

3. Weather: Santiago experiences a Mediterranean climate, so pack accordingly. Summers (December

to February) can be hot, while winters (June to August) are mild and rainy.

4. Local Etiquette: Chileans are known for their friendly demeanor. A simple greeting and a smile can

go a long way in making connections with locals.

Conclusion

Santiago, Chile, is a dynamic city that offers a blend of history, culture, and natural beauty. Whether

you’re exploring the bustling markets, tasting delicious local cuisine, or taking in stunning views of the

Andes, Santiago has something for everyone. With this travel guide in hand, you’re well-equipped to

embark on an unforgettable adventure in one of South America’s most captivating capitals. Enjoy your

journey!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best time to visit Santiago, Chile?

The best time to visit Santiago is during the spring (September to November) and fall (March to May)

when the weather is mild and pleasant.



What are the must-see attractions in Santiago?

Must-see attractions in Santiago include Plaza de Armas, Cerro San Cristóbal, the Museum of Memory

and Human Rights, and the vibrant Bellavista neighborhood.

How can I get around Santiago efficiently?

Santiago has an extensive public transportation system, including the Metro, buses, and taxis. The

Metro is often the quickest way to navigate the city.

What local dishes should I try in Santiago?

When in Santiago, try traditional dishes like Pastel de Choclo, Empanadas, and Asado. Don't forget to

taste the local wines and pisco!

Is Santiago a safe city for tourists?

Santiago is generally safe for tourists, but it is advisable to stay vigilant, especially in crowded areas

and when using public transport.

What are some day trips from Santiago?

Popular day trips from Santiago include visiting the Andes mountains for skiing, the wine regions of

Maipo Valley, and the coastal city of Valparaíso.

What cultural experiences can I enjoy in Santiago?

Cultural experiences in Santiago include visiting local art galleries, attending a performance at the

Teatro Municipal, and exploring the city's street art scene.

Where can I find the best shopping in Santiago?

For shopping, head to neighborhoods like Providencia and Las Condes, or visit the malls such as

Costanera Center and Parque Arauco.



What should I know about the local currency in Santiago?

The local currency is the Chilean Peso (CLP). Credit cards are widely accepted, but it's useful to have

some cash for smaller purchases.

Are there any local customs or etiquette tips for visitors to Santiago?

When in Santiago, greet people with a friendly 'hola' and a smile. It's also polite to say 'gracias' after a

service. Tipping around 10% in restaurants is customary.
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