
scarlett o hara character analysis
Scarlett O'Hara character analysis reveals a complex and multifaceted
individual whose journey in Margaret Mitchell's "Gone with the Wind"
resonates with themes of survival, ambition, and transformation. Set against
the backdrop of the American Civil War and Reconstruction, Scarlett
epitomizes the struggle of a Southern belle grappling with the loss of her
privileged lifestyle while showcasing her relentless drive to reclaim her
world. This article delves into the various dimensions of Scarlett's
character, exploring her motivations, relationships, and the evolution she
undergoes throughout the narrative.

Background and Context

To fully understand Scarlett O'Hara, it is essential to consider the social
and historical context of the American South during the Civil War era. Born
into a wealthy plantation family in Georgia, Scarlett's life is initially
characterized by privilege and security. However, as the war disrupts the
social order, Scarlett's understanding of her identity and the world around
her begins to shift dramatically.

The Impact of War on Scarlett

- Loss of Stability: The war strips away Scarlett's comfortable lifestyle,
forcing her to confront the realities of survival.
- Transformation of Values: Initially shallow and self-centered, Scarlett's
experiences during the war compel her to reevaluate her priorities and
ambitions.

Personality Traits

Scarlett O'Hara is a character defined by a blend of contrasting traits.
These characteristics not only make her relatable but also deepen her
complexity.

Strength and Resilience

One of Scarlett's most defining traits is her strength. Despite facing
numerous challenges, including the death of loved ones and the destruction of
her home, she consistently demonstrates resilience.



- Determination: Scarlett's unwavering determination to survive and thrive is
evident when she famously declares, "As God is my witness, I will never be
hungry again." This moment encapsulates her fierce resolve and unwillingness
to succumb to despair.
- Adaptability: Throughout the novel, Scarlett adapts to changing
circumstances, from managing the family's plantation to navigating the
complexities of her relationships.

Selfishness and Manipulation

While Scarlett's strength is admirable, her selfish tendencies often lead to
morally ambiguous decisions. Her manipulative nature surfaces in various
relationships, particularly with the men in her life.

- Use of Charm: Scarlett frequently employs her beauty and charm to get what
she wants, such as when she pursues Ashley Wilkes despite knowing he is
engaged to another woman.
- Emotional Manipulation: Scarlett's relationships with Rhett Butler and
other characters often involve emotional manipulation, showcasing her
willingness to prioritize her desires over the feelings of those around her.

Relationships

Scarlett's relationships play a pivotal role in shaping her character and
driving the narrative forward. Each significant relationship highlights
different aspects of her personality and motivations.

Ashley Wilkes

Scarlett's infatuation with Ashley serves as a lens through which her
romantic ideals and insecurities are revealed.

- Unattainable Love: Scarlett's obsession with Ashley represents her desire
for a world that no longer exists—one of gentility and stability.
- Conflict of Interests: Despite her feelings for Ashley, Scarlett's actions
often contradict her professed love, leading to a sense of inner conflict and
disillusionment.

Rhett Butler

Rhett Butler, the dashing and cynical blockade runner, serves as both a foil
and a complement to Scarlett.



- Challenge to Scarlett's Norms: Unlike other suitors, Rhett sees through
Scarlett's facade and challenges her to confront her true self, pushing her
to grow beyond her romantic fantasies.
- Complex Dynamic: Their tumultuous relationship reflects themes of power,
love, and loss. While Rhett represents the harsh realities of life,
Scarlett's idealism often clashes with his pragmatism.

Family and Friends

Scarlett's relationships with family and friends also contribute to her
character development.

- Melanie Hamilton: Melanie serves as a moral compass for Scarlett. Their
friendship, rooted in mutual respect and loyalty, contrasts with Scarlett's
often ruthless behavior.
- The O'Hara Family: Scarlett's interactions with her family reveal her
struggles with loyalty, tradition, and the expectations placed upon her as a
woman in Southern society.

Character Evolution

Scarlett O'Hara's character undergoes significant evolution throughout the
narrative, transitioning from a self-absorbed girl to a more complex and
nuanced woman.

