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SAS Certification Prep Guide: Base Programming for SAS 9 is an essential resource for anyone looking to
validate their skills in SAS programming. The certification not only demonstrates proficiency with SAS
software but also enhances career opportunities for data analysts, statisticians, and data scientists. This
guide is tailored to prepare candidates for the SAS Certified Base Programmer for SAS 9 exam, covering the
fundamental concepts, programming techniques, and best practices needed to succeed.

Understanding the SAS Certification Landscape

SAS (Statistical Analysis System) certification is a globally recognized credential that signifies expertise in
SAS programming and analytics. The Base Programmer certification is particularly valuable for those who
work with data management, data manipulation, and statistical analysis.

What is the SAS Certified Base Programmer for SAS 9 Exam?

The SAS Certified Base Programmer for SAS 9 exam assesses an individual’s ability to:

- Access and manage data
- Create and manipulate SAS datasets
- Write SAS programs to perform data analysis
- Generate reports and output results
- Utilize SAS functions and procedures

The exam is designed to evaluate practical skills through real-world scenarios, ensuring that candidates can
apply their knowledge effectively.

Importance of SAS Certification

Obtaining SAS certification can lead to numerous benefits for professionals in the analytics field:

1. Career Advancement: Certification can set candidates apart in a competitive job market and may lead to
promotions and higher salaries.
2. Credibility: SAS certification demonstrates a commitment to professional development and a deep
understanding of SAS software.
3. Networking Opportunities: Certified professionals often gain access to exclusive SAS communities and
events, enhancing their professional network.
4. Skill Validation: The certification provides a tangible way to validate skills and knowledge, giving
employers confidence in a candidate’s abilities.

Exam Structure and Format

Understanding the structure of the exam is crucial for effective preparation.

Exam Details

- Number of Questions: The exam typically consists of 60 multiple-choice questions.



- Duration: Candidates have 120 minutes to complete the exam.
- Passing Score: The passing score may vary, but it generally falls around 70%.

Topics Covered in the Exam

The exam covers a wide range of topics, including:

1. Accessing Data: Understanding how to read and write data from various sources (e.g., text files,
databases).
2. Data Manipulation: Techniques for sorting, filtering, and transforming datasets.
3. Data Analysis: Utilizing SAS procedures to analyze data and generate insights.
4. Data Presentation: Creating reports and graphical representations of data.
5. SAS Functions: Familiarity with various functions available in SAS for data processing.

Preparation Strategies

Effective preparation is key to passing the SAS certification exam. Below are some strategies to consider:

Study Materials

1. Official SAS Certification Prep Guide: Utilize the SAS Certification Prep Guide: Base Programming for SAS 9,
which provides comprehensive coverage of exam topics.
2. SAS Documentation: Familiarize yourself with the official SAS documentation and user guides. These
resources are invaluable for understanding the software's capabilities.
3. Online Courses: Consider enrolling in SAS training courses that focus on Base SAS programming. Many online
platforms offer structured learning paths.

Practice Tests

Taking practice exams can significantly enhance your preparation:

- Simulate Exam Conditions: Use practice tests to mimic the exam experience, including time constraints.
- Identify Weak Areas: Analyze your performance on practice tests to identify topics that require further
study.
- Familiarity with Question Format: Practice tests often reflect the format and style of the actual exam,
helping you become accustomed to the questions.

Hands-On Experience

Gaining practical experience with SAS is essential:

- Working on Projects: Engage in real-world projects that require SAS programming. This hands-on experience
reinforces theoretical knowledge.
- Utilizing Sample Data: Use sample datasets to practice data manipulation, analysis, and reporting. The SAS
software comes with example datasets that can be useful for practice.
- Join SAS Communities: Participate in SAS user groups and online forums. Engaging with the community can
provide insights, tips, and support from fellow learners.



