self guided walking tour savannah ga

self guided walking tour savannah ga offers an immersive and flexible way to
explore one of America’s most charming and historic cities. Known for its
cobblestone streets, historic squares, and stunning architecture, Savannah
provides an ideal setting for visitors who wish to discover the city at their
own pace. This article provides a comprehensive guide to planning and
enjoying a self guided walking tour in Savannah, GA, highlighting must-see
landmarks, practical tips, and suggested routes. Whether interested in
history, culture, or simply soaking in the Southern charm, this guide will
help visitors maximize their experience. With detailed descriptions and
insider insights, the article also covers essential preparation steps, safety
considerations, and ways to enhance your walking tour. Below is an overview
of the main sections covered in this guide.

e Why Choose a Self Guided Walking Tour in Savannah

Planning Your Walking Tour: Preparation and Tips

Top Attractions to Include in Your Self Guided Tour

Recommended Walking Routes and Itineraries

Enhancing Your Tour Experience

e Safety and Accessibility Considerations

Why Choose a Self Guided Walking Tour in
Savannah

Choosing a self guided walking tour in Savannah, GA, allows visitors to
explore the city with unmatched flexibility and personalization. Unlike
organized group tours, self guided tours enable travelers to set their own
pace, spend as much time as desired at each stop, and tailor the itinerary to
specific interests. Savannah’s compact downtown area, with its walkable
streets and numerous historic sites, is perfectly suited for such independent
exploration. Additionally, self guided tours often save money and provide an
opportunity to discover hidden gems that might be overlooked by conventional
tours. The ability to immerse oneself fully in Savannah’s rich history,
vibrant culture, and scenic beauty makes this approach a popular choice for
visitors seeking a meaningful and memorable experience.



Flexibility and Personalization

Self guided walking tours empower visitors to customize their routes based on
personal preferences. Whether a focus on historic landmarks, art galleries,

gardens, or culinary stops, the tour can be easily adjusted. This flexibility
is particularly beneficial for those with limited time or specific interests.

Cost-Effectiveness

Without the need to pay for a guided service or transportation, self guided
tours are an economical way to explore Savannah. Visitors can choose free or
low-cost entry sites and manage expenses according to their budget.

Immersive Cultural Experience

Walking through Savannah’'s streets allows for intimate engagement with the
city’'s unique architecture, local businesses, and public parks. This hands-on
experience fosters a deeper appreciation of Savannah’s heritage and Southern
hospitality.

Planning Your Walking Tour: Preparation and
Tips

Proper planning enhances the enjoyment and safety of a self guided walking
tour in Savannah, GA. Understanding the city layout, choosing the right time
to walk, and preparing necessary items can make the experience more
comfortable and efficient. This section outlines key considerations before
setting out on foot.

Research and Map Out Your Route

Prior to the tour, researching the locations of interest and plotting a route
on a map 1is essential. Savannah’s historic district is organized around
numerous public squares, each with unique attractions. Utilizing digital maps
or printed guides can help navigate smoothly.

Check the Weather and Dress Appropriately

Weather conditions in Savannah can vary, with hot summers and mild winters.
Wearing comfortable walking shoes, light clothing, and carrying sun
protection such as hats and sunscreen is recommended. Checking the forecast
helps avoid rain or extreme heat.



Essential Items to Bring

Carrying water, a portable phone charger, a camera or smartphone for photos,
and identification is advisable. A small backpack or crossbody bag can keep
belongings secure and hands free.

Timing Your Tour

Early mornings or late afternoons provide pleasant temperatures and softer
lighting for photography. Weekdays might be less crowded compared to
weekends. Allocating several hours ensures adequate time to explore multiple
sites.

Top Attractions to Include in Your Self Guided
Tour

Savannah is rich with historic landmarks, picturesque squares, and cultural
sites that are perfect for a self guided walking tour. This section
highlights some of the most iconic and worthwhile stops to incorporate into
your itinerary.

