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Sexing the Cherry by Jeanette Winterson is a groundbreaking novel that intertwines history,
mythology, and personal identity in a unique narrative structure. Published in 1989, this seminal work
has garnered critical acclaim for its imaginative storytelling and exploration of gender, sexuality, and
the fluidity of time. Through the lens of a fantastical narrative, Winterson delves into the complexities
of human relationships, the constraints of societal norms, and the power of imagination.

In this article, we will explore the key themes, characters, and narrative techniques of "Sexing the
Cherry," as well as its significance in contemporary literature.

Overview of the Novel

"Sexing the Cherry" is set in the 17th century during the tumultuous period of the English Civil War.
The story follows the life of a woman named Jordan, who is raised by her mother, the Dog Woman, in
a world that is both magical and harsh. The narrative oscillates between Jordan's life and a series of
vignettes that explore the broader historical context, including themes of revolution, identity, and the
nature of love.

Plot Summary

The novel begins with the introduction of the Dog Woman, a character who embodies both strength
and vulnerability. She lives on the fringes of society, caring for her daughter Jordan and maintaining a
connection with nature. The Dog Woman's unconventional lifestyle challenges societal norms and
expectations, establishing her as a symbol of resilience and independence.

As the story unfolds, Jordan encounters a series of characters, each representing different facets of
society and the human experience. These encounters propel her on a journey of self-discovery, love,
and loss. The narrative is punctuated by rich imagery and poetic language, creating a dreamlike
quality that resonates with the reader.

The novel's structure is nonlinear, reflecting the fluidity of time and memory. Winterson employs a
series of vignettes that shift between past and present, allowing readers to explore the
interconnectedness of human experiences across different eras. This narrative technique underscores
the theme of cyclical history and the ways in which the past informs the present.

Key Themes

"Sexing the Cherry" is rich with thematic depth, exploring a variety of topics that resonate with
readers on multiple levels.



Gender and Sexuality

One of the most prominent themes in the novel is the exploration of gender and sexuality. Winterson
challenges traditional gender roles and expectations through her characters, particularly the Dog
Woman and Jordan.

- The Dog Woman: She embodies a powerful female figure who defies societal norms. Her relationship
with nature and her unconventional parenting style reflect a rejection of patriarchal values.
- Jordan's Journey: Throughout the novel, Jordan grapples with her identity and sexuality. Her
encounters with various characters reveal the complexities of love and desire, illustrating that
sexuality is not a fixed concept but rather fluid and multifaceted.

Time and Memory

The nonlinear narrative structure emphasizes the theme of time and memory. Winterson suggests
that the past is not a distant entity but rather an integral part of the present. Key elements include:

- Cyclical Nature of History: The novel portrays history as a series of repeating patterns, where events
and experiences are interconnected.
- Personal and Collective Memory: The characters' memories shape their identities, highlighting the
impact of personal experiences on broader historical narratives.

Love and Loss

The exploration of love and loss permeates the novel, as characters navigate relationships that are
often fraught with tension and heartache.

- Romantic Relationships: Jordan's relationships with various lovers reveal the complexities of desire
and the pain of separation.
- Maternal Love: The bond between the Dog Woman and Jordan emphasizes the strength of maternal
love, as the Dog Woman's fierce protection of her daughter reflects the sacrifices made for love.

Character Analysis

The characters in "Sexing the Cherry" are richly developed, each contributing to the novel's
exploration of key themes.

The Dog Woman

The Dog Woman is a central figure in the narrative, representing strength and defiance. Her character
embodies the struggle against societal constraints, as she lives on the margins of society. Key
characteristics include:



- Independence: The Dog Woman's self-sufficiency and connection to nature highlight her rejection of
traditional roles.
- Complexity: Despite her strength, the Dog Woman also experiences vulnerability, particularly in her
relationship with Jordan.

