secondary education history degree

secondary education history degree programs offer a specialized pathway for individuals aspiring
to teach history at the middle and high school levels. These degrees combine comprehensive
historical knowledge with pedagogical skills, preparing graduates to effectively engage students in
understanding the past. Pursuing a secondary education history degree involves coursework in both
history and education, often including student teaching experiences that provide practical classroom
exposure. This article explores the structure, benefits, and career prospects associated with earning
a secondary education history degree. Additionally, it examines the essential skills developed
through these programs and outlines the certification requirements for teaching history in
secondary schools. Readers will gain a thorough understanding of what to expect from this degree
and how it can serve as a foundation for a rewarding teaching career.
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Overview of Secondary Education History Degree

A secondary education history degree is designed to equip future educators with the knowledge and
skills necessary to teach history to students typically ranging from grades 6 through 12. This type of
degree blends rigorous study of historical content with educational theory and teaching
methodology. The program aims to develop both subject matter expertise in history and the
pedagogical competence required to deliver effective instruction in diverse classroom settings.

Students in these programs study a wide array of historical periods and themes, including American
history, world history, government, and social studies. Alongside content mastery, they explore
instructional strategies, classroom management techniques, and assessment methods tailored for
secondary education. The degree often culminates in a student teaching internship, offering hands-
on experience under the supervision of experienced educators.

Curriculum and Coursework

The curriculum of a secondary education history degree typically includes a balanced mix of history
courses and education classes. The program is structured to provide a deep understanding of
historical events and processes as well as the skills to teach these effectively to adolescents.



History Coursework

History courses cover a broad spectrum of topics to ensure comprehensive knowledge of the subject.
Common areas of study include:

e U.S. History from Colonial Times to the Present
e World History and Civilizations

e European History

¢ Ancient and Medieval History

e History of Government and Political Systems

e Social and Cultural History

These courses emphasize critical thinking, analysis of primary and secondary sources, and
understanding historical contexts and perspectives.

Education Coursework

Education classes focus on teaching methods, learning theories, and classroom management specific
to secondary education. Key components often include:

e Foundations of Education

¢ Educational Psychology

e Curriculum Design and Instructional Strategies
¢ Classroom Management Techniques

e Assessment and Evaluation in Education

e Educational Technology Integration

These courses prepare students to create engaging lesson plans, accommodate diverse learning
styles, and assess student learning effectively.

Skills Developed Through the Degree

Earning a secondary education history degree cultivates a variety of skills essential for effective
teaching and professional success. These skills include both subject-specific expertise and general
educational competencies.



Historical Analysis and Critical Thinking

Students develop the ability to analyze historical data, interpret different viewpoints, and
understand the causes and effects of events. This critical thinking capacity is crucial for helping
students engage deeply with historical content.

Communication and Instructional Skills

The degree program emphasizes the development of clear and effective communication skills.
Graduates learn how to present complex historical information in an accessible manner, facilitate
classroom discussions, and adapt lessons to meet diverse student needs.

Classroom Management and Student Engagement

Managing a secondary classroom requires techniques to maintain order and foster a positive
learning environment. The degree program trains future teachers in strategies to engage students
actively and handle varying classroom dynamics.

Technology Integration

Modern education increasingly relies on technology. Programs often include training on integrating
digital resources and tools to enhance history instruction and student interaction.

Certification and Licensing Requirements

Obtaining a secondary education history degree is typically just one step toward becoming a
licensed teacher. Each U.S. state has its own certification requirements that candidates must meet
to teach in public schools.

State Certification Exams

Most states require passing one or more certification exams that assess both general teaching skills
and subject-specific knowledge in history or social studies. These exams ensure that candidates
possess the necessary competence to teach effectively.

Student Teaching Experience

Hands-on teacher training through supervised student teaching placements is a standard
requirement. This practical experience allows candidates to apply their knowledge in real classroom
settings and receive feedback from experienced educators.



Background Checks and Additional Requirements

Prospective teachers must typically pass background checks and may need to fulfill additional state-
mandated requirements such as continuing education, professional development, or specific
coursework in special education or diversity.

Career Opportunities and Advancement

A secondary education history degree opens the door to various career paths within education and
related fields. Graduates primarily pursue roles as history teachers in middle and high schools, but
additional opportunities exist.

Teaching Positions

Most graduates find employment in public or private secondary schools as history or social studies
teachers. These roles involve lesson planning, classroom instruction, and assessment of student
progress.

