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When it comes to maintaining a healthy and lush lawn, homeowners frequently turn to
effective products like Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed. This specialized fertilizer not
only feeds your grass but also helps eliminate pesky weeds that can detract from the
beauty of your yard. Understanding how to properly use this product is essential for
achieving the best results. In this article, we will provide a comprehensive guide on how to
use Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed, including timing, application methods, benefits,
and tips for optimal lawn care.

Understanding Scotts WinterGuard Weed and
Feed

Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is a two-in-one product designed to nourish your lawn
while controlling weeds. It typically contains a blend of nutrients essential for grass health,
including nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium, along with herbicides that target common
lawn weeds such as dandelions and clover.

Benefits of Using Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed

Using Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed provides several advantages for homeowners
looking to maintain a vibrant lawn:

- Dual Action: It feeds your grass while simultaneously controlling weeds, saving you time
and effort.
- Seasonal Use: Formulated specifically for fall application, it prepares your lawn for winter
and ensures healthy growth in the spring.
- Ease of Use: The product is easy to apply, making it accessible for homeowners with
varying levels of gardening experience.

When to Apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and
Feed

Timing is crucial when applying Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed. The ideal period for
application is during the fall, typically between September and November, depending on
your geographical location. During this time, the grass is actively growing while weeds are
beginning to slow down.



Signs It's Time to Apply

- Temperature: Aim for a day when temperatures are between 50°F and 85°F.
- Weed Growth: If you notice weeds starting to take over your lawn, it's time to apply the
product.
- Grass Color: If your grass appears dull or unhealthy, it can benefit from the nutrients in
the product.

Preparation for Application

Before applying Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed, follow these preparatory steps:

1. Mow Your Lawn: Mow your grass to a height of about 2 to 3 inches. This helps the
product reach the soil better.
2. Clear Debris: Remove any leaves, sticks, or debris from your lawn to ensure even
coverage.
3. Check Weather Conditions: Wait for a day without rain in the forecast. Ideal conditions
are dry but not excessively windy.

Application Instructions

Applying Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed can be done using a broadcast or drop
spreader. Here’s a step-by-step guide:

Step 1: Measure Your Lawn Area

Determine the square footage of your lawn to know how much product you need. Measure
the length and width of your lawn and multiply these figures to find the total area.

Step 2: Calculate Product Quantity

Refer to the product label for the recommended application rate. Typically, one bag covers
about 5,000 square feet, but this may vary. Make sure to adjust based on your lawn size.

Step 3: Set Up Your Spreader

- Broadcast Spreader: Set the spreader to the recommended setting on the bag's
instructions for the type of spreader you are using.
- Drop Spreader: Adjust the opening to the appropriate width based on the product label.



Step 4: Apply the Product

1. Start at the Edge: Begin at the edge of your lawn and work your way in, applying the
product in uniform passes.
2. Overlap Slightly: Ensure each pass overlaps slightly to avoid unintentional gaps in
coverage.
3. Avoid Spillage: Make sure not to spill the product on sidewalks or driveways, as this can
lead to unwanted herbicide effects.

Step 5: Water Your Lawn

After applying the product, water your lawn lightly. This helps activate the herbicides and
ensures the nutrients penetrate the soil. Aim for about 0.25 inches of water.

Step 6: Maintain Proper Lawn Care

- Mowing: Avoid mowing for at least 2 days after application to allow the product to work
effectively.
- Weed Observation: Keep an eye on weed growth over the next few weeks. Some weeds
may take longer to die off.

Aftercare and Maintenance

Proper aftercare following the application of Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is essential
for achieving the desired results.

Watering Schedule

- Initial Watering: As mentioned, water lightly after application.
- Ongoing Maintenance: Water your lawn regularly, aiming for about 1 inch of water per
week, either from rainfall or irrigation.

Additional Fertilization

Consider following up with a different type of fertilizer in spring to promote robust growth
as the grass begins to green up.



Common Mistakes to Avoid

To ensure the best results from Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed, avoid these common
mistakes:

- Applying in Wet Conditions: This can dilute the product and lead to uneven coverage.
- Over-Fertilizing: Stick to the recommended application rate to avoid burning your lawn.
- Neglecting Soil Health: Understanding your soil type and pH can help you make informed
decisions about fertilization.

Conclusion

Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is an excellent choice for homeowners looking to
maintain a healthy, weed-free lawn throughout the fall and into the spring. By following the
instructions outlined in this article, you can maximize the effectiveness of this product and
enjoy a thriving lawn. Regular lawn care, including proper mowing, watering, and
fertilization, will ensure your yard remains a beautiful and inviting space for years to come.
Remember, a well-cared-for lawn not only enhances your property’s aesthetic appeal but
also contributes positively to the environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed used for?
Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is designed to provide nutrients to your lawn while
controlling unwanted weeds, helping to promote a healthy lawn during the winter months.

When is the best time to apply Scotts WinterGuard
Weed and Feed?
The best time to apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed is in the fall, typically between
late August and early November, before the first frost.

How do I apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed?
To apply Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed, use a spreader for even distribution. Follow
the recommended settings on the bag based on your spreader type, and ensure the lawn is
dry before application.

Can I use Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed on newly
seeded lawns?
No, it is not recommended to use Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed on newly seeded
lawns until the grass has been established for at least four to six weeks.



What precautions should I take when using Scotts
WinterGuard Weed and Feed?
Always wear gloves and a mask when handling the product. Avoid applying on windy days,
and keep pets and children off treated areas until the product has been watered in and
dried.

How long does it take to see results after applying
Scotts WinterGuard Weed and Feed?
You can typically expect to see results within 2 to 4 weeks after application, including
greener grass and a reduction in weed growth.
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