self guided tour arlington national
cemetery

self guided tour arlington national cemetery offers a unique and profound way
to explore one of America's most hallowed grounds at your own pace. This
historic cemetery, located just across the Potomac River from Washington,
D.C., serves as the final resting place for over 400,000 military veterans
and their families. A self guided tour allows visitors to absorb the solemn
beauty and rich history of the site without the constraints of a structured
group. By utilizing maps, mobile apps, and detailed guides, visitors can
discover significant monuments, gravesites, and memorials that commemorate
the sacrifices made by American service members throughout history. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of how to plan and enjoy a self
guided tour Arlington National Cemetery, including key locations to visit,
practical tips, and historical background. The following table of contents
will guide readers through the main aspects of conducting a self guided tour
at this revered national landmark.
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Planning Your Self Guided Tour

Preparation is essential for a successful self guided tour Arlington National
Cemetery. Unlike guided tours, a self guided experience requires visitors to
independently navigate the expansive grounds while managing their own time
and itinerary. Planning ahead ensures that visitors can cover the most
important locations without feeling rushed or overwhelmed. It is advisable to
allocate at least two to three hours to explore the cemetery thoroughly,
though some may choose to spend an entire day to absorb the full depth of its
history and memorials.

Best Time to Visit

Visiting Arlington National Cemetery during the shoulder seasons of spring
and fall offers mild weather and fewer crowds. Early mornings are typically



quieter, providing a more reflective atmosphere. The cemetery is open daily,
with hours generally from 8:00 AM to 7:00 PM during summer months and shorter
hours in winter. Checking the official schedule before visiting can help
avoid unexpected closures or restrictions.

Entrance and Parking

The main entrance to Arlington National Cemetery is located at the Memorial
Avenue gate, which is accessible by car, public transportation, or on foot
from nearby Washington, D.C. There is limited free parking available on-site,
but it is often crowded during peak times. Visitors are encouraged to use
public transit options or park at designated facilities in Arlington and walk
to the cemetery entrance to minimize stress and traffic congestion.

Key Sites to Visit During the Tour

A self guided tour Arlington National Cemetery provides flexibility to
explore numerous historic and symbolic sites. Each location holds deep
significance, representing the valor and sacrifice of the nation's military
personnel. Prioritizing key landmarks enhances the educational and emotional
impact of the visit.

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier

Perhaps the most iconic site within Arlington National Cemetery, the Tomb of
the Unknown Soldier honors unidentified American service members who died in
combat. The tomb is guarded 24/7 by the elite Tomb Guard, who perform a
ceremonial changing of the guard every hour during the day and every half
hour during summer months. Visitors should allocate time to witness this
solemn ritual and reflect on its meaning.

John F. Kennedy Gravesite

The gravesite of President John F. Kennedy is marked by an eternal flame and
is one of the most visited locations in the cemetery. Nearby are the graves
of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis and other members of the Kennedy family. The
site symbolizes national mourning and remembrance for a president whose life
was tragically cut short.

Memorial Amphitheater and Women in Military Service
for America Memorial

The Memorial Amphitheater hosts official ceremonies, including Memorial Day
and Veterans Day events. Adjacent to it is the Women in Military Service for



America Memorial, which honors the contributions of women in the U.S. Armed
Forces. Both sites offer profound insights into military history and service.

Other Notable Monuments and Gravesites

Additional important sites include the Arlington House (Robert E. Lee
Memorial), the Space Shuttle Challenger and Columbia Memorials, and the
graves of Medal of Honor recipients. Exploring these areas allows visitors to
appreciate the diverse narratives and sacrifices represented within the
cemetery.

Using Resources and Tools for Navigation

Effective navigation is crucial for a rewarding self guided tour Arlington
National Cemetery. Fortunately, there are numerous resources designed to
assist visitors in exploring the grounds independently while gaining
historical context.

Official Maps and Brochures

Upon arrival, visitors can obtain free maps and informational brochures at
the Welcome Center. These materials highlight major points of interest,
recommended routes, and historical summaries. Utilizing these printed guides
helps create an organized and informative tour experience.