Jordan

Jordan serves as the novel's protagonist, representing the search for identity and belonging.
Throughout her journey, she evolves from a sheltered girl to a woman who grapples with her desires
and relationships. Key aspects of her character include:

- Curiosity: Jordan's inquisitive nature drives her exploration of love and sexuality.
- Transformation: As she encounters various characters and experiences, Jordan undergoes significant
personal growth, reflecting the fluidity of identity.

Secondary Characters

The novel features a diverse cast of secondary characters, each contributing to the thematic richness
of the narrative. Some notable figures include:

- Bastard: A character who represents the complexities of love and desire, challenging societal norms
surrounding relationships.
- The King: A figure of authority who embodies the constraints of power and control, reflecting the
political turmoil of the era.

Narrative Techniques

Jeanette Winterson employs a variety of narrative techniques that enhance the novel's thematic
depth and complexity.

Nonlinear Structure

The nonlinear narrative allows Winterson to explore the fluidity of time and memory. By shifting
between different periods and perspectives, the author creates a rich tapestry of interconnected
experiences.

Poetic Language

Winterson's use of poetic language adds a lyrical quality to the prose, immersing readers in the
emotional landscape of the characters. The vivid imagery and metaphorical language evoke a sense
of wonder and introspection.



Intertextuality

The novel draws on various literary and historical references, enriching the narrative with layers of
meaning. Winterson's intertextual approach invites readers to engage with the text on multiple levels,
encouraging a deeper understanding of the themes presented.

Significance and Legacy

"Sexing the Cherry" has left a lasting impact on contemporary literature, particularly in its exploration
of gender and sexuality. The novel is often credited with paving the way for subsequent works that
challenge traditional narratives and embrace diverse perspectives.

- Feminist Literature: Winterson's portrayal of strong female characters and the exploration of gender
roles contribute to the feminist literary canon.
- Cultural Impact: The novel's themes of love, loss, and identity resonate with readers, making it a
timeless exploration of the human experience.

Conclusion

In "Sexing the Cherry," Jeanette Winterson crafts a rich and imaginative narrative that delves into the
complexities of gender, sexuality, and the fluidity of time. Through the experiences of the Dog
Woman and Jordan, the novel challenges societal norms and invites readers to reflect on the nature of
love and identity. Winterson's innovative narrative techniques and poetic language create a timeless
work that continues to resonate with audiences today. As a cornerstone of contemporary literature,
"Sexing the Cherry" remains a powerful exploration of the human experience, encouraging readers to
embrace the complexities of life and love.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Sexing the Cherry'?
The central theme of 'Sexing the Cherry' revolves around the fluidity of identity, the exploration of
gender roles, and the interplay between historical narrative and personal experience.

How does Jeanette Winterson use magical realism in 'Sexing
the Cherry'?
Jeanette Winterson employs magical realism to blur the lines between reality and imagination,
allowing for a narrative that challenges conventional historical storytelling and explores deeper
emotional truths.



Who are the main characters in 'Sexing the Cherry'?
The main characters include Jordan, a young man who travels through time, and his mother, the Dog
Woman, who embodies a unique perspective on life and love, challenging societal norms.

What role does the setting play in 'Sexing the Cherry'?
The setting, primarily in 17th century England, serves as a backdrop that enhances the themes of
societal constraints and the quest for freedom, reflecting the historical context of gender and
sexuality.

What is the significance of the title 'Sexing the Cherry'?
The title 'Sexing the Cherry' symbolizes the exploration of sexuality, desire, and the complexities of
human relationships, suggesting both innocence and the act of coming into one's own identity.

How does Winterson address issues of feminism in the novel?
Winterson addresses feminism by presenting strong, complex female characters who defy traditional
roles and challenge patriarchal structures, emphasizing themes of independence and sexual agency.

What narrative techniques does Winterson utilize in 'Sexing
the Cherry'?
Winterson utilizes a non-linear narrative, shifting perspectives, and rich, poetic language to create a
layered storytelling experience that invites readers to engage with the text on multiple levels.

How does 'Sexing the Cherry' reflect on the concept of time?
The novel reflects on the concept of time by intertwining past and present narratives, suggesting that
history is not linear but rather a tapestry of experiences that shape identity and understanding.
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