Historic Squares and Parks

Savannah’s distinctive layout includes 22 historic squares, each surrounded
by moss-draped oak trees and notable buildings. Key squares to visit include:

e Forsyth Park: A large green space known for its iconic fountain and
walking paths.

e Chippewa Square: Famous for the bench scene in the film “Forrest Gump.”

e Monterey Square: Surrounded by historic mansions and the Mercer-Williams
House.

Historic Buildings and Museums

Several historic buildings showcase Savannah’s rich past. Notable sites
include:

e Owens-Thomas House: A National Historic Landmark featuring period
architecture and furnishings.

e Juliette Gordon Low Birthplace: The home of the Girl Scouts founder.



e Savannah History Museum: Exhibits on the city’s colonial and Civil War
history.

Waterfront and River Street

The Savannah River waterfront is a lively area with shops, restaurants, and
historic wharves. Walking along River Street provides scenic views and a
taste of the city’s maritime heritage.

Recommended Walking Routes and Itineraries

To optimize the self guided walking tour savannah ga experience, structured
routes and itineraries can be followed. These suggested routes balance
historical highlights, scenic beauty, and leisurely stops.

Classic Historic District Loop

This approximately 2.5-mile loop covers the main squares and landmarks in the
Historic District. Starting at Forsyth Park, the route proceeds north through
Monterey and Chippewa Squares, passes key historic homes, and ends along
River Street.

Waterfront and Historic Homes Route

Focusing on the riverfront and nearby mansions, this 2-mile route includes a
stroll along River Street, visits to the Owens-Thomas House, and a walk
through Colonial Park Cemetery. It offers a blend of history and lively
atmosphere.

Extended Cultural and Architectural Tour

For those with more time, this 3-4 mile itinerary expands to include museums,
art galleries, and lesser-known squares. It is ideal for visitors seeking a
comprehensive understanding of Savannah’s culture and design.

Enhancing Your Tour Experience

Additional resources and strategies can enrich a self guided walking tour
savannah ga, making it more informative and enjoyable. This section discusses
tools and ideas to consider.



Use of Mobile Apps and Audio Guides

Several mobile applications offer GPS-based tours with detailed descriptions,
historical facts, and multimedia content. Utilizing these apps can provide a
virtual guide without the need for a live tour leader.

Incorporating Local Cuisine and Shopping

Planning stops at local eateries and shops along the walking route introduces
visitors to Savannah’s culinary delights and artisan products. Sampling
Southern specialties and picking up unique souvenirs add to the experience.

Photography and Note-Taking

Bringing a camera or smartphone allows capturing the city’s aesthetic charm.
Keeping notes or journaling impressions can enhance memory retention and
provide a personal record of the visit.

Safety and Accessibility Considerations

Ensuring safety and accessibility is crucial when undertaking a self guided
walking tour in Savannah, GA. Awareness of surroundings and preparation for
physical conditions contribute to a secure and comfortable journey.

Pedestrian Safety

Savannah’s streets often feature uneven pavements and cobblestones, requiring
careful footing. Staying on designated sidewalks, obeying traffic signals,
and avoiding nighttime walking in poorly lit areas are important safety
measures.

Accessibility for A1l Visitors

Many parts of Savannah’'s historic district are wheelchair accessible, but
some older buildings and cobblestone streets may pose challenges. Planning
routes with accessibility in mind and checking site accommodations ahead of
time ensures inclusiveness.

Health and Emergency Preparedness

Carrying a basic first aid kit, staying hydrated, and knowing the locations
of nearby medical facilities contribute to well-being during the tour.
Informing someone of your itinerary can be a prudent safety practice.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best neighborhoods to explore on a
self-guided walking tour in Savannah, GA?

The best neighborhoods for a self-guided walking tour in Savannah include the
Historic District, Victorian District, and the waterfront area. These
neighborhoods feature beautiful architecture, historic landmarks, and
charming squares that capture the city's unique charm.

How long does a typical self-guided walking tour in
Savannah, GA take?