Mobile Apps and Audio Guides

Several mobile applications offer interactive maps, GPS tracking, and
detailed histories of monuments and gravesites within Arlington National
Cemetery. Audio guides provide narrated tours that enhance understanding and
engagement. These digital tools are especially useful for visitors seeking a
self paced, in-depth exploration with multimedia support.

Self Guided Tour Itineraries

Many websites and organizations provide suggested itineraries tailored to
different interests, such as military history, presidential gravesites, or
specific wars. These pre-planned routes can be downloaded and printed or
accessed via mobile devices to streamline the touring process.



Tips for Respectful and Meaningful Visits

Arlington National Cemetery is a sacred place of remembrance, and maintaining
respect is paramount during a self guided tour. Observing proper etiquette
ensures that the dignity of the site and the memory of those interred are
honored.

Behavior and Conduct

Visitors should speak softly, refrain from littering, and avoid disruptive
behavior. Photography is permitted, but flash photography and tripods may be
restricted in certain areas, especially during ceremonies. It is essential to
follow all posted rules and instructions from cemetery personnel.

Accessibility Considerations

The cemetery is wheelchair accessible, with paved paths and shuttle services
available to aid movement across the expansive grounds. Visitors with
mobility challenges should plan ahead to utilize these accommodations and
check for any accessibility updates.

Seasonal Events and Ceremonies

Attending official ceremonies such as the Memorial Day wreath-laying or the
Veterans Day observance can add profound significance to the visit. These
events are open to the public and provide opportunities for collective
remembrance and education.

Historical Significance of Arlington National
Cemetery

Understanding the historical context enriches the experience of a self guided
tour Arlington National Cemetery. Established during the Civil War, the
cemetery stands on the former estate of Confederate General Robert E. Lee,
symbolizing reconciliation and national unity.

Origins and Establishment

In 1864, the U.S. government designated the Arlington estate as a military
cemetery to provide burial space for Union soldiers. Over time, the grounds
expanded to include veterans from every American conflict, making it one of
the most significant military cemeteries in the world.



Notable Burials and Memorials

The cemetery is the final resting place of presidents, Supreme Court
justices, astronauts, and countless decorated service members. Monuments and
memorials throughout the site commemorate major American wars, military
units, and individual acts of heroism, reflecting the nation's evolving
military history.

Symbolism and National Identity

Arlington National Cemetery serves as a powerful symbol of sacrifice,
patriotism, and national identity. Its hallowed grounds provide a place for
reflection on the costs of freedom and the enduring legacy of those who
served the United States.

Essential Checklist for a Self Guided Tour
Arlington National Cemetery

Obtain official maps and brochures at the Welcome Center

Download a mobile app or audio guide for enhanced navigation and
information

Plan key sites to visit, including the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and
Kennedy gravesite

Respect cemetery rules and maintain decorum throughout the visit
e Wear comfortable shoes and dress appropriately for weather conditions
e Allow at least two to three hours, or more, to explore the grounds

e Consider attending a seasonal ceremony for added meaning

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a self-guided tour at Arlington National
Cemetery?

A self-guided tour at Arlington National Cemetery allows visitors to explore
the grounds at their own pace using maps, mobile apps, or printed guides
without the need for a formal tour guide.



How can I access a self-guided tour of Arlington
National Cemetery?

You can access self-guided tours by downloading the official Arlington
National Cemetery app, picking up printed maps at the visitor center, or
using online resources available on the cemetery’s official website.

What are the must-see sites on a self-guided tour of
Arlington National Cemetery?

Must-see sites include the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, John F. Kennedy's
gravesite, the Arlington House, the Memorial Amphitheater, and the Women in
Military Service for America Memorial.

Are there any mobile apps recommended for a self-
guided tour of Arlington National Cemetery?

Yes, the official Arlington National Cemetery app offers an interactive map,
audio guides, and detailed information about gravesites and memorials,
enhancing the self-guided tour experience.

