sharon creech walk two moons

Sharon Creech's Walk Two Moons is a remarkable novel that intertwines themes
of loss, love, and the journey of self-discovery. Celebrated for its rich
storytelling and emotional depth, this book captures the imagination of both
young readers and adults alike. In this article, we will explore the key
elements of the story, its characters, major themes, and the reasons why it
continues to resonate with readers around the world.

Overview of Walk Two Moons

Published in 1994, Walk Two Moons is a Newbery Medal-winning novel that
follows the journey of a young girl named Salamanca Tree Hiddle. The
narrative alternates between Salamanca's road trip with her grandparents and
her storytelling about her friend, Phoebe Winterbottom.

Plot Summary

The story takes place as Salamanca and her grandparents travel from Ohio to
Idaho, a journey prompted by Salamanca's desire to find her mother, who has
left her family. Throughout the trip, Salamanca recounts the story of Phoebe,
a girl whose life becomes intricately intertwined with her own.

The novel is structured around two primary threads:

1. Salamanca's Journey: This part of the story follows Salamanca as she deals
with her feelings of abandonment and the mystery of her mother’s
disappearance.

2. Phoebe's Story: The subplot revolves around Phoebe's 1life, filled with
intrigue and suspense as she navigates her own challenges and the
complexities of her relationships.

Main Characters

The characters in Walk Two Moons are deeply developed, each adding layers to
the narrative. Here are the key characters:

— Salamanca Tree Hiddle: The protagonist who embarks on a journey to find her
mother.

— Phoebe Winterbottom: Salamanca's best friend, whose life is marked by
mystery and family secrets.

— Gramps and Gram: Salamanca's grandparents who accompany her on the road
trip, providing wisdom and humor.

— Salamanca's Mother: A pivotal figure in Salamanca's life, her absence is a
source of pain and longing for the protagonist.

Major Themes in Walk Two Moons

Sharon Creech's Walk Two Moons is rich with themes that resonate deeply with



readers. Here are some of the most significant:

1. The Journey of Self-Discovery

One of the central themes of Walk Two Moons is the journey of self-discovery.
Salamanca's quest to find her mother is not just a physical journey, but also
an emotional one. Through her experiences, she learns about love, loss, and
the importance of understanding oneself.

2. The Complexity of Relationships

The novel explores various relationships, particularly the bond between
parents and children. Salamanca's relationship with her mother is fraught
with longing and confusion, reflecting the complexities of familial love. The
friendship between Salamanca and Phoebe also highlights the importance of
companionship and understanding in navigating life's challenges.

3. The Nature of Grief and Loss

Grief is a recurring theme in Walk Two Moons. Salamanca’s Jjourney is fueled
by her feelings of abandonment and loss. The novel poignantly addresses how
individuals cope with grief, showcasing both the heartache and the healing

process that accompanies it.

4. The Importance of Storytelling

Storytelling plays a vital role in the narrative. Salamanca's recounting of
Phoebe's story serves as a mechanism for coping with her own pain. The
intertwining of different stories illustrates how narratives can provide
comfort, insight, and understanding.

Why Walk Two Moons Resonates with Readers

There are several reasons why Walk Two Moons remains a beloved classic among
young adult literature.

1. Relatable Characters

Salamanca and Phoebe are characters that many readers can relate to, as they
navigate the ups and downs of adolescence. Their struggles with family,
identity, and friendship reflect universal experiences that resonate with
people of all ages.



2. Emotional Depth

The emotional depth of the story is compelling. Readers are drawn into
Salamanca's journey, feeling her pain, confusion, and ultimately her growth.
This emotional connection makes the narrative impactful and memorable.

3. Thought-Provoking Themes

The themes of Walk Two Moons encourage readers to reflect on their own lives
and relationships. The exploration of grief, love, and the quest for
understanding prompts introspection, making it a powerful reading experience.

4. Engaging Narrative Structure

Creech's unique narrative structure, alternating between Salamanca's journey
and Phoebe's story, keeps readers engaged and eager to discover how the two
plots will converge. This storytelling technique adds layers of complexity
and intrigue to the novel.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Sharon Creech's Walk Two Moons is a timeless tale that
explores the intricacies of life, love, and personal growth. Its relatable
characters, emotional depth, and thought-provoking themes make it a must-read
for both young adults and older readers. Whether you are experiencing the
pangs of adolescence or reflecting on your own life's journey, Walk Two Moons
offers valuable insights that resonate long after the last page is turned. As
readers embark on this emotional Jjourney with Salamanca, they are sure to
find pieces of themselves within her story, making this novel a cherished
addition to any literary collection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'Walk Two Moons'
by Sharon Creech?

The main themes in 'Walk Two Moons' include identity, loss, and the journey
of self-discovery. The novel explores how understanding others' perspectives
can lead to personal growth.

Who is the protagonist of 'Walk Two Moons' and what
is her journey about?

The protagonist is Salamanca 'Sal' Tree Hiddle, a thirteen-year-old girl who
embarks on a road trip with her grandparents to find her mother. Her journey
is both physical and emotional, as she reflects on her past and her
relationships.



How does the structure of 'Walk Two Moons' enhance
the storytelling?

The novel employs a dual narrative structure, alternating between Sal's road
trip and the story of her friend Phoebe. This intertwining of stories allows
for deeper character development and thematic exploration.

What role do Sal's grandparents play in her journey
in 'Walk Two Moons'?

Sal's grandparents serve as both companions and guides on her Jjourney. They
provide support and wisdom, helping her process her feelings about her mother
and her own identity.

What is the significance of the title 'Walk Two
Moons'?

The title refers to the idea of understanding others by walking in their
shoes. It emphasizes empathy and the importance of perspective in
relationships and personal experiences.

How does Sharon Creech use symbolism in 'Walk Two
Moons'?

Symbolism in the novel includes the landscapes Sal travels through,
representing her emotional state, and the stories within stories that reflect
the complexities of life and relationships.

What impact does the character of Phoebe have on
Sal's journey?
Phoebe's character serves as a contrast to Sal, highlighting different ways

of coping with loss and change. Their friendship and Phoebe's experiences
help Sal gain insight into her own struggles.

In what ways does 'Walk Two Moons' address the
concept of family?

The novel explores various family dynamics, showcasing the bonds between Sal
and her grandparents, as well as her memories of her mother. It highlights
the complexities of love, loss, and the search for belonging.

What lessons does Sal learn by the end of 'Walk Two
Moons'?
By the end of the novel, Sal learns important lessons about acceptance,

forgiveness, and the enduring nature of love. She comes to terms with her
mother's absence and gains a deeper understanding of herself and her family.
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