
shared writing vs interactive writing

Shared writing vs interactive writing are two instructional strategies
utilized in educational settings to foster students' writing abilities. Both
approaches emphasize collaboration between educators and learners, but they
do so in distinct ways that cater to different educational goals and
contexts. Understanding the nuances of these techniques is essential for
educators seeking to enhance writing instruction in their classrooms.

Defining Shared Writing

Shared writing is a collaborative writing process where the teacher and
students compose text together. The teacher takes on a more dominant role,
guiding the students through the writing process while actively involving
them in decision-making. This method is particularly effective for
demonstrating writing conventions, structure, and style in a supportive
environment.

Characteristics of Shared Writing

1. Teacher-Led: The teacher leads the writing process, often writing on a
whiteboard or chart paper, while students contribute ideas and suggestions.

2. Group Participation: Students are encouraged to share their thoughts and
ideas, fostering a sense of ownership and collaboration.

3. Focus on Process: The focus is on the writing process rather than the
final product. The teacher emphasizes brainstorming, drafting, revising, and
editing.

4. Demonstration of Skills: Teachers model specific writing techniques,
including grammar, punctuation, and organization, making it easier for
students to understand and apply these concepts.

5. Safe Environment: Shared writing creates a risk-free atmosphere where
students can express their thoughts without the fear of making mistakes.

Benefits of Shared Writing

- Skill Development: Students develop essential writing skills through
observation and participation.
- Confidence Building: The collaborative nature helps build students’
confidence in their writing abilities.
- Engagement: Active participation keeps students engaged in the writing
process.
- Peer Learning: Students learn from each other’s ideas and suggestions,
enhancing their understanding of diverse perspectives.



Understanding Interactive Writing

Interactive writing, on the other hand, is a more student-centered approach
where both the teacher and students share the writing responsibility. In this
method, students are directly involved in the act of writing, making
decisions about content, structure, and language. The teacher facilitates the
process while providing guidance and support.

Characteristics of Interactive Writing

1. Student Involvement: Students take an active role in writing, often
contributing to the text in real-time.

2. Shared Responsibilities: The writing task is a collaborative effort, with
both the teacher and students sharing the responsibility for writing.

3. Immediate Feedback: Teachers can provide immediate feedback on students'
writing choices, helping them adjust and learn in real-time.

4. Focus on Content: While writing conventions are still important, there is
a greater emphasis on content and student voice.

5. Physical Interaction: Interactive writing often involves students
physically writing on the board or in shared documents, promoting kinesthetic
learning.

Benefits of Interactive Writing

- Active Participation: Encourages students to take ownership of their
writing and engage more deeply with the content.
- Real-Time Learning: Immediate feedback helps students make adjustments and
learn from their mistakes as they write.
- Creativity and Voice: Students have the opportunity to express their unique
voices and ideas in their writing.
- Collaborative Skills: Promotes teamwork and collaboration among students,
enhancing their social skills.

Comparative Analysis: Shared Writing vs.
Interactive Writing

While shared writing and interactive writing share similarities, they differ
significantly in their execution and focus. Here’s a comparative analysis to
highlight the key differences:

1. Teacher's Role

- Shared Writing: The teacher is the primary writer and decision-maker,
guiding the students through the process.
- Interactive Writing: The teacher acts as a facilitator, allowing students



to contribute more directly to the writing.

2. Student Engagement

- Shared Writing: Students contribute ideas but may not physically
participate in writing as much.
- Interactive Writing: Students actively write and engage in the process,
making it more hands-on.

3. Focus Areas

- Shared Writing: Emphasizes writing conventions, structure, and the writing
process.
- Interactive Writing: Focuses on content creation, student voice, and
immediate feedback.

4. Learning Environment

- Shared Writing: Creates a supportive environment where students can learn
from the teacher’s modeling.
- Interactive Writing: Fosters a collaborative environment where students
learn from each other as well as the teacher.

Implementing Shared and Interactive Writing in
the Classroom

Integrating both shared writing and interactive writing into the classroom
requires careful planning and consideration of student needs. Here are some
strategies for implementation:

1. Setting Goals

Define clear objectives for your writing lessons. Determine whether the focus
will be on writing skills, content creation, or student collaboration.

2. Choosing Text Types

Select appropriate text types for each writing strategy. Shared writing works
well for structured texts like reports or narratives, while interactive
writing can be effective for creative pieces or collaborative projects.

3. Creating a Safe Environment

Foster a classroom atmosphere where students feel comfortable sharing their



ideas and taking risks in their writing. Encourage a culture of respect and
support.

4. Incorporating Technology

Utilize digital tools and platforms for interactive writing, allowing
students to collaborate on documents in real-time. This can enhance
engagement and provide additional resources for writing.

5. Reflection and Feedback

Encourage students to reflect on their writing processes and provide
constructive feedback to their peers. This can be done through group
discussions or individual assessments.

Conclusion

In conclusion, shared writing vs interactive writing presents two distinct
but complementary approaches to teaching writing. Shared writing emphasizes
teacher guidance and modeling, while interactive writing promotes student
engagement and collaboration. By understanding the strengths and
characteristics of each method, educators can create a more dynamic and
effective writing instruction that caters to the diverse needs of their
students. Ultimately, incorporating both strategies into the classroom can
lead to improved writing skills, confidence, and a greater appreciation for
the writing process.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is shared writing?

Shared writing is a collaborative approach where the teacher and students
compose text together, with the teacher guiding the process and modeling
writing strategies.

How does interactive writing differ from shared
writing?

Interactive writing involves students actively participating in the writing
process by taking turns to write on a shared surface, such as a whiteboard,
promoting engagement and collaboration.

What are the benefits of shared writing for students?

Shared writing helps students understand writing conventions, enhances their
vocabulary, and allows them to see the writing process modeled by a more
experienced writer.



Can interactive writing be used in all grade levels?

Yes, interactive writing can be adapted for all grade levels, from early
childhood to higher grades, making it a versatile method to enhance writing
skills.

In what ways does interactive writing foster student
independence?

Interactive writing encourages students to take ownership of their writing by
allowing them to contribute directly, thus promoting confidence and
independence in their writing abilities.

What types of texts are typically created during
shared writing sessions?

Shared writing sessions often focus on creating texts such as stories,
letters, or informational pieces, which can be used for various purposes in
the classroom.

How can teachers assess student learning in shared
versus interactive writing?

Teachers can assess student learning by observing participation, analyzing
the quality of contributions, and reviewing the completed texts to evaluate
understanding and progress in writing skills.
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