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Schooner from Windward: Two Centuries of Hawaiian Interisland Shipping has played a
pivotal role in shaping the economic and cultural landscape of Hawaii. The rich history of interisland
shipping reflects not only the navigational skills of the Hawaiian people but also the evolution of
maritime trade in the Pacific. This article delves into the origins, development, and significance of
the schooner as a vital component of Hawaiian interisland shipping over the past two centuries.

The Origins of Interisland Shipping in Hawaii

The practice of interisland shipping in Hawaii dates back to the early Polynesian settlers who arrived
in the islands around 1,500 years ago. These early navigators used double-hulled canoes, known as
wa‘a, to traverse the open ocean, transporting goods and people between islands.

- Early Transportation Methods:
- Double-hulled canoes (wa‘a)
- Outrigger canoes for fishing and trade

As European contact increased in the late 18th century, new ship designs and technologies began to
influence Hawaiian shipping practices. The introduction of the schooner—a vessel characterized by
its two or more masts with the foremast shorter than the mainmast—revolutionized interisland
transport.

The Rise of the Schooner in the 19th Century

By the 19th century, schooners became the preferred vessel for interisland shipping due to their
speed, agility, and ability to navigate Hawaii's challenging waters. They were particularly important
for transporting goods such as:

- Sugar and Pineapple: The growth of the sugar industry in the late 1800s created a demand for
efficient shipping methods to move products between islands.

- Cattle and Livestock: Schooners facilitated the transportation of livestock, contributing to the
burgeoning ranching industry.

- Cultural Goods: The exchange of cultural items and local produce became easier, fostering
connections between the islands.

The use of schooners dramatically changed the economic landscape of Hawaii, allowing for
increased trade and communication between islands.



The Development of the Interisland Shipping Industry

As the demand for interisland shipping grew, so did the number of schooners operating in Hawaii.

Key Players in the Shipping Industry

Several prominent shipping companies emerged during the 19th and early 20th centuries, each
contributing to the expansion of interisland shipping:

1. Hawaiian Commercial & Sugar Company (HC&S): Founded in 1870, this company played a
significant role in the sugar trade and utilized schooners for transporting sugar to markets.

2. Thrum's Guide: Published in the late 1800s, this guide provided vital information about shipping
routes, contributing to the efficiency of interisland transport.

3. Matson Navigation Company: Established in 1882, Matson began to dominate the shipping
industry and introduced steamships, marking the transition from traditional sailing vessels to
modern shipping methods.

Types of Schooners and Their Features

Schooners varied in size, design, and purpose. Some of the notable types included:

- Fishing Schooners: Smaller vessels designed for fishing and local trade.

- Cargo Schooners: Larger ships specifically built to carry goods, often featuring multiple masts for
enhanced cargo capacity.

- Passenger Schooners: Designed to accommodate travelers, these vessels provided a vital link
between islands for both commerce and tourism.

The adaptability of schooners allowed them to serve various roles within the interisland shipping
network, making them indispensable to Hawaii's economy.

The Impact of Modernization on Interisland Shipping

The advent of steam-powered vessels in the late 19th century marked a significant turning point for
Hawaiian interisland shipping. While schooners were still in use, steamships began to dominate the
industry due to their reliability and speed.

Challenges Faced by Traditional Schooners

As the shipping industry modernized, traditional schooners faced several challenges:

- Competition from Steamships: The introduction of steam vessels made shipping faster and more
efficient, leading to a decline in the use of traditional schooners.



- Economic Pressures: The post-World War II era brought about significant changes in trade routes
and shipping demands, further reducing the reliance on schooners.

- Environmental Regulations: New regulations aimed at protecting marine environments began to
impact traditional shipping practices.

Despite these challenges, the legacy of the schooner in Hawaiian interisland shipping remains
significant.

The Cultural Significance of Schooners

Beyond their economic impact, schooners have left a lasting cultural imprint on Hawaii. They
symbolize the spirit of exploration and the interconnection of the islands.

Preservation of Maritime Heritage

Efforts to preserve the history and heritage of sailing vessels in Hawaii include:

- Educational Programs: Many organizations offer workshops and courses on traditional navigation
and sailing techniques.

- Restoration Projects: Historic schooners are being restored to promote awareness of Hawaii's
maritime history and to serve as educational platforms.

- Cultural Festivals: Events celebrating Hawaiian maritime traditions help keep the legacy of the
schooner alive.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Schooners in
Hawaii

The story of the schooner from Windward: Two Centuries of Hawaiian Interisland Shipping is
a testament to the resilience and adaptability of Hawaiian maritime culture. While modern
transportation methods have transformed the shipping industry, the historical significance of
schooners remains an integral part of Hawaii's identity. As we look to the future, it is essential to
honor and preserve this rich heritage, ensuring that the legacy of the schooner continues to inspire
generations to come.

In summary, the journey of interisland shipping in Hawaii—from its Polynesian roots to the era of

schooners and beyond—reflects the islands' unique relationship with the sea and the importance of
maritime trade in shaping their cultural and economic landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the historical significance of schooners in Hawaiian
interisland shipping?

Schooners played a crucial role in the development of interisland trade in Hawaii, facilitating the
movement of goods, people, and culture between the islands, especially during the 19th and early
20th centuries.

How did the design of schooners influence their use in
Hawaii?
The design of schooners, with their two or more masts and a fore-and-aft rig, made them particularly

well-suited for navigating the variable winds and waters of the Hawaiian Islands, allowing for
efficient interisland travel.

What types of goods were commonly transported by schooners
in Hawaii?

Schooners were used to transport a variety of goods, including agricultural products like sugar and
pineapple, as well as fish, lumber, and other essentials that supported local economies.

How did the introduction of steamships affect the use of
schooners in Hawaiian shipping?

The introduction of steamships in the late 19th century began to overshadow schooners due to their
speed and ability to operate regardless of wind conditions, leading to a decline in the use of
traditional sailing vessels.

What cultural impacts did schooner shipping have on
Hawaiian communities?

Schooner shipping facilitated cultural exchange among the islands, helping to spread traditions,
languages, and practices, thereby enriching the diverse cultural tapestry of Hawaii.

Are there any famous schooners associated with Hawaiian
history?

Yes, notable schooners such as the 'Kaimiloa' and the 'Hokule'a' have significant historical value,
with the latter also being a modern replica used for cultural and educational purposes.

What challenges did schooner operators face in Hawaiian
waters?

Schooner operators often faced challenges such as unpredictable weather patterns, navigation
difficulties among the islands, and competition from steam-powered vessels as shipping technology
evolved.



How did the decline of schooner shipping influence Hawaii's
economy?

The decline of schooner shipping led to increased reliance on steamships and later container ships,
which transformed the logistics and economy of Hawaii, shifting focus to faster, more efficient
transport methods.

What modern implications does the history of schooners have
for Hawaiian shipping today?

The history of schooners highlights the importance of sustainable and culturally-informed practices
in modern shipping, as Hawaii continues to balance economic development with the preservation of
its unique maritime heritage.
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