
select the true statement about
administrative law
select the true statement about administrative law is a critical inquiry for understanding the
framework of legal principles governing government agencies and their operations. Administrative
law plays a pivotal role in regulating the actions of public authorities, ensuring legality, fairness, and
accountability within the administrative process. This field of law intersects with constitutional law,
public policy, and procedural fairness, serving as a bridge between citizens and the state. To select
the true statement about administrative law, one must grasp its fundamental concepts, functions,
and scope. This article offers a comprehensive overview of administrative law, highlighting its
essential components, key principles, and the mechanisms through which it operates. Readers will
gain insight into how administrative law shapes government conduct and protects individual rights,
supported by relevant examples and legal doctrines. The following sections will detail the nature of
administrative law, its sources, procedural aspects, and the role of judicial review.
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Understanding the Nature of Administrative Law
Administrative law is a branch of public law that governs the activities of administrative agencies of
government. It ensures that these agencies act within their legal authority and comply with
established procedures. Unlike criminal or civil law, administrative law focuses on the regulation
and control of government functionaries rather than private relationships. It encompasses the rules,
regulations, orders, and decisions that public authorities issue, often affecting the rights and duties
of individuals or organizations. To select the true statement about administrative law, it is essential
to recognize that administrative law acts as a safeguard against arbitrary use of power by executive
agencies.

Definition and Purpose
Administrative law can be defined as the body of law that regulates the creation, organization,
powers, and duties of administrative agencies. Its primary purpose is to control the exercise of
governmental power and ensure that administrative decisions are made fairly, reasonably, and in
accordance with the law. This field provides mechanisms for redress and accountability, allowing
individuals to challenge unlawful administrative actions. It also promotes transparency and



consistency in government decision-making processes.

Functions of Administrative Law
The functions of administrative law include:

Regulating the creation and powers of administrative agencies.

Ensuring administrative decisions comply with the law.

Providing procedural fairness and due process to affected parties.

Facilitating judicial review of administrative actions.

Protecting citizens from abuse of administrative power.

Sources and Scope of Administrative Law
The sources of administrative law are diverse, reflecting its multifaceted nature. These include
statutory laws, constitutional provisions, judicial decisions, and administrative regulations.
Understanding these sources is crucial to select the true statement about administrative law
because they define the legal boundaries within which administrative agencies operate. The scope of
administrative law covers a wide range of governmental functions, including rulemaking,
adjudication, enforcement, and licensing.

Statutory and Constitutional Sources
Primary sources of administrative law are statutes enacted by legislatures that establish agencies
and define their powers. For example, enabling acts provide legal authority for agencies to create
regulations and enforce laws. Additionally, constitutional provisions set limits on administrative
actions, safeguarding fundamental rights and ensuring separation of powers. The Constitution often
grants agencies delegated authority but also imposes checks to prevent overreach.

Regulations and Administrative Rules
Administrative agencies develop regulations and rules to implement statutory mandates. These rules
have the force of law and affect individuals and businesses. Agencies typically follow prescribed
procedures when promulgating regulations, including public notice and comment periods. The scope
of these regulations can range from environmental standards to workplace safety, depending on the
agency’s jurisdiction.



Judicial Decisions
Court rulings interpret administrative law principles, clarify agency authority, and resolve disputes
involving administrative actions. Judicial decisions help define the limits of agency power and
reinforce procedural fairness. Through case law, courts develop doctrines such as reasonableness
review and procedural due process, which are critical for maintaining lawful administrative
governance.

Principles Governing Administrative Actions
To select the true statement about administrative law, understanding the foundational principles
that govern administrative actions is essential. These principles ensure that administrative agencies
exercise their powers within legal constraints and uphold justice and fairness. Key principles include
legality, procedural fairness, reasonableness, and transparency.

Legality and Delegated Authority
Administrative agencies must act within the scope of authority delegated to them by the legislature.
This principle of legality requires agencies to adhere strictly to statutory mandates and refrain from
ultra vires (beyond their powers) actions. It ensures that administrative decisions are legally valid
and can be subject to scrutiny if they exceed the authorized limits.

Procedural Fairness and Due Process
Procedural fairness is a cornerstone of administrative law. It mandates that affected parties receive
a fair hearing, adequate notice, and an opportunity to present their case before any adverse
administrative decision is made. This principle protects individuals from arbitrary or biased
administrative actions and promotes trust in governmental processes.

Reasonableness and Rationality
Administrative decisions must be reasonable and based on relevant evidence. The principle of
reasonableness ensures that agency actions are logical, justified, and not arbitrary. Courts often
apply a standard of reasonableness when reviewing administrative decisions to prevent abuse of
discretion.

Transparency and Accountability
Transparency requires agencies to operate openly and provide clear explanations for their decisions.
Accountability mechanisms, including reporting requirements and judicial review, hold agencies
answerable for their actions. These principles foster public confidence and uphold the rule of law
within administrative governance.



Procedural Aspects in Administrative Law
Procedural aspects are integral to administrative law, detailing how agencies must conduct their
operations to comply with legal standards. These procedures cover rulemaking, adjudication,
investigation, and enforcement. Mastery of procedural norms is necessary to select the true
statement about administrative law accurately.

Rulemaking Procedures
Rulemaking involves the formulation of regulations by administrative agencies. The process
generally includes drafting, public notice, solicitation of comments, and final promulgation. This
procedure ensures stakeholder participation and transparency, allowing affected parties to influence
regulatory development.

