
seattle seahawks qb history
seattle seahawks qb history traces the evolution of one of the most pivotal positions in the
franchise’s journey since its inception. The Seattle Seahawks have seen a variety of quarterbacks
who have shaped the team's identity, from the early years marked by transitions to the era defined
by legendary signal-callers. This article delves into the comprehensive history of the Seahawks’
quarterbacks, highlighting key players, their impact on the franchise, notable achievements, and the
legacy they left behind. By examining the progression of the quarterback role within the team,
readers gain insight into the Seahawks’ strategic development and competitive milestones. The
discussion covers notable names such as Jim Zorn, Dave Krieg, Matt Hasselbeck, and Russell Wilson,
among others. A detailed look at each era is complemented by an exploration of the team’s QB draft
strategies and their influence on Seattle’s successes and challenges.
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Early Years and Founding Quarterbacks
The Seattle Seahawks entered the NFL as an expansion team in 1976, and their quarterback
situation during the early years was marked by experimentation and adjustment. The franchise's
first starting quarterback was Jim Zorn, who became a fan favorite due to his dual-threat ability and
leadership on the field. Zorn's style was innovative for the era, combining passing with mobility that
challenged traditional defensive schemes. Despite his relatively modest passing statistics, Zorn’s
impact on the fledgling franchise was significant, helping lay the foundation for the Seahawks’
offensive identity.

Jim Zorn: The Pioneer
Jim Zorn was the starting quarterback for the Seahawks from 1976 to 1984 and is often remembered
for his improvisational style and gritty play. Undrafted out of Cal Poly, Zorn's journey to becoming
the Seahawks’ first franchise quarterback was unconventional. He led the team through its
formative seasons, demonstrating resilience and adaptability. His ability to extend plays with his
legs added a dynamic element to Seattle’s offense. Zorn’s tenure set early franchise records and
established a culture of toughness and determination in the quarterback position.



Other Early Quarterbacks
During the initial seasons, the Seahawks also experimented with other quarterbacks such as Dave
Krieg, who initially served as a backup. Although his full emergence came later, Krieg's early years
were essential in shaping the team's depth at the position. The Seahawks’ early QB roster was
characterized by a search for stability and consistency as the franchise sought to establish itself in
the NFL.

Dave Krieg Era
Dave Krieg’s tenure with the Seattle Seahawks marked a significant period of growth and
competitiveness for the team. Krieg, who became the starting quarterback in the early 1980s after
Jim Zorn’s departure, was known for his toughness, accuracy, and ability to perform under pressure.
His era coincided with some of the first playoff appearances for the Seahawks, elevating the
franchise’s profile in the league.

Rise to Starter
Krieg began as a backup but quickly proved his worth, taking over the starting role in the
mid-1980s. His leadership on the field was instrumental in transforming Seattle into a playoff
contender. Krieg’s approach was methodical, and he excelled at managing games, minimizing
turnovers, and making key plays when needed. His experience and poise became a stabilizing force
for the Seahawks’ offense.

Notable Achievements
During his time with the Seahawks, Dave Krieg set numerous franchise records, many of which
stood for years. He helped lead the team to multiple playoff appearances, including a memorable run
in the 1983 season. Krieg’s ability to extend plays and his resilience in adverse situations earned him
respect across the league. His legacy is that of a durable and reliable quarterback who laid the
groundwork for future Seahawks success.

Matt Hasselbeck and the Rise to Prominence
The arrival of Matt Hasselbeck in the early 2000s marked a new era for the Seattle Seahawks
quarterback position, coinciding with the team's rise to national prominence. Drafted in 1998,
Hasselbeck eventually secured the starting role and became the face of the franchise for nearly a
decade. His leadership, combined with a potent offensive unit, helped the Seahawks reach new
heights, including a Super Bowl appearance.

Leadership and Playing Style
Matt Hasselbeck was known for his strong arm, intelligence, and clutch performances. His ability to
read defenses and make quick decisions complemented the Seahawks’ offensive schemes.



