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SharePoint Architect Interview Questions and Answers

When preparing for an interview for the role of a SharePoint Architect, it's crucial to understand the
types of questions that might be asked. SharePoint Architects play a vital role in the design and
implementation of SharePoint solutions, ensuring that the software meets the organization's needs
while being efficient and scalable. This article will cover essential interview questions and their

corresponding answers, helping you to prepare effectively for your upcoming interview.

Understanding SharePoint Architecture

Before diving into specific questions, it’s important to understand the SharePoint architecture. A
SharePoint Architect is responsible for the overall design of the SharePoint environment, which

includes databases, web applications, and site collections. Key aspects include:

- Logical Architecture: How the SharePoint components interact logically.
- Physical Architecture: The physical setup of servers, databases, and other components.

- Service Applications: Components that provide specific functionality to SharePoint sites.

Common Interview Questions

Here are some common interview questions you might encounter, along with detailed answers.



1. What is SharePoint, and can you explain its architecture?

Answer: SharePoint is a web-based collaboration platform developed by Microsoft that integrates with
Microsoft Office. It is used for storing, organizing, sharing, and accessing information from any device.

Its architecture consists of:

- Web Applications: These host site collections and provide a URL for users to access SharePoint
sites.

- Site Collections: A group of websites under a common top-level site.

- Sites: The individual websites that contain lists, libraries, and pages.

- Service Applications: These provide specific services, such as search and user profile management.

2. What is the difference between SharePoint Online and SharePoint

On-Premises?

Answer: SharePoint Online is a cloud-based service offered as part of Microsoft 365, while SharePoint

On-Premises is installed locally within an organization’s data center. Key differences include:

- Deployment: SharePoint Online is managed by Microsoft, whereas On-Premises is managed by the
organization.

- Updates: SharePoint Online receives regular updates automatically; On-Premises requires manual
updates and management.

- Customization: On-Premises allows for more extensive customization and integration with other

systems.

3. Can you explain the concept of Service Applications in SharePoint?

Answer: Service Applications in SharePoint are components that provide specific functionalities to site



collections. Instead of being tied to a single site, these applications can be shared across multiple site

collections. Examples include:

- Search Service Application: Manages all search functionalities.
- User Profile Service Application: Manages user profiles and social features.

- Managed Metadata Service Application: Provides a centralized location for managing metadata.

4. What are the key components of SharePoint Security?

Answer: SharePoint security is built on several key components:

- Authentication: Verifies user credentials through Windows Authentication, Forms-Based
Authentication, or SAML.

- Authorization: Manages user permissions using SharePoint groups, permission levels, and
inheritance.

- Auditing and Reporting: Tracks user activities and changes within SharePoint.

5. How do you handle SharePoint upgrades and migrations?

Answer: Handling SharePoint upgrades and migrations involves several key steps:

1. Planning: Assess the current environment and create a detailed plan for the upgrade or migration.
2. Backup: Ensure all data is backed up before making changes.

3. Testing: Set up a test environment to validate the upgrade or migration process.

4. Execution: Perform the upgrade/migration in a controlled manner, monitoring for issues.

5. Post-Migration Validation: Verify that all features and functionalities are working as expected.



6. What is the SharePoint Farm, and what are its components?

Answer: A SharePoint Farm is a collection of servers that work together to provide SharePoint

services. Key components include:

- Web Front-End (WFE): Handles incoming requests from users.
- Application Server: Runs service applications and hosts business logic.

- Database Server: Stores all SharePoint content, including site collections and configuration data.

/. Explain the concept of Content Types in SharePoint.

Answer: Content Types in SharePoint are reusable collections of settings and metadata for a specific
category of content, such as documents or list items. They allow for consistent management of content

across the site. Key features include:

- Columns: Define the metadata fields associated with the content type.
- Templates: Specify document templates for the content type.

- Workflows: Allow for automated processes related to the content type.

8. How do you ensure high availability and disaster recovery in

SharePoint?

Answer: High availability and disaster recovery in SharePoint can be achieved through:

- Database Mirroring: Use SQL Server features to maintain copies of databases in real-time.
- Load Balancing: Distribute traffic across multiple WFE servers to ensure no single point of failure.
- Backup Strategies: Implement regular backups of both content and configuration databases to allow

for quick recovery.



Technical Skills Assessment

In addition to theoretical knowledge, interviewers will often assess your technical skills. Here are some

hands-on questions that may arise.

9. How would you configure a new site collection in SharePoint?

Answer: To configure a new site collection, you would:

1. Navigate to the SharePoint Central Administration.

. Select "Create Site Collection."

. Choose the appropriate web application.

. Specify the title, description, and URL for the site collection.

. Select a site template and set the primary and secondary site collection administrators.
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. Click "OK" to create the site collection.

10. Describe how to implement custom solutions in SharePoint.

Answer: Implementing custom solutions in SharePoint can be done through:

- SharePoint Framework (SPFx): For building modern web parts and extensions.
- Farm Solutions: For server-side code and deeper integration.

- Add-ins: For client-side solutions that interact with SharePoint data.

11. What are some best practices for SharePoint governance?

Answer: Best practices for SharePoint governance include:



- Establishing Policies: Define rules for content creation, management, and archiving.
- User Training: Provide training for users on best practices and compliance.

- Regular Audits: Conduct audits to ensure adherence to governance policies.

12. How do you manage large lists and libraries in SharePoint?

Answer: Managing large lists and libraries involves:

- Indexing Columns: Use indexed columns to improve performance.
- Views: Create filtered views to limit the number of items displayed at once.

- Content Types: Use content types to organize and manage information effectively.

Conclusion

Preparing for a SharePoint Architect interview requires a solid understanding of both the theoretical
aspects and practical implementations of SharePoint. By familiarizing yourself with these common

interview questions and answers, you'll be well-equipped to demonstrate your expertise and make a
lasting impression on your potential employer. Remember to articulate your experiences, showcase
your problem-solving skills, and stay current with the evolving SharePoint landscape. Best of luck in

your interview!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key responsibilities of a SharePoint Architect?

A SharePoint Architect is responsible for designing and implementing SharePoint solutions, ensuring

scalability and performance, integrating SharePoint with other systems, leading the development team,



and providing technical guidance on best practices.

Can you explain the difference between SharePoint Online and
SharePoint On-Premises?

SharePoint Online is a cloud-based service provided as part of Microsoft 365, offering automatic
updates and scalability. SharePoint On-Premises is hosted on local servers, allowing for greater

control and customization but requiring more maintenance and management.

What are some common security best practices for SharePoint?

Common security best practices for SharePoint include implementing role-based access control,
regularly auditing permissions, using SSL for secure communication, keeping software up to date, and

educating users about phishing and social engineering attacks.

How do you approach performance optimization in SharePoint?

Performance optimization in SharePoint can be approached by optimizing site architecture, minimizing
custom code, using content delivery networks (CDNs), enabling caching, and regularly monitoring

performance metrics to identify bottlenecks.

What is your experience with SharePoint Framework (SPFx)?

| have extensive experience with SharePoint Framework (SPFx), which allows for building responsive
and modern web parts using client-side technologies. | have developed custom solutions that integrate

with Microsoft Graph and implemented responsive design principles for better user experience.
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