Is there an admission fee for a self-guided tour at
Arlington National Cemetery?

No, admission to Arlington National Cemetery is free, including for those
taking self-guided tours.

How long should I plan for a self-guided tour of
Arlington National Cemetery?

A self-guided tour can take anywhere from 2 to 4 hours, depending on how many
sites you visit and the pace at which you explore.

Can I drive through Arlington National Cemetery
during a self-guided tour?

Yes, visitors can drive through the cemetery and stop at designated points of
interest, but parking is limited and visitors should follow all cemetery
regulations.

Are there any accessibility options for self-guided
tours at Arlington National Cemetery?

Yes, Arlington National Cemetery offers wheelchair-accessible paths and the
official app provides features to assist visitors with disabilities during
self-guided tours.



Where can I find printed maps or guides for a self-
guided tour at Arlington National Cemetery?

Printed maps and guides are available at the Arlington National Cemetery
Visitor Center, which is the best starting point for a self-guided tour.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Arlington National Cemetery: A Self-Guided Tour

This comprehensive guide offers visitors a detailed map and insightful
commentary to navigate Arlington National Cemetery at their own pace. It
highlights the most significant memorials and gravesites, providing
historical context and stories behind them. Perfect for history enthusiasts
and casual visitors alike, the book ensures a meaningful and educational
experience.

2. Arlington National Cemetery: A Visitor’s Companion

Designed as a pocket-sized companion, this book helps tourists explore
Arlington National Cemetery with ease. It includes suggested walking routes,
important landmarks, and tips for respectful visitation. The guide also
delves into the cemetery’s origins and the heroes interred there.

3. Silent Heroes: A Self-Guided Tour of Arlington National Cemetery

Focusing on the valor and sacrifices of individuals buried at Arlington, this
book provides detailed biographies and stories. It encourages visitors to
connect personally with the history while walking through the grounds
independently. The guide is enriched with photographs and maps to enhance the
experience.

4. Arlington National Cemetery: History and Highlights for Self-Guided Tours
This volume offers a blend of historical background and practical touring
advice, making it ideal for self-guided visitors. It covers major monuments,
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and famous gravesites along with lesser-
known spots. Readers will gain a deep appreciation of the cemetery’s role in
American history.

5. Walking Through Valor: A Self-Guided Tour of Arlington National Cemetery
Featuring curated walking paths, this book enables readers to explore
Arlington National Cemetery’s most poignant memorials at their own tempo. The
author shares stories of heroism and sacrifice tied to specific locations,
enriching the visitor’s journey. It includes maps and QR codes linking to
audio narratives.

6. Arlington National Cemetery: A Personal Journey of Remembrance

This guidebook blends self-guided tour instructions with reflective prompts
and historical insights. Visitors are invited to engage deeply with the
stories of those buried at Arlington, making their experience both
educational and emotional. The book also offers suggestions for quiet
contemplation spots within the cemetery.



7. Discovering Arlington National Cemetery: A Self-Guided Walking Tour
Ideal for first-time visitors, this easy-to-follow guide provides step-by-
step directions and highlights must-see memorials and graves. It includes
historical anecdotes and background on prominent figures, helping readers
appreciate the significance of their visit. The guide also suggests nearby
amenities and visitor services.

8. The Stories Behind Arlington: A Self-Guided Tour of America’s National
Shrine

This book dives into the personal stories of soldiers, statesmen, and heroes
interred at Arlington National Cemetery. It encourages visitors to explore on
their own while learning about the individuals who shaped American history.
The guide combines narrative history with practical touring advice.

9. Arlington National Cemetery Uncovered: A Self-Guided Exploration

Aimed at those who wish to explore Arlington beyond the well-known sites,
this guide uncovers hidden gems and lesser-visited sections of the cemetery.
It provides detailed maps, historical notes, and suggestions for creating a
customized tour experience. The book invites readers to discover the depth
and breadth of Arlington’s heritage.
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