Hasselbeck’s calm demeanor under pressure and willingness to take responsibility made him a
natural leader. He was instrumental in guiding Seattle through multiple playoff runs, earning Pro
Bowl selections and franchise records during his tenure.

Super Bowl XL Appearance
The pinnacle of Hasselbeck’s career with the Seahawks came in the 2005 season when he led the
team to Super Bowl XL. This achievement marked the franchise’s first Super Bowl appearance and
elevated the Seahawks’ status within the NFL. Although the team fell short in the championship
game, Hasselbeck’s performance throughout the season and playoffs was widely praised and
remains a highlight in the seattle seahawks qb history.

Russell Wilson Era and Modern Success
Russell Wilson’s arrival in 2012 ushered in the most successful and celebrated period in Seattle
Seahawks quarterback history. Drafted in the third round, Wilson quickly established himself as an
elite NFL quarterback, known for his mobility, accuracy, and leadership. His impact on the
Seahawks was immediate, transforming the offense and driving the team to multiple playoff
appearances and two Super Bowl appearances, including a victory.

Rookie Season and Immediate Impact
Wilson’s rookie season was remarkable, as he shattered rookie records and led the Seahawks to the
playoffs. His dual-threat capability and poise in high-pressure situations quickly made him a fan
favorite and a respected competitor league-wide. Wilson’s work ethic and competitive spirit became
central to Seattle’s identity, setting new standards for the quarterback position within the franchise.

Super Bowl Victory and Playoff Runs
Under Wilson’s leadership, the Seahawks won Super Bowl XLVIII in a dominant performance over
the Denver Broncos, marking the franchise’s first championship. Additionally, Wilson led the team to
another Super Bowl appearance the following year, further solidifying his legacy. His achievements
include multiple Pro Bowl selections, franchise records in passing yards, touchdowns, and wins, all
contributing to the Seahawks’ sustained success.

Recent Developments and Future Prospects
The recent phase of the Seattle Seahawks quarterback history involves transition and adjustment
following Russell Wilson’s trade in 2022. The franchise has explored various options to find a new
long-term leader under center, reflecting a new chapter in the team's evolution. The Seahawks’
approach to quarterback development and acquisition remains a key focus for maintaining
competitiveness in the NFL.



Post-Wilson Quarterback Situation
Following Wilson’s departure, the Seahawks have evaluated several quarterbacks through the draft,
free agency, and trades. The team’s emphasis has been on identifying a QB who can replicate
Wilson’s leadership and performance while adapting to the evolving NFL landscape. This period is
marked by experimentation and strategic planning aimed at securing the franchise’s future success.

Draft Strategy and Emerging Talents
The Seahawks have prioritized investing in young quarterback talent, recognizing the importance of
the position for long-term success. Recent drafts have showcased the team’s commitment to
developing promising quarterbacks who can grow within the Seahawks’ system. These efforts aim to
build a new era of stability and excellence at the quarterback position, continuing the legacy of the
seattle seahawks qb history.

Jim Zorn (1976–1984): Franchise pioneer and dual-threat QB

Dave Krieg (1980–1991): Durable starter and playoff leader

Matt Hasselbeck (2001–2010): Super Bowl XL leader and franchise icon

Russell Wilson (2012–2021): Super Bowl champion and record-holder

Emerging QBs (2022–present): Transition and future prospects

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Seattle
Seahawks?
The first starting quarterback for the Seattle Seahawks was Jim Zorn, who played from 1976 to
1984.

Which Seattle Seahawks quarterback led the team to their
first Super Bowl appearance?
Russell Wilson led the Seattle Seahawks to their first Super Bowl appearance in Super Bowl XLVIII
during the 2013 season.

How long did Russell Wilson play as the Seahawks' starting



quarterback?
Russell Wilson was the starting quarterback for the Seattle Seahawks from 2012 to 2021.

Who succeeded Russell Wilson as the Seahawks' starting
quarterback?
Geno Smith succeeded Russell Wilson as the Seattle Seahawks' starting quarterback beginning in
the 2022 season.

