seven wonders of the world

Seven Wonders of the World have captivated the imagination of people for centuries. These remarkable
structures are a testament to human ingenuity, creativity, and the ability to overcome challenges. They
represent the pinnacle of architectural and artistic achievement across different cultures and time periods.
The concept of wonders has evolved over time, giving rise to ancient and modern lists that reflect various
eras and perspectives. In this article, we will explore both the ancient and modern wonders, their

significance, and what makes them stand out.

Ancient Wonders of the World

The original Seven Wonders of the Ancient World were remarkable constructions known to the Greeks.
They were mainly located around the Mediterranean and were celebrated for their grandeur and artistry.
Here is a list of these ancient wonders:

1. The Great Pyramid of Giza

2. The Hanging Gardens of Babylon

3. The Statue of Zeus at Olympia

4. The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus

5. The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus

6. The Colossus of Rhodes

7. The Lighthouse of Alexandria

The Great Pyramid of Giza

The only surviving wonder of the original list, the Great Pyramid of Giza was built around 2580-2560 BC
as a tomb for the Pharaoh Khufu. Located in Egypt, it originally stood at 146.6 meters (481 feet), making it
the tallest man-made structure in the world for over 3,800 years. The precision of its construction, with

millions of limestone blocks, is a marvel of ancient engineering.



The Hanging Gardens of Babylon

Described as an extraordinary series of tiered gardens, the Hanging Gardens are said to be located in the
ancient city of Babylon, near present-day Hillah, Iraq. Although their existence is debated, they were
purportedly built by King Nebuchadnezzar II for his wife, Amytis, who longed for the green hills of her
homeland. The gardens were said to feature an advanced irrigation system that allowed lush vegetation to

thrive in the arid landscape.

The Statue of Zeus at Olympia

This massive statue of the Greek god Zeus was created by the sculptor Phidias around 435 BC for the
Temple of Zeus in Olympia. Made of ivory and gold-plated bronze, the statue stood approximately 12
meters (39 feet) tall. It was revered as a symbol of Greek artistry and was a focal point of worship in ancient

Greece.

The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus

Considered one of the largest temples of the ancient world, the Temple of Artemis was dedicated to the
goddess Artemis, the deity of the hunt and fertility. Located in Ephesus (modern-day Turkey), the temple
was rebuilt several times due to destruction. Its most famous reconstruction occurred around 550 BC and

was known for its grand scale and ornate sculptures.

The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus

Built as a tomb for Mausolus, a satrap of the Persian Empire, the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus was a
monumental structure that stood approximately 45 meters (148 feet) tall. It was adorned with intricate
sculptures and was considered an architectural marvel. The term "mausoleum” derives from Mausolus's

name, highlighting its lasting impact on architecture.

The Colossus of Rhodes

The Colossus of Rhodes was a giant statue of the sun god Helios, erected on the island of Rhodes around 280
BC to celebrate the island's victory over Cyprus. Standing about 33 meters (108 feet) high, it was one of the
tallest statues of the ancient world. Unfortunately, it was destroyed by an earthquake just 56 years after its

completion.



The Lighthouse of Alexandria

Also known as the Pharos of Alexandria, this lighthouse was built on the small island of Pharos in Egypt
around 280 BC. Standing over 100 meters (330 feet), it was one of the tallest man-made structures of its
time. The lighthouse served not only as a guide for sailors but also as a symbol of the city’s wealth and

power. Like many ancient wonders, it was destroyed by a series of earthquakes.

Modern Wonders of the World

In 2007, the New7Wonders Foundation conducted a global poll to determine the "New Seven Wonders of
the World." This list reflects structures that showcase the ingenuity and artistic talent of humanity in more
recent history. Here are the modern wonders:

1. The Great Wall of China

2. Petra, Jordan

3. Christ the Redeemer, Brazil

4. The Colosseum, Italy

5. Machu Picchu, Peru

6. Chichen Itza, Mexico

7. The Taj Mahal, India

The Great Wall of China

Stretching over 13,000 miles, the Great Wall of China is a series of fortifications built to protect Chinese
states from invasions. Construction began in the 7th century BC and continued for centuries. Its impressive

scale and historical significance make it a symbol of China's enduring strength and resilience.