A typical self-guided walking tour in Savannah usually takes between 2 to 4
hours, depending on the route chosen and the number of stops made at historic
sites, parks, and local shops.

Are there mobile apps available for self-guided
walking tours in Savannah, GA?

Yes, there are several mobile apps available that offer self-guided walking
tours in Savannah, such as GPSmyCity, Detour, and the official Visit Savannah
app. These apps provide maps, audio guides, and detailed information about
points of interest.

What are some must-see landmarks included in a self-
guided walking tour of Savannah, GA?

Must-see landmarks on a Savannah self-guided walking tour include Forsyth
Park, the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, River Street, the Owens-Thomas
House, and the many historic squares like Chippewa Square and Monterey
Square.

Is it safe to do a self-guided walking tour in
Savannah, GA?

Yes, Savannah is generally safe for self-guided walking tours, especially
during daylight hours. It's recommended to stay in well-populated areas, keep
an eye on your belongings, and follow standard safety precautions while
exploring the city.

Additional Resources

1. Strolling Through Savannah: A Self-Guided Walking Tour
This book offers a detailed walking tour of Savannah’s historic district,



perfect for visitors wanting to explore at their own pace. It includes maps,
points of interest, and historical anecdotes that bring the city’s charming
streets to life. Readers will discover hidden gems, beautiful squares, and
iconic landmarks through easy-to-follow routes.

2. Savannah on Foot: Discovering the City’s Best Walks

Designed for walkers of all levels, this guide highlights the most scenic and
culturally rich paths in Savannah, Georgia. Each walk is accompanied by
background stories about architecture, local legends, and notable residents.
It’'s a great companion for those who want to immerse themselves in Savannah’s
unique Southern charm.

3. The Complete Savannah Walking Tour Guide

This comprehensive guidebook covers multiple walking tours across Savannah,
including historic neighborhoods, riverfront areas, and hidden courtyards.
The book includes detailed descriptions, historical context, and practical
tips for navigating the city. Ideal for history buffs and casual tourists
alike.

4. Historic Savannah: A Self-Guided Walking Experience

Focusing on Savannah’s rich history, this book takes readers on a journey
through the city’s significant sites and landmarks. It provides insights into
Savannah’s founding, architectural styles, and notable events. The self-
guided format allows readers to explore at their leisure while gaining a deep
appreciation for the city’s past.

5. Walking Savannah’s Squares: A Guide to the City’s Iconic Parks

Savannah is famous for its beautiful public squares, and this guidebook
explores each one in detail. Readers will learn about the history, design,
and stories behind the city’s 22 squares while following suggested walking
routes. It’s an ideal resource for visitors wanting to experience Savannah’s
green spaces like a local.

6. Ghosts and Legends: A Walking Tour of Savannah’s Haunted Sites

For those interested in the supernatural, this book provides a self-guided
walking tour of Savannah’s most haunted locations. It combines history with
folklore and ghost stories, offering an intriguing look at the city’s
mysterious side. The guide includes maps and tips for nighttime tours.

7. Art and Architecture in Savannah: A Walking Guide

This guidebook focuses on Savannah’s rich artistic and architectural
heritage, highlighting murals, galleries, and historic buildings. It
encourages readers to explore the city’s creative spirit through curated
walking routes. Perfect for art lovers and architecture enthusiasts visiting
Savannah.

8. Family-Friendly Walking Tours of Savannah

Tailored for families, this book presents engaging and educational walking
tours suitable for children and adults alike. It features interactive
activities, fun facts, and accessible routes that ensure an enjoyable
experience for all ages. The guide helps families create lasting memories



while exploring Savannah on foot.

9. Seasonal Walks in Savannah: Exploring the City Year-Round

This unique guidebook offers walking tours designed around Savannah’s
seasons, highlighting seasonal events, gardens, and natural beauty. Readers
can enjoy tailored experiences whether visiting in spring, summer, fall, or
winter. The book provides tips on what to see and do depending on the time of
year.
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