Educational Leadership and Administration

With experience and further education, some teachers advance to administrative roles such as
department chair, curriculum coordinator, or school principal. These positions involve leadership
responsibilities and broader impact on school policies and programs.

Supplementary Educational Roles

Other career options include educational consulting, curriculum development, tutoring, and museum
education, where expertise in history and education can be applied in diverse contexts.

Professional Development Opportunities

Teachers holding a secondary education history degree may pursue graduate studies such as
master's degrees or doctorates in education or history, enhancing their qualifications and expanding
career prospects.

1. Earn a bachelor's degree in secondary education with a focus on history.
2. Complete required student teaching experience.
3. Pass state certification examinations.

4. Apply for state teaching licensure.



5. Seek employment in public or private secondary schools.

Frequently Asked Questions

What career opportunities are available with a secondary
education history degree?

A secondary education history degree prepares graduates for careers as history teachers at middle
and high schools, educational coordinators, curriculum developers, museum educators, and
sometimes roles in educational policy or administration.

What are the key skills developed in a secondary education
history degree program?

Students develop strong skills in historical research, critical thinking, lesson planning, classroom
management, communication, and the ability to engage and inspire diverse student populations.

How does a secondary education history degree differ from a
general history degree?

A secondary education history degree combines in-depth study of history with coursework in
education, pedagogy, and student teaching experiences, specifically preparing graduates to teach
history at the secondary school level, unlike a general history degree which focuses primarily on
historical content without teaching training.

What certifications are required to teach history in secondary
schools after earning this degree?

Graduates typically need to obtain state-specific teaching certification or licensure, which often
requires passing standardized exams and completing a student teaching internship as part of their
degree program.

How is technology integrated into secondary education history
degree programs?

Programs often include training on using digital tools and resources such as interactive timelines,
virtual field trips, online archives, and educational software to enhance history teaching and engage
students in a modern classroom environment.



Additional Resources

1. A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn

This book offers a perspective of American history from the viewpoint of marginalized groups,
including Native Americans, African Americans, and laborers. It challenges traditional narratives by
focusing on the struggles and contributions of ordinary people. Ideal for secondary education history
students aiming to understand diverse historical perspectives.

2. The History Teacher's Handbook by David M. Kennedy

A comprehensive resource for secondary education history teachers, this handbook provides
strategies for effective curriculum design, classroom management, and assessment. It also discusses
how to engage students with historical content critically. The book is an essential guide for those
preparing to teach history at the secondary level.

3. Secondary Education and the Teaching of History by Peter Lee and Rosalyn Ashby

This book examines pedagogical approaches specific to teaching history in secondary schools. It
explores how students develop historical understanding and the challenges teachers face in
fostering critical thinking. It is beneficial for history education majors focusing on secondary
education.

4. Historical Thinking and Other Unnatural Acts: Charting the Future of Teaching the Past by Sam
Wineburg

Wineburg explores how students learn history and the cognitive challenges involved in historical
thinking. The book emphasizes the importance of teaching students to analyze sources, understand
context, and recognize multiple perspectives. It is a valuable read for secondary history educators
aiming to deepen students' critical engagement with history.

5. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic by David M. Kennedy and Lizabeth Cohen

A widely used textbook in secondary education for American history courses, this book provides a
detailed narrative of U.S. history from colonization to the present. It balances political, social, and
cultural history, making it a comprehensive resource for both students and teachers. Its clear
structure aids in lesson planning and student comprehension.

6. Teaching History in the Secondary School by Peter Lee

This book focuses on practical methodologies for teaching history effectively in secondary schools. It
addresses curriculum development, assessment techniques, and ways to engage diverse student
populations. It is particularly useful for history degree students preparing for secondary education
careers.

7. History Education and the Construction of National Identities by Christina Baumgarten

This work investigates how history education shapes national identity and the implications for
secondary education curricula. It discusses different approaches to teaching contentious historical
topics and the role of history in citizenship education. Secondary history educators will find this
book insightful for understanding the broader impact of their teaching.

8. Making History: A Guide for the Teaching of History by John Tosh

John Tosh provides a clear overview of the principles and practice of history teaching, with a focus
on secondary education. The book covers curriculum design, teaching techniques, and assessment,
as well as the use of technology in the classroom. It is an accessible and practical guide for history
education students.



9. Historical Inquiry and Secondary Education by Louise A. Mead and Robert W. Thurston

This book promotes inquiry-based learning in secondary history education, encouraging students to
ask questions, analyze evidence, and construct historical narratives. It offers models and case
studies for integrating inquiry into the history curriculum. It is ideal for history degree students
interested in innovative teaching methods.
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