scottish wars of independence
worksheets

Scottish Wars of Independence worksheets are invaluable resources for
educators and students alike, providing a structured way to engage with one
of the most significant periods in Scottish history. The Scottish Wars of
Independence, which spanned from 1296 to 1357, were marked by a fierce
struggle between the Scots and the English crown, highlighting themes of
nationalism, leadership, and resilience. By utilizing worksheets, learners
can delve into the key events, figures, and implications of these wars,
enhancing their understanding and analysis of this tumultuous era.

Understanding the Historical Context

To appreciate the Scottish Wars of Independence fully, it's essential to
understand the historical context that led to this conflict.

Political Background

1. The English Claim to Scotland:

- Following the death of Alexander III in 1286, Scotland faced a succession
crisis. The English King Edward I claimed feudal superiority over Scotland,
which he viewed as a way to extend his influence.

2. The Great Cause:

- In 1290, the Scottish nobles sought a new monarch, leading to the Great
Cause. Various claimants emerged, but Edward I intervened, asserting his
authority, which further incensed Scottish nobles.

3. The Declaration of Arbroath:

- Issued in 1320, this document asserted Scotland's independence and the
right of the Scots to choose their king, becoming a cornerstone of Scottish
identity.

Key Events of the Wars

The Scottish Wars of Independence are marked by several pivotal events, each
of which can be explored through worksheets.



1. The Battle of Stirling Bridge (1297)

- Overview: A major victory for the Scots led by William Wallace against the
English forces.

- Significance: This battle showcased the effectiveness of the Scottish
forces and boosted morale.

2. The Battle of Falkirk (1298)

- Overview: Fought later that same year, this battle was a setback for
Wallace as he faced the English army's longbowmen.
- Impact: Wallace's defeat led to his resignation as Guardian of Scotland.

3. The Rise of Robert the Bruce

- Timeline: Bruce began his campaign for the Scottish crown after Wallace's
defeat, culminating in his own ascension.

- Key Event: The assassination of John Comyn in 1306, which propelled Bruce
into the role of the leader of the independence movement.

4. The Battle of Bannockburn (1314)

- Overview: A decisive battle where Robert the Bruce's forces defeated a much
larger English army.

- Outcome: This victory was instrumental in securing Scottish independence
and solidifying Bruce’s position as king.

Key Figures in the Wars

Understanding the individuals who played significant roles in the Scottish
Wars of Independence can enhance the learning experience.

1. William Wallace

- Background: A knight and leader of the Scottish resistance against England.
- Legacy: Wallace became a national hero and symbol of Scottish freedom.



2. Robert the Bruce

- Background: A nobleman who became King of Scots and led the final phase of
the wars.

- Legacy: His leadership and tactical prowess were crucial to Scotland's
eventual independence.

3. Edward I of England

- Background: Known as "Longshanks," Edward I sought to consolidate his power
over Scotland.

- Legacy: His aggressive policies ignited the wars and led to significant
Scottish resistance.

4. John Comyn

- Background: A rival to Bruce, Comyn was a key figure in the struggle for
Scottish power.

- Legacy: His assassination marked a turning point in the independence
movement.

Educational Benefits of Worksheets

Worksheets focused on the Scottish Wars of Independence offer numerous
educational benefits.

1. Engaging with Primary Sources

- Worksheets can include excerpts from primary sources like the Declaration
of Arbroath, allowing students to analyze historical documents and understand
their significance.

2. Critical Thinking Skills

- Worksheets can pose analytical questions, encouraging students to think
critically about the motivations of key figures and the implications of
events.



3. Collaborative Learning

- Group activities can encourage discussions about different perspectives on
the wars, fostering a collaborative learning environment.

4. Creative Expression

- Students can create timelines or maps, enhancing their understanding of the
geographical and chronological aspects of the conflict.

Worksheet Examples and Activities

Here are some examples of activities and questions that can be included in
Scottish Wars of Independence worksheets.

1. Timeline Creation

- Activity: Students create a timeline of significant events from 1296 to
1357, including battles, treaties, and important political changes.

- Goal: To visualize the sequence of events and understand the cause-and-
effect relationships.

2. Character Analysis

- Activity: Assign students to research key figures and present their
findings in a poster format.

- Goal: To explore the motivations, actions, and legacies of influential
leaders.

3. Debate and Discussion

- Activity: Organize a debate on the effectiveness of Wallace versus Bruce as
leaders of the independence movement.

- Goal: To foster critical thinking and articulate arguments based on
historical evidence.

4. Map Activities

- Activity: Use maps to identify key battle locations and the territorial



changes that occurred during the wars.
- Goal: To connect geographical knowledge with historical events.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Scottish Wars of Independence worksheets serve as a bridge
connecting students with the rich history of Scotland's fight for
independence. By incorporating various activities, educators can foster a
deeper understanding of the political, social, and cultural ramifications of
this era. The use of worksheets not only aids in the retention of historical
facts but also nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative
skills among learners. Engaging with this pivotal chapter in Scottish history
through structured worksheets will empower students to appreciate the
complexities of national identity and the enduring quest for sovereignty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key events covered in Scottish Wars of
Independence worksheets?

Key events typically include the Battle of Stirling Bridge, the Battle of
Falkirk, and the signing of the Declaration of Arbroath.

What age group are Scottish Wars of Independence
worksheets suitable for?

These worksheets are generally suitable for middle school and high school
students studying Scottish history.

What skills do students develop by using Scottish
Wars of Independence worksheets?

Students develop critical thinking, historical analysis, and comprehension
skills by engaging with primary sources and answering related questions.

Are Scottish Wars of Independence worksheets
available for free online?

Yes, many educational websites and history resources offer free downloadable
worksheets on the Scottish Wars of Independence.



How can teachers incorporate Scottish Wars of
Independence worksheets into their curriculum?

Teachers can use these worksheets as part of a lesson plan, for group
activities, or as assessments to evaluate student understanding.

What topics are often included in the discussion
sections of Scottish Wars of Independence
worksheets?

Discussion topics often include the role of key figures like William Wallace
and Robert the Bruce, the impact of the wars on Scottish identity, and the
influence of the wars on modern Scotland.

Can Scottish Wars of Independence worksheets be
adapted for remote learning?

Yes, these worksheets can be easily adapted for remote learning by using
digital platforms for sharing and submitting assignments.
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