
seattle seahawks quarterbacks history
seattle seahawks quarterbacks history has been marked by a dynamic evolution of talent,
leadership, and strategic gameplay since the team's inception in the NFL in 1976. Over the decades,
the Seahawks have seen an array of quarterbacks who have defined different eras, from pioneering
the franchise’s identity to leading the team to Super Bowl victories. This article explores the
comprehensive history of Seattle Seahawks quarterbacks, highlighting key players, their
contributions, and how their performances shaped the franchise's legacy. From the early years with
foundational players to the modern era under legendary figures, the timeline reflects changes in
playing style, coaching philosophy, and the growth of the team within the competitive landscape of
professional football. Understanding the Seattle Seahawks quarterbacks history provides valuable
insight into how the franchise has built its reputation and sustained success. The following sections
will guide readers through the chronological progression and notable moments tied to the
Seahawks' signal-callers.

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks

The Dave Krieg Era

The Transition Period: Late 1990s to Early 2000s

The Matt Hasselbeck Leadership Years

Russell Wilson: The Modern Seahawks Icon

Recent Developments and Future Prospects

Early Years and Foundational Quarterbacks
The Seattle Seahawks entered the NFL as an expansion team in 1976, necessitating the
establishment of a quarterback foundation that could lead the fledgling franchise. During these
formative years, the team experimented with several quarterbacks to find stability and leadership on
the field. The Seahawks initially faced challenges common to new franchises, including inconsistent
play at the quarterback position and an ongoing search for a franchise cornerstone.

Terry Bradshaw and Jim Zorn: The First Leaders
Although Terry Bradshaw never played for the Seahawks, Jim Zorn was the team’s first significant
quarterback, playing from 1976 to 1984. Zorn, an undrafted player, became a fan favorite due to his
mobility and improvisational skills, which were somewhat unconventional at the time. His tenure
helped establish the Seahawks' offense and provided a blueprint for future quarterback play within
the franchise.



Early Quarterback Challenges
In addition to Zorn, the Seahawks experimented with various other quarterbacks such as Dave Krieg
and Steve Pelluer in the early years. These players contributed to the growing pains but also helped
the team reach its first playoff appearances. The early years were characterized by a lack of
consistent quarterback play, which made it difficult for the Seahawks to secure long-term success.

The Dave Krieg Era
Dave Krieg emerged as a pivotal figure in Seattle Seahawks quarterbacks history during the 1980s.
Signed as an undrafted free agent in 1980, Krieg’s rise from backup to starting quarterback was
instrumental in stabilizing the team’s offensive strategy. His leadership and resilience became
synonymous with the Seahawks’ identity throughout the decade.

Career Highlights and Impact
Krieg led the Seahawks to multiple playoff appearances, including the franchise's first postseason
win in 1983. Known for his toughness and ability to perform under pressure, Krieg set numerous
team records, including passing yards and touchdowns at the time. His tenure exemplified the
importance of perseverance and adaptability in the Seahawks’ quarterback lineage.

Playing Style and Legacy
Krieg was recognized for his strong arm and pocket presence, which contrasted with earlier mobile
quarterbacks like Jim Zorn. His style helped transition the Seahawks toward a more traditional
passing offense. Krieg’s decade-long impact laid a foundation that subsequent quarterbacks could
build upon, making him one of the most influential figures in the franchise’s early history.

The Transition Period: Late 1990s to Early 2000s
Following the Dave Krieg era, the Seahawks experienced a transitional phase marked by frequent
changes at the quarterback position. This period saw the franchise struggling to find a consistent
starter who could elevate the team to playoff contention. The late 1990s and early 2000s were
defined by experimentation and the search for leadership amidst fluctuating team performance.

Key Quarterbacks During the Transition

John Friesz

Jon Kitna

Matt Hasselbeck (early years)



Trent Dilfer

Each of these quarterbacks had varying degrees of success, but none fully solidified the position
until Matt Hasselbeck’s emergence. This era was crucial in shaping the Seahawks’ approach to
scouting, drafting, and developing quarterback talent.

