
send away the tigers lyrics
Send away the tigers lyrics is a phrase that resonates deeply with fans of the British rock band
Manic Street Preachers. The song, featured on their sixth studio album released in 2007, captures a
plethora of emotions and themes that are reflective of the band's unique sound and lyrical depth. In
this article, we will explore the lyrics, the context of the song within the band's discography, and the
broader themes that it encapsulates.

Understanding the Song's Background

The Manic Street Preachers: A Brief Overview

Formed in 1986, the Manic Street Preachers emerged as a band that combined punk rock energy
with profound and often political lyrics. Known for their striking imagery and philosophical musings,
they have garnered a devoted following over the decades. The band's lineup, which includes James
Dean Bradfield, Nicky Wire, and Sean Moore, has been instrumental in shaping their sound and
message.

"Send Away the Tigers" Album Context

"Send Away the Tigers" is the title track of the band's 2007 album. This album marked a significant
return to form for the band after a period of experimentation and introspection. It is characterized
by a more melodic rock sound, reminiscent of their earlier works, while still incorporating modern
elements. The title itself evokes themes of nostalgia, loss, and the passage of time—common motifs
in the band’s oeuvre.

Lyrics Analysis

The lyrics of "Send Away the Tigers" are rich with imagery and metaphor, which is a hallmark of the
Manic Street Preachers' style. The song explores themes of escape, liberation, and the struggle
against inner demons.

Key Themes in the Lyrics

1. Escape and Freedom:
The notion of sending away the tigers suggests a desire to escape from fear or oppressive situations.
Tigers, often symbols of power and danger, represent the challenges one faces in life. The lyrics
convey a yearning to break free from these constraints.



2. Nostalgia and Memory:
Throughout the song, there is a sense of looking back at one's past. The lyrics invoke memories that
are bittersweet, reflecting both joy and sorrow. This duality is a common theme in the band’s music,
as they often grapple with the complexities of remembering.

3. Existential Reflection:
The song invites listeners to ponder their existence and the meaning behind their struggles. The
lyrics suggest an introspective journey, where one must confront their fears and uncertainties.

Lyrical Structure and Style

Manic Street Preachers are known for their poetic approach to songwriting. The lyrical structure of
"Send Away the Tigers" is both dynamic and evocative:

- Imagery: The use of vivid images creates a strong visual connection for listeners. The tigers serve
as a powerful symbol that resonates throughout the song.
- Metaphorical Language: The lyrics are layered with metaphors that invite multiple interpretations.
This complexity is a key aspect of the band's appeal.
- Repetition: Certain phrases and lines are repeated to emphasize key themes and emotions, creating
a haunting effect that lingers in the listener's mind.

The Impact of the Song

Critical Reception

"Send Away the Tigers" received positive reviews from critics, who praised its return to a more
melodic rock sound while still retaining the band's signature lyrical depth. Many noted that the
song, along with the album, demonstrated the band's ability to evolve while staying true to their
roots.

Fan Interpretations

Fans have often interpreted the song in various ways, reflecting their personal experiences and
emotions. Some common interpretations include:

- Personal Struggles: Many fans relate to the themes of battling inner demons and the desire for
liberation from life's challenges.
- Societal Commentary: Others view the song as a critique of societal expectations and the pressure
to conform.
- Healing and Growth: The notion of sending away the tigers can also be seen as a metaphor for
personal growth, signifying the process of confronting and overcoming one's fears.



Live Performances and Legacy

Live Performances

The Manic Street Preachers have performed "Send Away the Tigers" at numerous concerts and
festivals since its release. Live renditions often bring a new energy to the song, with the band
interacting with the audience and enhancing the emotional impact of the lyrics. The crowd's
response further amplifies the song's themes of liberation and connection.

Legacy within the Band's Discography

"Send Away the Tigers" stands out as a pivotal track in the Manic Street Preachers' career. It marks
a significant moment of reflection and rejuvenation for the band, bridging their past with their
present. This song, along with the album, has become a staple in their live performances and
continues to resonate with fans old and new.

Conclusion

In summary, send away the tigers lyrics encapsulate a journey through fear, nostalgia, and the quest
for freedom. The Manic Street Preachers have masterfully woven together themes that resonate
deeply with listeners, making the song a powerful anthem for those grappling with their inner
battles. Through vivid imagery and poetic language, the band invites us to reflect on our own lives
and the “tigers” we may need to send away.

As the years progress, "Send Away the Tigers" remains a significant piece of the Manic Street
Preachers' legacy, a reminder of the power of music to evoke emotion, provoke thought, and foster
connection. Whether through personal interpretation or collective memory, the song continues to
inspire and engage, solidifying its place in the hearts of fans around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of the song 'Send Away the Tigers'?
The main theme revolves around resilience and the struggle against personal and societal
challenges.

Who is the artist behind the song 'Send Away the Tigers'?
The song is by the Welsh rock band Manic Street Preachers.



In what year was 'Send Away the Tigers' released?
The song was released in 2007 as part of the album of the same name.

What does the phrase 'send away the tigers' symbolize in the
lyrics?
It symbolizes facing fears and confronting the darker aspects of life head-on.

Are there any notable lines in 'Send Away the Tigers' that
reflect its core message?
Yes, the lyrics emphasize themes of liberation and the importance of overcoming obstacles.

How does the musical style of 'Send Away the Tigers' reflect
its lyrical content?
The song features energetic instrumentation that complements its empowering and defiant lyrics.

What impact did 'Send Away the Tigers' have on the band's
career?
The song contributed to a resurgence in popularity for Manic Street Preachers and showcased their
evolving sound.

Can you provide a brief analysis of the lyrical structure in
'Send Away the Tigers'?
The lyrics are structured with vivid imagery and emotional depth, creating a narrative that
encourages perseverance.
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