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The Interview is a 2014 satirical action-comedy film directed by Seth Rogen
and Evan Goldberg. The movie gained notoriety not only for its comedic
storyline but also for the intense international controversy it sparked. The
film stars Rogen himself alongside James Franco, and it centers around a
fictional plot to assassinate North Korean leader Kim Jong-un. This article
delves into the plot, the controversy, the impact it had on the film
industry, and the film's reception.

Plot Summary

In The Interview, Rogen and Franco portray Dave Skylark and Aaron Rapoport,
respectively. They are the hosts of a popular celebrity tabloid show. When
they discover that Kim Jong-un is a fan of their program, they land an
exclusive interview with the North Korean leader. However, the CIA catches
wind of their meeting and recruits them for a covert mission: to assassinate
Kim Jong-un during their visit to North Korea.

The film follows their journey as they navigate the challenges of
interviewing a dictator while simultaneously preparing for their mission. The
plot is filled with comedic elements, showcasing the absurdity of the
situation as Skylark and Rapoport attempt to balance their roles as
journalists and secret agents.

Main Characters

Dave Skylark (James Franco): The charismatic but somewhat clueless host
of the talk show.

Aaron Rapoport (Seth Rogen): The more serious and anxious producer who
is hesitant about the assassination plot.

Kim Jong-un (Randall Park): The North Korean leader, who is portrayed in
a humorous and exaggerated manner.

Suzanne (Lizzy Caplan): A CIA agent who guides Skylark and Rapoport in
their mission.



The Controversy

Upon its release, The Interview quickly became embroiled in controversy. The
film's portrayal of Kim Jong-un and its plot to assassinate him was met with
outrage from North Korea. In response, the North Korean government issued
threats against the film's release, leading to heightened tensions and
security concerns.

Cyberattack on Sony Pictures

As the film's release date approached, Sony Pictures, the studio behind the
film, was the target of a massive cyberattack. Hackers, claiming to be
associated with North Korea, leaked sensitive internal documents, personal
employee information, and unreleased films. The attack was widely interpreted
as a response to The Interview and raised questions about freedom of speech
and the power of cinema.

Impact on Film Distribution

The controversy surrounding The Interview forced Sony to reconsider its
distribution strategy. Initially, the film was set for a wide theatrical
release, but after the threats escalated, several major theater chains pulled
out, fearing for the safety of their patrons. In an unprecedented move, Sony
decided to release the film both in select theaters and on digital platforms,
allowing audiences to rent or purchase it online.

Critical Reception

Despite the controversy, The Interview received mixed reviews from critics.
Some praised its audacious humor and the performances of Franco and Rogen,
while others criticized it for being too simplistic or lacking depth. The
film currently holds a rating of around 50% on Rotten Tomatoes, indicating a
divided reception.

Box Office Performance

Despite the challenges it faced, The Interview performed reasonably well at
the box office. It grossed over $40 million domestically and found a
substantial audience through digital rentals and sales. The film’s unique
release strategy may have influenced its financial success, as it was able to
reach viewers who were eager to see it despite the controversies.



Cultural Impact

The Interview had a lasting impact on the film industry and popular culture.
It raised important questions about the boundaries of satire and the
responsibilities of filmmakers when addressing sensitive political topics.
The film also sparked conversations about artistic freedom and the
implications of censorship in a globalized world.

Legacy in Popular Culture

The film has since become a cultural touchstone, often referenced in
discussions about political satire and the intersection of media and global
politics. It also paved the way for other filmmakers to explore controversial
subjects, demonstrating that there is a market for audacious comedy that
tackles serious issues.

Conclusion

In conclusion, The Interview serves as a unique case study in the landscape
of modern cinema. Directed by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg, the film combines
humor with a daring political narrative that resonated with audiences
despite—or perhaps because of—the controversy it sparked. The film challenges
viewers to consider the responsibilities of filmmakers in portraying real-
world figures and events, while also providing a hilarious, if exaggerated,
look at the absurdity of international relations.

As the world becomes increasingly interconnected, films like The Interview
remind us of the power of cinema to provoke thought, entertain, and even
instigate conversations about freedom, censorship, and the role of satire in
society. Whether viewed as a comedy or a political statement, The Interview
undoubtedly left its mark on both the film industry and broader cultural
discussions.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'The Interview'?
The main plot of 'The Interview' revolves around two journalists, played by
Seth Rogen and James Franco, who are recruited by the CIA to assassinate
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un after landing an interview with him.



Why was 'The Interview' controversial?
The film sparked significant controversy due to its depiction of Kim Jong-un
and the assassination plot, leading to threats from North Korea and a
cyberattack on Sony Pictures, the film's distributor.

What was the initial response from critics to 'The
Interview'?
Critics had mixed responses to 'The Interview'; while some praised its humor
and boldness, others criticized it for being offensive and lacking substance.

How did the release of 'The Interview' impact film
distribution methods?
The release of 'The Interview' prompted discussions about digital
distribution, as it was made available for online streaming and rental after
a limited theatrical release due to security concerns.

What was the box office performance of 'The
Interview'?
Despite the controversies, 'The Interview' grossed over $40 million at the
box office, which was considered a success given its limited release and the
circumstances surrounding it.

Who directed 'The Interview'?
The film was directed by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg, who co-wrote the
screenplay with Dan Sterling.

What themes are explored in 'The Interview'?
The film explores themes of freedom of speech, media influence, and the
absurdity of political propaganda, often through its satirical and comedic
lens.

How did audiences react to the film after its
release?
Audiences generally found 'The Interview' entertaining and humorous, although
reactions varied widely due to the film's provocative subject matter.

What was the cultural impact of 'The Interview'?
The film became a cultural touchstone, representing the tensions between the
U.S. and North Korea and igniting discussions about censorship, artistic



expression, and international relations.

Did 'The Interview' win any awards?
While 'The Interview' did not win major awards, it received some nominations,
including the MTV Movie Awards, highlighting its cultural relevance and
popularity among audiences.
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