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Sharon and My Mother-in-Law: Ramallah Diaries by Suad Amiry offers a poignant and
humorous glimpse into the life of a Palestinian woman navigating the complexities of life
in the West Bank during the early 2000s. Through a blend of personal anecdotes, cultural
commentary, and political observations, Amiry captures the essence of her experiences in
Ramallah, particularly focusing on the interactions between her family, the political
climate, and the often absurd reality of living under occupation. This article delves into the
themes, characters, and cultural significance of Amiry's work, illustrating how her
narrative serves as both a personal diary and a broader commentary on Palestinian life.

Overview of the Book

Sharon and My Mother-in-Law: Ramallah Diaries was published in 2004 and is a collection
of diary entries written by Suad Amiry during a time of intense political strife in Palestine.
The book's title refers to former Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, whose policies
significantly impacted the lives of Palestinians. The juxtaposition of Sharon and her
mother-in-law serves as a lens to explore the broader societal implications of the
occupation.

Themes in the Book

1. Occupation and Its Effects

- Amiry discusses the daily struggles faced by Palestinians living under occupation,
including checkpoints, curfews, and the constant threat of violence.

- Personal anecdotes reveal how the political situation seeps into the most mundane
aspects of life, affecting everything from grocery shopping to family gatherings.

2. Cultural Identity

- The book highlights the rich cultural heritage of Palestinians, emphasizing the
importance of traditions, food, and family.

- Amiry’s reflections on her mother-in-law's cooking and the significance of family meals
illustrate the ways in which culture persists in the face of adversity.

3. Humor as Resistance

- Throughout her entries, Amiry employs humor to cope with the absurdities of life under
occupation. This wit offers readers a unique perspective on the resilience of the
Palestinian people.

- The author shares amusing stories that reveal the contradictions and ironies of daily life,
making her experiences relatable and engaging.



Character Exploration

Suad Amiry is both the narrator and the protagonist of the diaries. Her voice is candid and
engaging, allowing readers to connect with her experiences on a personal level.

Suad Amiry: The Narrator

- Background and Education

- Amiry was born in Damascus but moved to Palestine with her family. She holds a PhD in
architecture, which informs her observations about urban spaces and their significance in
Palestinian life.

- Narrative Style
- Her writing is characterized by a blend of humor and poignancy, allowing her to tackle
serious subjects while maintaining an approachable tone.

The Mother-in-Law

- Cultural Significance
- Amiry’s mother-in-law is a central figure in the narrative, representing the traditional
Palestinian woman whose life is deeply intertwined with family and cultural practices.

- Character Traits
- She is depicted as strong-willed, resourceful, and deeply committed to her family, serving
as a source of strength for Amiry amidst the chaos of occupation.

Ariel Sharon

- Symbol of Oppression

- As a political figure, Sharon embodies the challenges faced by Palestinians. His policies
and decisions are woven throughout the narrative, serving as a backdrop for Amiry's
personal stories.

Daily Life in Ramallah

Amiry’s diaries provide a vivid account of daily life in Ramallah, highlighting the impact of
the political situation on ordinary experiences.

The Impact of Checkpoints

- Physical Barriers
- Checkpoints are a constant presence in the lives of Palestinians, dictating travel, work,
and social interactions.

- Psychological Effects
- The stress and anxiety associated with navigating these barriers are palpable in Amiry's
writing, illustrating the emotional toll of living under occupation.



Family Dynamics

- Role of Family
- Family is depicted as a cornerstone of Palestinian life, providing support and a sense of
normalcy amidst the turmoil.

- Celebrations and Gatherings
- Amiry captures the joy of familial gatherings, from weddings to holiday celebrations,
showcasing the resilience of Palestinian culture.

Food and Tradition

- Culinary Heritage
- The author shares recipes and descriptions of traditional Palestinian dishes, emphasizing
how food serves as a means of preserving culture and fostering community.

- Mother-in-Law’s Cooking
- The interactions between Amiry and her mother-in-law revolve around cooking,
demonstrating the importance of culinary traditions in family bonding.

Writing Style and Structure

Sharon and My Mother-in-Law is structured as a series of diary entries, each offering a
snapshot of Amiry's life and thoughts during a specific time frame.

Use of Humor

- Lightheartedness Amidst Struggle
- Amiry’s use of humor allows her to address serious issues in a way that is both engaging
and thought-provoking.

- Anecdotes and Observations
- The author shares funny stories that reveal the absurdities of life under occupation,
providing readers with moments of levity amidst the heaviness of the subject matter.

Personal and Political Reflections

- Intertwined Narratives
- Amiry seamlessly weaves her personal experiences with political commentary,
showcasing how the two are inextricably linked in her life.

- Insightful Observations
- Her reflections offer readers insights into the complexities of Palestinian identity and the
challenges of living in a conflict zone.



Conclusion: The Legacy of Amiry’s Work

Sharon and My Mother-in-Law: Ramallah Diaries is more than just a personal account; it is
a powerful testimony to the Palestinian experience. Suad Amiry’s unique blend of humor,
cultural commentary, and personal narrative provides readers with a multifaceted
understanding of life in Ramallah. The book serves as a reminder of the resilience of the
human spirit, even in the face of overwhelming adversity.

Through her writing, Amiry not only captures the essence of her life and the lives of those
around her but also contributes to the broader narrative of Palestinian identity and
culture. As readers engage with her stories, they are invited to reflect on the complexities
of occupation, the importance of family, and the enduring power of humor and tradition in
the face of hardship. This work stands as a significant contribution to contemporary
literature and an essential read for anyone seeking to understand the realities of life in
Palestine.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'Sharon and My Mother-
in-Law: Ramallah Diaries'?

The primary theme revolves around the complexities of life in Palestine, particularly
focusing on the daily struggles under occupation, the intersection of personal and political
narratives, and the resilience of the human spirit.

Who is Suad Amiry and what is her significance in
Palestinian literature?

Suad Amiry is a prominent Palestinian author and architect known for her insightful
writings that highlight the Palestinian experience. Her work often blends personal
anecdotes with broader sociopolitical commentary, making her a significant voice in
Palestinian literature.

How does Amiry use humor in her diaries?

Amiry employs humor as a coping mechanism to deal with the absurdities of life under
occupation. This light-hearted approach makes her observations more relatable and
poignant, allowing readers to connect with the serious undertones of her experiences.

What role does the character of the mother-in-law play
in the narrative?

The mother-in-law serves as a symbol of traditional values and generational conflict,
representing the older generation's perspectives on life and politics, while also providing a
contrasting viewpoint to Amiry's more modern and sometimes ironic outlook.



In what ways does 'Ramallah Diaries' reflect the
political climate of the time?

The diaries capture the everyday realities of living in Ramallah during periods of conflict,
detailing checkpoints, military presence, and the impact of political decisions on personal
lives, thus providing a microcosm of the broader Palestinian experience.

What literary techniques does Suad Amiry use in her
writing?
Amiry utilizes a mix of narrative styles, including diary entries, anecdotes, and reflective

commentary, often employing vivid imagery and conversational language to engage
readers and convey the emotional weight of her experiences.

How does 'Sharon and My Mother-in-Law' address the
concept of identity?

The book explores the complexities of Palestinian identity, examining how political
circumstances shape personal and collective identities, and highlighting the struggles of
maintaining cultural heritage amidst ongoing conflict.

What impact has '‘Sharon and My Mother-in-Law:
Ramallah Diaries' had on international perceptions of
Palestine?

The book has contributed to a more nuanced understanding of the Palestinian experience,
humanizing the conflict through personal stories and insights, thereby challenging
stereotypes and fostering empathy among international readers.
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