Challenges and Organizational Changes
This period was also marked by coaching changes and offensive scheme adjustments, which affected
quarterback consistency. The Seahawks’ front office focused on building a more robust supporting
cast and refining the team’s identity, setting the stage for future success at the quarterback position.

The Matt Hasselbeck Leadership Years
Matt Hasselbeck is widely regarded as one of the most significant quarterbacks in Seattle Seahawks
quarterbacks history. Drafted in 1998, Hasselbeck became the team’s starting quarterback in 2001
and led the franchise through one of its most successful eras. His leadership, poise, and competitive
spirit helped elevate the Seahawks to new heights.

Achievements and Milestones
Hasselbeck guided the Seahawks to multiple playoff appearances, including an appearance in Super
Bowl XL in the 2005 season. Known for his accuracy and decision-making, Hasselbeck set numerous
franchise records in passing yards, touchdowns, and completions. His tenure helped establish the
Seahawks as perennial contenders in the NFC West.

Playing Style and Influence
As a pocket passer with mobility, Hasselbeck balanced traditional quarterback traits with modern
versatility. His ability to read defenses and manage the game was critical in the Seahawks’ offensive
success. Hasselbeck’s era also coincided with the rise of dynamic teammates, such as wide receiver
Darrell Jackson and running back Shaun Alexander, which complemented his skill set effectively.

Russell Wilson: The Modern Seahawks Icon
Russell Wilson’s arrival in Seattle in 2012 marked a new chapter in the Seattle Seahawks
quarterbacks history. Wilson quickly emerged as one of the most talented and influential
quarterbacks in the NFL, redefining the Seahawks’ offensive identity with his dual-threat
capabilities and leadership. His decade-long tenure is noted as the most successful in franchise
history.



Career Highlights and Records
Wilson led the Seahawks to two Super Bowl appearances, winning Super Bowl XLVIII in a dominant
performance over the Denver Broncos. He set multiple franchise records in passing yards,
touchdowns, and quarterback rating. Wilson’s consistency and ability to perform in clutch situations
made him a cornerstone of the team’s success.

Playing Style and Team Impact
Wilson’s mobility, strong arm, and football IQ revolutionized the Seahawks’ offense, allowing for a
dynamic blend of passing and rushing plays. His leadership extended beyond the field, influencing
team culture and fan engagement. Wilson’s era also coincided with the rise of the "Legion of Boom"
defense, creating a balanced and formidable team.

Recent Developments and Future Prospects
Following Russell Wilson’s departure in 2022, the Seahawks entered another transitional phase in
their quarterbacks history. The franchise has focused on identifying and developing a new
generation of quarterbacks who can continue the legacy of leadership and performance established
by their predecessors.

Current Quarterbacks and Emerging Talent
The Seahawks have experimented with several quarterbacks, including Geno Smith, Drew Lock, and
rookie prospects, aiming to find a long-term solution under center. These developments reflect the
ongoing evolution of the team's strategy and the importance placed on securing a franchise
quarterback for sustained success.

Outlook and Strategic Focus
Seattle’s front office continues to invest in scouting, coaching, and player development to cultivate
quarterback talent. The focus remains on blending experience with youth and maximizing offensive
versatility. The future of Seattle Seahawks quarterbacks history will likely be shaped by these efforts
as the team seeks to return to playoff contention and championship aspirations.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first starting quarterback for the Seattle
Seahawks?
The first starting quarterback for the Seattle Seahawks was Jim Zorn, who led the team during their
inaugural season in 1976.



Which Seattle Seahawks quarterback holds the franchise
record for most passing yards?
Russell Wilson holds the franchise record for most passing yards as a Seattle Seahawks quarterback.

How many Super Bowls have the Seattle Seahawks played in
with their quarterbacks?
The Seattle Seahawks have played in two Super Bowls with their quarterbacks: Super Bowl XLVIII
with Russell Wilson, which they won, and Super Bowl XLIX, which they narrowly lost.