Key Concepts to Master

To excel in the exam, candidates should have a solid understanding of key concepts:

Data Step and PROC Step

- Data Step: This is where data is created and manipulated. Understanding how to use DATA statements, INPUT
statements, and SET statements is crucial.
- PROC Step: Procedures (PROCs) are used for analysis and reporting. Familiarize yourself with commonly used
procedures, such as PROC PRINT, PROC SORT, and PROC MEANS.

Data Types and Formats

- Understanding Data Types: Know the difference between numeric and character data types.
- Formats and Informats: Learn how to apply formats and informats to data for better readability and
understanding.

Functions and Operators

- SAS Functions: Master commonly used functions such as SUM, MEAN, and COUNT.
- Operators: Understand arithmetic, relational, and logical operators to manipulate and compare data
effectively.

Exam Day Tips

As you approach the exam day, consider the following tips:

1. Rest and Prepare: Ensure you get adequate rest the night before the exam and prepare all necessary materials
in advance.
2. Arrive Early: Give yourself plenty of time to arrive at the exam center or log in to the online exam portal.
3. Read Questions Carefully: Take time to read each question thoroughly before answering. Pay attention to
keywords that indicate what is being asked.
4. Manage Your Time: Keep an eye on the clock and pace yourself to ensure you have enough time to answer all
questions.

Conclusion

In summary, the SAS Certification Prep Guide: Base Programming for SAS 9 serves as a comprehensive resource
for anyone looking to pass the SAS Certified Base Programmer for SAS 9 exam. By understanding the exam
structure, utilizing effective study strategies, mastering key concepts, and preparing adequately, candidates
can enhance their chances of success. SAS certification not only validates your skills but also opens doors
to a multitude of career opportunities in data analytics and beyond. With diligence and the right resources,
you can confidently approach the exam and take a significant step forward in your professional journey.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the SAS Certification Prep Guide for Base Programming for SAS 9?

The SAS Certification Prep Guide for Base Programming for SAS 9 is a resource designed to help candidates
prepare for the SAS Base Programmer certification exam. It covers key concepts, programming techniques, and
best practices in SAS programming.

What topics are covered in the SAS Certification Prep Guide?

The guide covers a variety of topics including data manipulation, data analysis, SAS programming syntax,
creating and managing data sets, and generating reports using SAS.

How can I effectively use the SAS Certification Prep Guide to study?

To effectively use the guide, read through each chapter thoroughly, complete the practice exercises, review the
example code, and take notes on key concepts. Additionally, use the practice exams provided to assess your
understanding.

What is the format of the SAS Base Programmer certification exam?

The SAS Base Programmer certification exam typically consists of multiple-choice questions covering various
topics related to SAS programming, including data manipulation, SQL, and reporting techniques.

How long is the SAS Base Programmer certification exam?

The exam usually lasts for 2 hours and consists of approximately 60 multiple-choice questions.

Is prior experience with SAS necessary to pass the certification exam?

While prior experience with SAS can be beneficial, the SAS Certification Prep Guide provides comprehensive
coverage of necessary topics. Candidates with a solid understanding of programming concepts and dedication
to studying can succeed without extensive prior experience.

What are some recommended study strategies for the SAS Base Programmer
exam?

Recommended strategies include creating a study schedule, practicing with sample questions, participating in
study groups, and utilizing online resources or forums for additional support.

Can I retake the SAS Base Programmer certification exam if I fail?

Yes, candidates can retake the exam if they do not pass. However, there may be a waiting period before you can
register for another attempt.

Are there any prerequisites for taking the SAS Base Programmer
certification exam?

There are no formal prerequisites for taking the SAS Base Programmer certification exam, but familiarity with
basic programming concepts and SAS software is recommended.



Where can I find additional resources to prepare for the SAS Base
Programmer certification?

In addition to the SAS Certification Prep Guide, you can find additional resources on the SAS website, including
online courses, webinars, and community forums where you can ask questions and share experiences with other
candidates.
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