Initial Stages: The Spoiled Belle

At the beginning of the novel, Scarlett embodies the archetype of a Southern
belle—spoiled, self-centered, and oblivious to the realities outside her
plantation life.

- Focus on Appearances: Her initial motivations are often superficial,
centered around social status and romantic pursuits.
- Rejection of Reality: Scarlett is initially in denial about the
implications of the war, clinging to her old life and values.

The Turning Point: Crisis and Adaptation

The war and its aftermath serve as a catalyst for Scarlett's transformation,
forcing her to confront her limitations and adapt to her new circumstances.

- Emergence of Strength: As she faces adversity, Scarlett's latent strength
begins to surface, revealing her ability to take charge of her destiny.



- Pragmatic Choices: Scarlett learns to make pragmatic decisions, such as
managing the family plantation and securing her future, demonstrating her
growth.

The Final Stages: A Complex Woman

By the end of the novel, Scarlett is a more complex character, grappling with
the consequences of her actions and the reality of her choices.

- Realization of Loss: Scarlett's journey culminates in a poignant
realization of what she has lost—her family, her friends, and her innocence.
- Determination to Move Forward: Despite her losses, Scarlett's resolve to
rebuild her life reflects her enduring spirit. Her famous closing line, "I'll
think about it tomorrow," encapsulates her refusal to succumb to despair.

Conclusion

Scarlett O'Hara's character is a rich tapestry of contradictions and
complexities that reflect the tumultuous era in which she lives. Through her
strength, resilience, and flaws, Scarlett emerges as a symbol of survival and
transformation. Her relationships with those around her, especially Ashley
and Rhett, illustrate her internal struggles and growth. Ultimately,
Scarlett's journey is one of self-discovery, as she learns to navigate a
world forever altered by war and loss. As readers, we are left with a
profound understanding of a woman who, against all odds, refuses to give up
on her dreams and desires, making her a timeless and compelling character in
American literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the defining traits of Scarlett O'Hara's
character in 'Gone with the Wind'?
Scarlett O'Hara is characterized by her strong will, determination, and
resourcefulness. She is fiercely independent, often displaying a manipulative
side, yet she also reveals vulnerability and depth as the story progresses.

How does Scarlett O'Hara's social status affect her
character development?
Scarlett's status as a Southern belle initially grants her certain privileges
and confidence. However, as the Civil War disrupts her life, her social
standing diminishes, forcing her to adapt and evolve, showcasing her



resilience and survival instincts.

In what ways does Scarlett O'Hara embody the themes
of love and obsession?
Scarlett's love for Ashley Wilkes is obsessive and often leads her to make
questionable decisions. Her pursuit of him highlights her inability to see
love realistically, contrasting with her pragmatic approach to other
relationships, particularly with Rhett Butler.

How does Scarlett O'Hara's relationship with Rhett
Butler influence her character arc?
Rhett Butler serves as both a foil and a catalyst for Scarlett's growth.
Their tumultuous relationship challenges her notions of love and
independence, ultimately forcing her to confront her own flaws and desires,
contributing significantly to her character development.

What role does resilience play in Scarlett O'Hara's
character analysis?
Resilience is a central theme in Scarlett's character. Despite facing
numerous personal and social challenges, she continuously adapts and
perseveres, illustrating her strength and tenacity in the face of adversity.

How does Scarlett O'Hara represent the changing
South during and after the Civil War?
Scarlett embodies the struggle and transformation of the South. Her refusal
to accept defeat and her relentless pursuit of wealth and status reflect the
broader societal changes, highlighting themes of survival and adaptation in a
post-war context.

What is the significance of Scarlett O'Hara's
selfishness in her character portrayal?
Scarlett's selfishness often drives her actions, leading to conflict with
others. This trait is significant as it reveals her flaws and complexities,
making her a more relatable and multifaceted character, as she navigates her
desires and the consequences of her choices.

How does Scarlett O'Hara's character challenge
traditional gender roles of her time?
Scarlett challenges traditional gender roles through her assertiveness and
independence. Unlike typical female characters of her era, she actively
pursues her desires, defies societal expectations, and takes charge of her



destiny, making her a pioneering figure in literature.
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