Who succeeded Russell Wilson as the Seattle Seahawks
starting quarterback?
After Russell Wilson was traded in 2022, Geno Smith became the Seattle Seahawks' starting
quarterback.

Which Seattle Seahawks quarterback was known for leading
the team to their first Super Bowl victory?
Russell Wilson was the quarterback who led the Seattle Seahawks to their first Super Bowl victory in
the 2013 season.

Have any Seattle Seahawks quarterbacks been inducted into
the Pro Football Hall of Fame?
As of 2024, no Seattle Seahawks quarterbacks have been inducted into the Pro Football Hall of
Fame, although some have had notable careers.

Additional Resources
1. Beast Mode and Beyond: The Rise of Russell Wilson
This book chronicles the journey of Russell Wilson, from his college days to becoming the face of the
Seattle Seahawks. It explores his leadership, playing style, and the impact he had on the franchise’s
success, including their Super Bowl victory. Filled with interviews and personal anecdotes, it
provides an in-depth look at one of the most influential quarterbacks in Seahawks history.

2. Legends of the Field: Seattle Seahawks’ Quarterback Evolution
Tracing the history of the Seahawks’ quarterbacks, this book covers the pioneers and stars who have
led the team through its ups and downs. From the early years to the modern era, it highlights the
contributions of each key player and how the quarterback position evolved within the organization. A
must-read for fans interested in the team’s quarterback legacy.

3. Matt Hasselbeck: The Steady Hand Behind the Hawks’ Rise
Focused on Matt Hasselbeck’s tenure with Seattle, this biography delves into how his consistency
and poise helped shape the Seahawks during their formative years. It covers his leadership during



playoff runs and his role in establishing Seattle as a competitive NFL franchise. The book also
examines his relationship with coaches and teammates.

4. From Seneca to Seattle: The Story of Dave Krieg
This title explores the career of Dave Krieg, one of the most prolific quarterbacks in Seahawks
history. It details his resilience and performance that kept the team competitive throughout the
1980s and 1990s. The narrative includes pivotal games, personal challenges, and his lasting
influence on the franchise.

5. Tarvaris Jackson: The Unsung Hero of Seattle’s Backfield
Highlighting the often overlooked Tarvaris Jackson, this book offers insight into his contributions as
a reliable backup and occasional starter. It discusses his playing style, memorable moments, and the
role he played in supporting the Seahawks’ championship aspirations. The book sheds light on a
quarterback who helped maintain team stability.

6. Quarterback Controversies: The Seahawks’ Search for the Franchise Leader
This book examines the various quarterback battles Seattle faced over the years, including
competition between veterans and emerging talents. It analyzes how these contests shaped the
team’s direction and influenced coaching decisions. The narrative covers several seasons and key
moments that defined the Seahawks’ quarterback saga.

7. Wilson’s Winning Ways: Leadership on and off the Field
A detailed look at Russell Wilson’s leadership qualities beyond his athletic skills, this book explores
how he became a cultural icon in Seattle. It covers his community involvement, work ethic, and
ability to inspire teammates. The book highlights how Wilson’s character contributed to the
Seahawks’ identity.

8. Backups to Stars: The Seahawks’ Quarterback Development Journey
This title focuses on how the Seahawks organization has developed quarterbacks, turning backups
into starters and nurturing young talent. It features stories of players who grew into critical roles
and the coaching philosophies behind their development. The book provides a unique perspective on
the team’s investment in its quarterbacks.

9. The Early Years: Seattle Seahawks’ First Quarterbacks
Delving into the franchise’s beginnings, this book profiles the quarterbacks who laid the foundation
for the team. It covers the challenges faced by the early Seahawks and how their quarterbacks
adapted to the fledgling franchise. Through historical accounts and player profiles, readers gain
insight into the origins of Seattle’s quarterback tradition.
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