self guided motorcycle tours iceland

self guided motorcycle tours iceland offer an exhilarating and immersive way
to explore one of the world’s most breathtaking landscapes. Iceland’s
dramatic terrain, featuring volcanoes, glaciers, waterfalls, and black sand
beaches, is perfectly suited for adventurous motorcyclists seeking freedom
and flexibility. Self guided motorcycle tours in Iceland provide riders the
opportunity to customize their routes, pace, and stops, allowing for a deeply
personal travel experience. This article explores the essentials of planning
and executing these tours, including ideal routes, safety considerations, and
the best seasons to visit. Additionally, it covers practical tips on
motorcycle rentals, gear, and navigation to ensure a smooth and enjoyable
journey. Whether a seasoned rider or a motorcycle enthusiast looking for a
unique vacation, self guided motorcycle tours in Iceland promise
unforgettable memories and stunning vistas.
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Planning Your Self Guided Motorcycle Tour in
Iceland

Proper planning is crucial for a successful self guided motorcycle tour in
Iceland. Unlike guided tours, self guided trips require riders to design
their own itinerary, select routes, and manage logistics independently. Start
by researching the diverse landscapes and regions of Iceland to determine
which areas align with personal interests and riding skill levels. Important
factors to consider include distance, terrain type, weather conditions, and
points of interest. Riders should also be aware of Iceland’s unique road
network, which includes paved highways as well as gravel and F-roads
(mountain roads), some of which require special permits or are accessible
only during certain months.



Route Selection and Timing

Choosing appropriate routes depends on the rider’s experience and the time
available. Popular routes range from the iconic Ring Road circumnavigating
the island to more remote areas such as the Westfjords or the Highlands.
Establishing daily mileage goals and scheduling rest days ensures a balanced
and enjoyable trip. It is advisable to allocate extra time for unexpected
stops and sightseeing, as Iceland’s natural attractions often invite
spontaneous exploration.

Documentation and Permits

Before setting off, riders must verify the necessary documentation, including
a valid motorcycle license, international driving permit (if required), and
proof of insurance. Some routes, particularly F-roads, may require special
permits or restrictions, so checking with local authorities or rental
agencies is essential to avoid fines or access issues.

Top Routes for Self Guided Motorcycle Tours in
Iceland

Iceland offers a variety of scenic routes ideal for self guided motorcycle
tours, each providing unique experiences and landscapes. Selecting the best
route depends on the desired adventure level and interests such as
waterfalls, geothermal areas, or coastal views.

The Ring Road (Route 1)

The Ring Road is Iceland’s main highway, encircling the island over
approximately 830 miles (1,335 kilometers). It connects major towns and
natural landmarks, including waterfalls like Seljalandsfoss and Skégafoss,
the black sand beaches of Vik, and the glacial lagoon Jokulsarlén. This route
is well-maintained and suitable for riders of all levels, making it the most
popular choice for self guided motorcycle tours in Iceland.

The Golden Circle

The Golden Circle is a shorter loop near Reykjavik, featuring some of
Iceland’s most famous attractions: bingvellir National Park, Geysir
geothermal area, and Gullfoss waterfall. This route is ideal for riders
seeking a day trip or a gentle introduction to Icelandic motorcycling,
offering paved roads and accessible sightseeing.



Westfjords and the Highlands

For more advanced riders, the Westfjords and Iceland’s interior Highlands
provide rugged roads and dramatic landscapes. These areas often include
gravel and F-roads requiring off-road capability and careful planning.
Highlights include Isafjérdur town, Dynjandi waterfall, and the volcanic
Askja caldera. Due to challenging terrain and variable weather, these routes
are best undertaken with prior experience and thorough preparation.

Essential Gear and Motorcycle Rental Options

Equipping properly is fundamental for comfort and safety during self guided
motorcycle tours in Iceland. Iceland’s weather is unpredictable, and
temperatures can vary widely, necessitating versatile and protective gear.