Petra, Jordan

Petra, an ancient city carved into red sandstone cliffs, was once a thriving trading hub. It flourished from
the 4th century BC to the 2nd century AD and is famous for its rock-cut architecture and water conduit
system. The iconic Al-Khazneh, or "The Treasury," is a highlight of this archaeological wonder, drawing

visitors from around the world.

Christ the Redeemer, Brazil

Overlooking the city of Rio de Janeiro, the Christ the Redeemer statue stands 30 meters (98 feet) tall atop
the Corcovado mountain. Completed in 1931, this iconic symbol of Brazil represents peace and acceptance.
The statue's open arms invite people from all walks of life, making it a major pilgrimage site and a cultural

landmark.

The Colosseum, Italy

An enduring symbol of ancient Rome, the Colosseum was built between 70-80 AD and could hold up to
80,000 spectators. It was used for gladiatorial contests and public spectacles. Despite the passage of time and

natural disasters, the Colosseum remains a testament to Roman engineering and architectural prowess.

Machu Picchu, Peru

Machu Picchu, an Incan citadel located in the Andes mountains, was built in the 15th century.
Rediscovered in 1911, it is renowned for its sophisticated dry-stone construction and panoramic views. This
UNESCO World Heritage site is a symbol of Incan culture and ingenuity, attracting thousands of tourists

each year.

Chichen Itza, Mexico

Chichen Itza was a major city of the Maya civilization and is famous for its step pyramid, El Castillo. The
site showcases the advanced understanding of astronomy and mathematics possessed by the Maya. The

complex features numerous temples, plazas, and structures that reveal the rich history of the civilization.



The Taj Mahal, India

The Taj Mahal, an exquisite mausoleum built by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan in memory of his wife
Mumtaz Mabhal, is a stunning example of Mughal architecture. Completed in 1653, it is renowned for its
white marble facade, intricate inlay work, and beautiful gardens. The Taj Mahal is not only a UNESCO

World Heritage site but also a symbol of love and devotion.

Conclusion

The Seven Wonders of the World, both ancient and modern, offer a glimpse into the incredible
achievements of human civilization. They remind us of our capacity for creativity, innovation, and
resilience. Whether it's the Great Pyramid of Giza or the Taj Mahal, each wonder tells a unique story,
reflecting the culture, values, and aspirations of the people who built them. As we continue to explore and
appreciate these remarkable sites, we are reminded of the rich tapestry of human history and the enduring

legacy of our collective endeavors.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World?

The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World include the Great Pyramid of Giza, Hanging Gardens of
Babylon, Statue of Zeus at Olympia, Temple of Artemis at Ephesus, Mausoleum at Halicarnassus, Colossus of
Rhodes, and the Lighthouse of Alexandria.

How many of the original Seven Wonders still exist today?

Only the Great Pyramid of Giza still exists today; the others have been destroyed by time, war, or natural

disasters.

What are the New Seven Wonders of the World?

The New Seven Wonders of the World are the Great Wall of China, Petra in Jordan, Christ the Redeemer
in Brazil, Machu Picchu in Peru, Chichen Itza in Mexico, the Roman Colosseum in Italy, and the Taj Mahal

in India.

Who organized the New Seven Wonders campaign?

The New Seven Wonders campaign was organized by the Swiss foundation New7Wonders, founded by
Bernard Weber in 2000.



What criteria were used to select the New Seven Wonders of the
World?

The selection was based on the cultural significance, historical value, and architectural beauty of the sites, as

well as a global voting process.

Which wonder is considered one of the greatest engineering feats of the

ancient world?

The Great Wall of China is often regarded as one of the greatest engineering feats due to its massive scale

and the effort required to construct it over centuries.

Why is Machu Picchu considered a wonder?

Machu Picchu is considered a wonder due to its stunning location in the Andes Mountains, its advanced

Inca architecture, and its historical significance as a royal estate.

What is unique about the Colosseum in Rome?

The Colosseum is unique for being the largest ancient amphitheater ever built and for its role in hosting

gladiatorial contests and public spectacles.

How do the Seven Wonders represent cultural diversity?

The Seven Wonders represent cultural diversity by showcasing architectural and artistic achievements

from different civilizations across various continents and historical periods.

‘What impact do the Seven Wonders have on tourism?

The Seven Wonders significantly impact tourism by attracting millions of visitors each year, contributing

to local economies and promoting cultural heritage awareness.
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