Has any Seattle Seahawks quarterback been inducted into the
Pro Football Hall of Fame?
As of 2024, no Seattle Seahawks quarterback has been inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Which Seahawks quarterback holds the franchise record for
most passing yards in a single season?
Russell Wilson holds the franchise record for most passing yards in a single season.

Who was the Seahawks' starting quarterback during their
2014 Super Bowl-winning season?
Russell Wilson was the starting quarterback during the Seahawks' 2014 Super Bowl-winning season.

Have the Seattle Seahawks ever had a quarterback drafted in
the first round?
Yes, the Seattle Seahawks drafted quarterback Matt Hasselbeck in the sixth round, but Russell
Wilson was drafted in the third round; however, they have not often selected quarterbacks in the
first round.

What impact did Jim Zorn have on the Seahawks' quarterback
history?
Jim Zorn was the Seahawks' original quarterback and helped establish the franchise's offensive
identity in its early years, becoming a fan favorite and setting several team passing records.

Additional Resources
1. Hawks on the Rise: The Evolution of Seattle Seahawks Quarterbacks
This book explores the history of the Seattle Seahawks' quarterback position from the team's
inception in 1976 to the present day. It highlights the key players who have shaped the franchise,
including legends and lesser-known talents. Through interviews, game analysis, and behind-the-
scenes stories, readers gain insight into how the quarterback role has evolved in Seattle's unique



football culture.

2. Russell Wilson: The Seahawks' Legendary Signal Caller
A comprehensive biography of Russell Wilson, this book details his journey from college football star
to becoming one of the most iconic quarterbacks in Seahawks history. It covers his leadership,
playing style, and the impact he had on the team's success, including their Super Bowl victory. Fans
will appreciate the in-depth look at Wilson's career and his influence on the franchise.

3. From Hasselbeck to Wilson: The Seahawks' Quarterback Legacy
This title chronicles the transition period between Matt Hasselbeck’s steady leadership and Russell
Wilson’s dynamic play. It offers a detailed comparison of their playing styles, career highlights, and
contributions to the team’s identity. The book also examines how their eras helped define the
Seahawks' offensive strategies.

4. The Seahawks' Quarterback Carousel: A Story of Trials and Triumphs
Focusing on the many quarterbacks who came and went in Seattle before the franchise found
stability, this book provides a narrative of the challenges faced by the team in securing a long-term
leader under center. It delves into draft picks, trades, and coaching decisions that influenced the
quarterback position over the decades.

5. Beast Mode and Beyond: The Seahawks' Offensive Revolution
While primarily about the Seahawks' offensive evolution, this book places special emphasis on the
quarterbacks who adapted to and thrived in the team’s unique run-heavy, physical style. It highlights
how the quarterbacks worked in tandem with star running backs and innovative coaching to create a
dominant offense.

6. Quarterbacking the Hawks: Inside Seattle’s Football Brain
This book offers an analytical look at the coaching philosophies and quarterback development
programs that have shaped Seattle’s signal callers. It includes interviews with coaches and players,
exploring how the Seahawks identify and cultivate quarterback talent.

7. Legacy of the 12th Man: The Seahawks' Quarterbacks and Their Fans
Exploring the relationship between Seattle’s passionate fanbase and its quarterbacks, this book
reveals how fan culture has impacted the players’ performances and careers. It captures memorable
moments where the crowd’s energy elevated the quarterbacks’ play and strengthened the team’s
home-field advantage.

8. Seahawks QB Highlights: The Greatest Games and Plays
A collection of the most thrilling and pivotal moments involving Seattle Seahawks quarterbacks, this
book provides detailed recaps and commentary on games that defined the franchise. It celebrates
the skill, resilience, and clutch performances that have become synonymous with the Seahawks’
quarterback legacy.

9. The Rookie Years: Seattle Seahawks Quarterbacks Who Made Their Mark
Focusing on the early careers of Seattle’s quarterbacks, this book examines how rookies adapted to
the NFL and the pressures of leading the Seahawks. It features stories of surprising successes, early
struggles, and the foundation laid by young signal callers who would go on to shape the team's
future.
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