Recommended Riding Gear

Key gear includes a high-quality full-face helmet, waterproof and windproof
riding jacket and pants, thermal layers, gloves, and sturdy riding boots.
Additionally, carrying a rain suit, neck warmer, and sunglasses or goggles
enhances comfort. Reflective clothing or accessories improve visibility in
low-light conditions common in Iceland.

Motorcycle Rental Services

Several rental companies in Reykjavik and other cities offer motorcycles
suitable for Icelandic terrain, including adventure bikes and dual-sport
models. Rental options often include GPS devices, luggage racks, and
protective gear rentals. It is important to verify the rental terms,
insurance coverage, and maintenance support before booking. Early
reservations are recommended, especially during peak seasons.

Safety Tips and Riding Conditions in Iceland

Safety is paramount when undertaking self guided motorcycle tours in Iceland.
The country’s unique environment presents specific challenges that riders
must address to ensure a secure journey.

Weather and Road Conditions

Iceland’s weather can change rapidly, with sudden rain, strong winds, and

temperature fluctuations. Riders should monitor weather forecasts regularly
and be prepared to adjust plans accordingly. Roads vary from smooth asphalt
to gravel and volcanic ash surfaces, requiring adaptable riding techniques.



Awareness of slippery conditions, loose gravel, and narrow bridges is
essential.

Wildlife and Traffic Considerations

Encounters with wildlife, such as sheep crossing roads, are common in rural
areas. Riders should reduce speed and stay vigilant, particularly during dawn
and dusk. Icelandic traffic laws emphasize yielding to pedestrians and
maintaining safe distances. Adhering to speed limits and wearing reflective
gear contributes to overall safety.

Best Time to Embark on a Motorcycle Tour 1in
Iceland

Timing a self guided motorcycle tour in Iceland greatly influences the
experience. The country’s climate and daylight hours vary significantly
between seasons, affecting riding conditions and accessibility.

Summer Season (June to August)

Summer is the most popular time for motorcycle tours due to longer daylight
hours, milder temperatures, and generally favorable road conditions. The
Midnight Sun phenomenon provides extended riding opportunities, and most
roads, including many F-roads, are open. However, this period coincides with
peak tourism, which can impact accommodation availability and traffic.

Shoulder Seasons (May and September)

May and September offer cooler temperatures and fewer tourists, with many
attractions still accessible. Weather can be less predictable, and some
highland roads may be closed early or open late depending on conditions.
These months are suitable for riders seeking a quieter experience while still
enjoying decent weather.

Winter Season (October to April)

Winter tours are less common due to extreme weather, snow-covered roads, and
limited daylight. Only experienced riders with appropriate gear and
motorcycles equipped for winter conditions should consider this period. Some
rental companies may restrict motorcycle rentals during winter months for
safety reasons.



Accommodation and Food Options Along the Routes

Planning accommodations and meals is an important aspect of self guided
motorcycle tours in Iceland. Options range from hotels and guesthouses to
campsites, depending on the route and rider preferences.

Accommodation Types

e Hotels and Guesthouses: Widely available in towns and tourist hubs,
offering comfort and amenities.

e Farm Stays: Unique rural accommodations providing cultural insights and
local hospitality.

e Camping: Numerous campsites cater to motorcyclists, ideal for those
seeking budget-friendly or nature-focused stays.

Food and Dining

Icelandic cuisine features fresh seafood, lamb, dairy products, and
traditional dishes such as skyr and rye bread. Along popular routes,
restaurants and cafés offer meals suitable for travelers, though options can
be limited in remote areas. Carrying snacks and water is advisable,
especially when traveling through sparsely populated regions. Grocery stores
in towns enable provisioning for self-catering during the tour.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the benefits of taking a self-guided
motorcycle tour in Iceland?

Self-guided motorcycle tours in Iceland offer flexibility to explore at your
own pace, the freedom to customize your route, and an immersive experience
with Iceland's stunning landscapes without being tied to a group schedule.

What is the best time of year for a self-guided
motorcycle tour in Iceland?