Adjudicative Procedures
Administrative adjudication refers to the agency’s process of resolving disputes or making
determinations on individual cases. This may involve hearings before administrative law judges or
panels. Adjudicative procedures must comply with principles of due process, including impartiality,
evidence presentation, and reasoned decisions.

Investigation and Enforcement
Agencies conduct investigations to ensure compliance with statutes and regulations. Enforcement
actions may follow, such as penalties, fines, or injunctions. Procedural safeguards protect individuals
during investigations, such as protection against unlawful searches or seizures and the right to
counsel.

Judicial Review and Its Importance
Judicial review is a critical mechanism in administrative law, allowing courts to assess the legality
and fairness of administrative actions. It serves as a check on agency power and is vital for selecting
the true statement about administrative law. Courts ensure that administrative bodies do not exceed
their authority or violate procedural norms.

Scope of Judicial Review
Judicial review examines whether administrative decisions comply with statutory mandates,
constitutional provisions, and procedural requirements. Courts typically assess:

Whether the agency acted within its jurisdiction.

Whether the procedure followed was fair and lawful.



Whether the decision was supported by substantial evidence.

Whether the decision was arbitrary, capricious, or an abuse of discretion.

Standards of Review
Different standards guide judicial scrutiny of administrative actions. Common standards include:

Chevron Deference: Courts defer to reasonable agency interpretations of ambiguous
statutes.

Arbitrary and Capricious Test: Ensures decisions are rational and based on evidence.

Substantial Evidence Standard: Requires sufficient evidence to support factual findings.

Limitations on Judicial Review
Not all administrative decisions are subject to judicial review. Some actions may be committed to
agency discretion by law or may involve political questions unsuitable for court intervention.
Additionally, courts generally do not substitute their judgment for that of agencies if the agency
acted within its authority and followed proper procedures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of administrative law?
The primary purpose of administrative law is to regulate the actions and operations of government
agencies to ensure they act within their authority and follow fair procedures.

Which statement is true about administrative agencies?
Administrative agencies have the power to create regulations, enforce laws, and adjudicate disputes
within their specialized area of authority.

True or False: Administrative law only deals with private
sector regulations.
False. Administrative law primarily deals with government agencies and their interaction with the
public and private sectors.



What role do administrative law judges (ALJs) play?
Administrative law judges conduct hearings and make decisions on disputes involving administrative
agencies, ensuring fair process and legal compliance.

Is it true that decisions made by administrative agencies can
be appealed in courts?
Yes, decisions made by administrative agencies can often be appealed to the judiciary for review to
ensure they comply with the law and proper procedures.

Additional Resources
1. Administrative Law and Regulatory Policy
This book offers a comprehensive overview of administrative law principles and the regulatory
policies that shape public administration. It explores the relationship between agencies and the
courts, emphasizing the balance of power and the protection of individual rights. Readers will gain
insights into rulemaking, adjudication, and the scope of judicial review.

2. Principles of Administrative Law
Focusing on the foundational concepts of administrative law, this text explains the legal framework
governing administrative agencies. It covers the delegation of legislative power, procedural fairness,
and the limits of agency authority. The book is ideal for understanding how administrative law
ensures accountability and transparency in government actions.

3. Administrative Law: Cases and Materials
This casebook presents key judicial decisions that have shaped administrative law, providing a
practical understanding of the subject. It includes detailed commentary and analysis to help readers
identify true statements about administrative procedures and agency powers. The book is valuable
for law students and practitioners who want to analyze real-world applications.

4. Understanding Administrative Law
Designed for students and professionals, this book demystifies complex administrative law topics
with clear explanations and examples. It highlights the role of administrative agencies in
policymaking and enforcement, and discusses the legal standards for reviewing agency actions. The
text also covers important doctrines such as due process and statutory interpretation.

5. Administrative Law: Cases, Comments, and Questions
This collection combines case studies with critical commentary and thought-provoking questions to
deepen comprehension of administrative law. It encourages readers to evaluate different viewpoints
and determine the accuracy of statements related to agency authority and judicial oversight. The
book supports active learning and critical thinking.

6. Administrative Law and Process
This volume explores the procedural aspects of administrative law, focusing on how agencies
conduct rulemaking, adjudication, and enforcement. It explains the importance of public
participation and procedural safeguards in administrative processes. The book also discusses the
principles that courts use to review agency decisions.



7. Modern Administrative Law: Cases and Materials
Covering contemporary issues in administrative law, this book addresses recent developments in
agency regulation and judicial review. It provides a balanced approach by presenting both
theoretical perspectives and practical case analysis. The text assists readers in distinguishing
between accurate and inaccurate statements about administrative law principles.

8. Administrative Law: Theory and Practice
This book bridges the gap between theoretical foundations and practical applications of
administrative law. It examines the evolution of administrative agencies and their role in
governance, along with the legal checks imposed by courts. Readers will learn how to critically
assess claims and statements about administrative law.

9. The Essentials of Administrative Law
Offering a concise introduction to administrative law, this book highlights the key doctrines and
legal standards governing agency behavior. It explains the significance of administrative procedures
in protecting public interests and ensuring lawful governance. The book is a useful resource for
quickly identifying true statements about administrative law.
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