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Sequel to The Giver by Lois Lowry has been a topic of interest for many
readers who were captivated by the original book, published in 1993. Lois
Lowry's "The Giver" is a dystopian novel that explores themes of memory,
individuality, and the complexities of human emotion. It follows the story of
Jonas, a young boy who is selected to inherit the position of the Receiver of
Memory in a highly controlled society that has eliminated pain and suffering
at the cost of personal freedom and emotional depth. As readers turned the
last page of this compelling narrative, many were left wondering about the
fate of Jonas and the world he inhabited. In response to this growing
curiosity, Lowry released a sequel, "Son," in 2012, which serves as a bridge
between the original story and new revelations about the world that Lowry has
created.

Overview of "The Giver"

"The Giver" introduces readers to a seemingly utopian community where
everything is meticulously regulated to ensure the stability and happiness of
its citizens. The story unfolds through Jonas's eyes as he begins to learn
about the harsh realities that have been hidden from him and his peers. The
role of the Receiver of Memory, which Jonas is chosen to fulfill, is to hold
all the memories of the past—both the joys and the sorrows—so that the rest
of the community can live in ignorance and bliss.

Key themes in "The Giver" include:

- The Importance of Memory: The novel emphasizes how memories shape identity
and understanding.
- The Value of Individuality: Jonas's journey highlights the significance of
personal choices and emotions.
- The Consequences of a Controlled Society: The story critiques the dangers
of sacrificing freedom for the sake of stability.

Introduction to "Son"

"Son" is the fourth book in Lois Lowry's Giver Quartet, which also includes
"Gathering Blue" and "The Messenger." While "The Giver" stands alone as a
powerful narrative, "Son" expands the universe Lowry created by introducing
new characters and exploring different aspects of the society established in
the first book. The sequel focuses on Claire, a character who was only
briefly mentioned in "The Giver" as Jonas's mother.



The Character of Claire

Claire's story begins with her experience as a Birthmother, a role that is
critical in the community's system of reproduction. Unlike other citizens,
Birthmothers are not allowed to raise their children, and their primary
purpose is to produce offspring for the community. Claire's journey is marked
by her struggle with the limitations imposed on her and her desire for
connection with her child, Gabriel, who is ultimately chosen to be raised in
the nurturing environment of the Nurturing Center.

Key aspects of Claire's character include:

- Maternal Instinct: Claire's deep love for her son drives her actions
throughout the novel.
- Quest for Identity: As she navigates her role in the community, Claire
seeks to understand her purpose beyond being a Birthmother.
- Courage and Resilience: Claire's determination to defy societal norms
showcases her strength and willingness to fight for her beliefs.

Thematic Exploration in "Son"

While both "The Giver" and "Son" address the implications of a controlled
society, "Son" delves deeper into themes of love, connection, and the human
experience. The novel reinforces the idea that emotions—both positive and
negative—are essential to the richness of life.

Love and Connection

One of the most significant themes in "Son" is the exploration of love and
the bonds that connect individuals. Claire's relationship with Gabriel
becomes the focal point of her journey, as she seeks to reunite with him
after being separated at birth. This quest reveals the importance of familial
ties and the instinctual desire to nurture and protect loved ones.

Freedom vs. Control

"Son" also addresses the tension between personal freedom and societal
control. As Claire learns more about the community's structure and its
limitations, she becomes increasingly aware of the sacrifices made for the
sake of stability. Her journey toward freedom reflects the broader struggle
for autonomy that defines the human experience.



Identity and Self-Discovery

Claire's evolution throughout the novel illustrates the significance of self-
discovery. As she grapples with her identity, she learns to assert herself
and challenge the values of her community. This theme resonates with readers,
particularly those who have experienced their own journeys of self-identity.

Connections to "The Giver" and the Giver
Quartet

"Son" serves as a complementary narrative to "The Giver," allowing readers to
gain a broader understanding of the world Lowry has constructed. The sequel
does not simply retell Jonas's story; instead, it provides new perspectives
and insights that enhance the overall narrative of the quartet.

Intertwining Stories

The events in "Son" occur concurrently with the events of "The Giver," and
Claire's story intersects with Jonas's in meaningful ways. As Claire searches
for Gabriel, readers are reminded of the importance of connection and the
impact that one individual's choices can have on the lives of others.

The Expansion of the Universe

"Son" introduces new characters and settings, expanding the universe of "The
Giver." The exploration of different societal roles, such as Birthmothers and
Nurturers, provides readers with a more nuanced understanding of how the
community functions. This expansion enriches the overall narrative and
encourages readers to consider the implications of a controlled society from
various angles.

Reception and Impact of "Son"

"Son" has received a warm reception from both critics and readers, who
appreciate Lowry's ability to delve deeper into the themes established in
"The Giver." Many have praised the sequel for its emotional depth and
character development, highlighting Claire's journey as a powerful
exploration of motherhood, identity, and the quest for freedom.

Key points about the reception include:



- Critical Acclaim: The novel has been recognized for its thought-provoking
themes and engaging storytelling.
- Reader Engagement: Fans of "The Giver" have found the sequel to be a
satisfying continuation of the story, with many expressing a desire for
further exploration of the Giver Quartet.
- Educational Value: "Son," like its predecessor, is often included in school
curricula, prompting discussions about dystopian societies, ethics, and the
human experience.

Conclusion

The sequel to "The Giver," titled "Son," serves as a profound exploration of
love, identity, and the struggle for autonomy within a controlled society.
Lois Lowry successfully builds upon the themes established in the original
novel, providing readers with a richer understanding of the characters and
the world they inhabit. Claire's journey as a Birthmother and her quest to
reunite with her son, Gabriel, resonate with fundamental human experiences,
making "Son" a compelling read that complements the powerful narrative of
"The Giver." As readers reflect on both books, they are invited to consider
the complexities of memory, emotion, and the choices that define their own
lives. The Giver Quartet continues to inspire discussions about freedom,
individuality, and the importance of human connection, solidifying its place
as a timeless exploration of the human condition.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is there a sequel to 'The Giver' by Lois Lowry?
Yes, the sequel is titled 'Gathering Blue' and was published in 2000.

What is the main theme of the sequel 'Gathering
Blue'?
The main theme revolves around individuality, creativity, and the importance
of personal choices in a controlled society.

Are 'The Giver' and 'Gathering Blue' connected?
Yes, they are part of a loose quartet that explores different aspects of
dystopian societies, with some recurring characters and themes.

What are the other books in 'The Giver' quartet?
The other books are 'Messenger' and 'Son', completing the series that delves
deeper into the themes of freedom and community.



Can 'Gathering Blue' be read independently of 'The
Giver'?
Yes, 'Gathering Blue' can be read as a standalone novel, but readers may
appreciate the connections to 'The Giver' more fully if they read them in
order.

What is the setting of 'Gathering Blue'?
'Gathering Blue' is set in a post-apocalyptic world where society values
conformity and punishes those who are different or weak.

How does the protagonist, Kira, differ from Jonas in
'The Giver'?
Kira is a talented weaver who uses her artistic skills to challenge societal
norms, while Jonas is focused on the pursuit of knowledge and emotional
depth.
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