The best time for a self-guided motorcycle tour in Iceland is during the
summer months, from June to August, when the weather is milder, daylight
hours are longer, and most roads and attractions are accessible.



What type of motorcycle is recommended for self-
guided tours in Iceland?

A reliable touring or adventure motorcycle with good fuel range and comfort
for long rides is recommended. Models like the BMW GS series or similar
adventure bikes are popular for handling Iceland's varied terrain.

Are there any safety tips for self-guided motorcycle
tours in Iceland?

Yes, riders should wear proper gear, check weather forecasts regularly, be
cautious of changing road conditions, avoid riding at night due to limited
visibility, and ensure their motorcycle is well-maintained for the journey.

How can I plan a self-guided motorcycle tour route
in Iceland?

You can plan your route by researching popular destinations such as the
Golden Circle, Ring Road, and Westfjords. Use GPS navigation tools, consider
daily riding distances, book accommodations in advance, and include stops at
natural landmarks and hot springs.

Additional Resources

1. Riding the Ring Road: A Self-Guided Motorcycle Tour of Iceland

This book offers a comprehensive guide to exploring Iceland’s iconic Ring
Road by motorcycle. It includes detailed route maps, recommended stops, and
practical tips for riders. Readers will find information on accommodations,
fuel stations, and scenic detours, making it perfect for planning a memorable
self-guided adventure.

2. Iceland on Two Wheels: The Ultimate Motorcycle Touring Companion

Designed for motorcyclists seeking an immersive experience, this guide covers
the best routes beyond the usual tourist paths. It highlights hidden gems,
cultural landmarks, and natural wonders accessible by motorcycle. The book
also provides advice on gear, weather conditions, and safety measures
specific to Icelandic terrain.

3. Solo Rides Through Iceland: A Motorcyclist’s Journey

This narrative-driven guide combines personal travel stories with practical
insights for solo riders. It emphasizes the freedom and challenges of
exploring Iceland alone on a motorcycle. Readers will gain inspiration and
useful tips for planning their own independent tours.

4. Off the Beaten Path: Iceland Motorcycle Routes for Adventurers

Focusing on less-traveled roads, this book encourages riders to venture
beyond the main highways. It details rugged trails, volcanic landscapes, and
remote villages accessible by motorcycle. The guide also covers preparation



for off-road riding and camping options.

5. The Iceland Motorcycle Touring Handbook

A thorough resource for anyone preparing for a motorcycle trip in Iceland,
this handbook covers everything from bike rental to emergency contacts. It
includes seasonal advice, maintenance tips, and checklists to ensure a smooth
journey. The book is ideal for first-time visitors and seasoned riders alike.

6. Wild Iceland: Motorcycle Routes and Scenic Detours

Highlighting the breathtaking natural beauty of Iceland, this guide focuses
on scenic motorcycle routes that showcase glaciers, waterfalls, and lava
fields. It offers route suggestions for different skill levels and trip
durations. Photographs and route descriptions help readers visualize their
adventure.

7. Motorcycling Iceland: Self-Guided Tours Through Fire and Ice

This book explores Iceland’s diverse landscapes, from volcanic deserts to icy
fjords, through curated motorcycle tours. It includes GPS coordinates,
recommended gear, and cultural insights to enrich the travel experience. The
guide also addresses riding safety and environmental responsibility.

8. Iceland Motorcycle Diaries: A Rider’s Travelogue

Combining travel memoir with practical advice, this book shares the author’s
personal experiences touring Iceland by motorcycle. It offers candid
reflections on challenges faced and memorable moments encountered along the
way. Readers will find both inspiration and useful tips for their own self-
guided tours.

9. Epic Iceland Motorbike Routes: Planning Your Ultimate Adventure

This guidebook is tailored for adventure motorcyclists looking to plan
extensive trips across Iceland’s varied terrain. It covers route planning,
timing, and logistical considerations for multi-day tours. Detailed maps and
suggested itineraries help riders maximize their exploration of the island.
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