
sat grammar cheat sheet

SAT Grammar Cheat Sheet: Understanding the nuances of grammar is essential for achieving a high score
on the SAT. The SAT Writing and Language section tests your ability to recognize and correct
grammatical errors, improve sentence structure, and understand the conventions of standard written
English. This cheat sheet will provide a comprehensive overview of the key concepts you need to master
for the SAT grammar portion, ensuring you have the tools to succeed on test day.

Key Components of SAT Grammar

The SAT grammar section is designed to assess various aspects of language usage and mechanics. Here are
the main areas you need to focus on:

1. Subject-Verb Agreement

One of the fundamental rules of English grammar is that subjects and verbs must agree in number. Here
are some key points to remember:

- Singular subjects require singular verbs.
- Example: The cat runs quickly.

- Plural subjects require plural verbs.
- Example: The cats run quickly.

- Compound subjects connected by "and" usually take a plural verb.
- Example: The dog and the cat are friends.

- When subjects are connected by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the nearer subject.
- Example: Either the teacher or the students are responsible.

2. Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement

Pronouns must agree in number and gender with the nouns (antecedents) they refer to. Here’s how to
ensure pronoun-antecedent agreement:

- Singular antecedents take singular pronouns.
- Example: Each student must submit his or her paper.



- Plural antecedents take plural pronouns.
- Example: All students must submit their papers.

- Be cautious with collective nouns (e.g., team, group). They can be singular or plural depending on
context:
- Example: The team is winning (singular) vs. The team are arguing among themselves (plural).

3. Verb Tense Consistency

Maintaining consistent verb tense throughout a sentence or paragraph is crucial. Here’s what to keep in
mind:

- Choose a primary tense (past, present, future) for your narrative and stick to it unless there is a reason to
shift.
- Example: She was walking to the store when she sees her friend. (Incorrect)
- Correct: She was walking to the store when she saw her friend.

- Use the correct tense for actions occurring at different times.
- Example: I will eat dinner after I finish my homework.

4. Sentence Structure

Understanding sentence structure will help you identify errors related to fragments and run-ons. Here’s
what to remember:

- Complete sentences must have a subject and a verb and express a complete thought.
- Example: Although it was raining. (Fragment)
- Correct: Although it was raining, we went for a walk.

- Run-on sentences occur when two independent clauses are incorrectly connected. Use a comma and a
conjunction, a semicolon, or separate them into two sentences.
- Example: I love to read I have many books. (Run-on)
- Correct: I love to read; I have many books.

5. Punctuation

Proper punctuation is vital for clarity and meaning. Here are some key punctuation rules:



- Commas: Use them to separate items in a list, after introductory phrases, and before conjunctions in
compound sentences.
- Example: I bought apples, oranges, and bananas.

- Semicolons: Use them to connect closely related independent clauses.
- Example: I have a big exam tomorrow; I can’t go out tonight.

- Colons: Use them to introduce lists or explanations.
- Example: You need to bring three things: a pencil, paper, and a calculator.

- Apostrophes: Use them for contractions and to show possession.
- Example: It’s a nice day. (It is) vs. The dog’s leash is red.

Common Errors to Watch For

In the SAT grammar section, certain errors frequently appear. Familiarize yourself with these common
pitfalls:

1. Misplaced Modifiers

Modifiers should be placed next to the word they are supposed to modify. Misplaced modifiers can lead to
confusion or absurdity.

- Example: She almost drove her kids to school every day. (Implies she did not drive them.)
- Correct: She drove her kids to school almost every day.

2. Dangling Modifiers

A dangling modifier occurs when the word being modified is not clearly stated in the sentence.

- Example: After reading the book, the movie was a disappointment. (Implies the movie read the book.)
- Correct: After reading the book, I found the movie to be a disappointment.

3. Redundant Phrasing

Avoid redundancy by eliminating unnecessary words or phrases that repeat the same idea.



- Example: The reason is because... (Redundant)
- Correct: The reason is...

4. Incorrect Word Choice

Ensure you choose the correct word based on the context. Homophones (words that sound the same but
have different meanings) can often trip you up.

- Example: Their going to the concert. (Incorrect)
- Correct: They’re going to the concert.

Strategies for the SAT Grammar Section

When approaching the SAT grammar questions, consider these strategies:

1. Read the Entire Sentence

Rather than focusing on individual words or phrases, read the entire sentence to understand its context.
This will help you identify errors related to meaning and structure.

2. Eliminate Clearly Wrong Answers

If you can quickly identify an answer that is clearly incorrect, eliminate it. This increases your chances of
choosing the correct answer, even if you have to guess.

3. Pay Attention to Context

Consider the tone and style of the passage when answering questions. Sometimes, a grammatically correct
answer may not fit the overall context of the passage.

4. Practice with Real SAT Questions

Familiarity breeds confidence. Practice with real SAT questions to get a sense of the types of grammar



issues that are commonly tested.

Conclusion

The SAT grammar cheat sheet provided above encapsulates the essential rules and strategies needed to
excel in the grammar portion of the SAT. By understanding the key components of grammar, recognizing
common errors, and employing effective test-taking strategies, you can significantly enhance your
performance on the SAT Writing and Language section. Remember, consistent practice and a solid grasp of
grammar rules are your best allies in achieving your desired score. Good luck!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a SAT grammar cheat sheet?
A SAT grammar cheat sheet is a concise reference guide that summarizes key grammar rules and concepts
tested on the SAT exam, helping students quickly review important topics.

What are the main topics covered in a SAT grammar cheat sheet?
Main topics typically include subject-verb agreement, verb tense consistency, punctuation rules, sentence
structure, and common grammatical errors.

How can a SAT grammar cheat sheet improve my writing skills?
Using a SAT grammar cheat sheet can help you identify and correct common grammatical mistakes,
enhance your understanding of proper sentence structure, and ultimately lead to clearer and more
effective writing.

Is it beneficial to use a SAT grammar cheat sheet during the exam?
While you cannot use a cheat sheet during the SAT, studying from one beforehand can significantly
improve your performance by familiarizing you with grammar rules and increasing your confidence.

Where can I find a reliable SAT grammar cheat sheet?
Reliable SAT grammar cheat sheets can be found in study guides, SAT prep books, educational websites,
and online tutoring platforms that specialize in standardized test preparation.
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