
she kills monsters character analysis
She Kills Monsters is a vibrant and compelling play written by Qui Nguyen that explores themes of
identity, acceptance, and the complexities of relationships through the lens of Dungeons & Dragons.
The characters within this narrative not only bring humor and fantasy to life but also serve as
poignant reflections of real-world struggles. This article will delve into the multifaceted characters of
She Kills Monsters, providing a detailed analysis of their motivations, relationships, and growth
throughout the story.

Overview of the Play

She Kills Monsters is set in the 1990s and revolves around Agnes Evans, a young woman who
discovers her late sister Tilly's Dungeons & Dragons campaign after Tilly's tragic death. The narrative
follows Agnes as she embarks on a journey of self-discovery, engaging with Tilly's fantastical world,
and ultimately learning more about her sister and herself.

Main Characters

The play features a diverse cast of characters, each contributing to the overarching themes of
acceptance, discovery, and the exploration of one’s true self. Below is an analysis of some of the
pivotal characters:

Agnes Evans

Agnes Evans is the protagonist of the play, representing a character who struggles with her identity
and the expectations placed upon her by society.

1. Character Arc:
- At the beginning of the play, Agnes is portrayed as a typical high school cheerleader who feels out of
place after the death of her sister. She is initially unaware of her own desires and the depth of her
sister’s life.
- As she navigates through the D&D campaign, Agnes transforms from a superficial character into
someone with depth and complexity. She learns to embrace her true self, stepping out of her comfort
zone and confronting her fears.

2. Themes of Identity:
- Agnes’s journey reflects the struggle many individuals face in reconciling their public persona with
their true self. As she engages with Tilly’s world, she begins to shed societal expectations and
embraces her individuality.
- Her character development illustrates the importance of self-acceptance and the power of personal
growth, especially in the face of grief.



Tilly Evans

Tilly Evans is a central figure in the play, though she is deceased at the start. Her presence looms
large over the narrative, and her character is revealed through Agnes’s journey into the fantasy
world.

1. Complex Identity:
- Tilly is portrayed as a fierce and confident young woman who embraces her identity as a queer
character in a world that often marginalizes her.
- Through her character, the play explores themes of authenticity and the importance of living one’s
truth. Tilly serves as a role model for Agnes, encouraging her to embrace her individuality.

2. Symbol of Freedom:
- Tilly’s character represents freedom from societal constraints. Her involvement in D&D allows her to
express herself in ways that reality often represses.
- The contrast between Tilly’s vibrant personality and Agnes’s initial conformity emphasizes the play’s
central message about the liberating power of self-expression.

Chuck

Chuck is the Dungeon Master who guides Agnes through the D&D campaign. He serves as a bridge
between the real world and the fantasy realm.

1. Role as a Mentor:
- Chuck's character embodies the role of a guide, helping Agnes navigate the complexities of the
game and her journey of self-discovery.
- He encourages her to confront her fears and challenges, allowing her to grow stronger and more
confident.

2. Representation of Friendship:
- Chuck’s interactions with Agnes highlight the importance of friendship and support in personal
growth. His character adds a layer of humor and warmth to the narrative, making the audience feel
the camaraderie shared among the players.

Lilith and the Faerie Queen

Lilith, as the antagonist, and the Faerie Queen represent the darker elements of the fantasy world,
challenging Agnes and her allies.

1. Symbol of Conflict:
- Lilith embodies the conflicts that Agnes must face, both in the fantasy realm and in her real life. She
represents the fears and insecurities that often hold individuals back from achieving their true
potential.
- The Faerie Queen, on the other hand, represents the allure of power and temptation. Her character
serves as a reminder of the choices individuals must make when confronted with challenges.



2. Feminine Power:
- Both characters showcase the strength and complexity of female figures in fantasy narratives. They
challenge traditional gender roles and expectations, emphasizing that women can be both powerful
and flawed.
- Their presence in the story invites discussions around female empowerment and the importance of
embracing one’s darker aspects as part of personal growth.

Thematic Elements

The characters in She Kills Monsters are deeply intertwined with the play's thematic elements, which
include identity, acceptance, and the power of storytelling.

Exploring Identity

1. Self-Discovery:
- Each character’s journey reflects the various facets of identity exploration. Agnes learns to confront
her past and her relationship with Tilly, ultimately discovering her own strengths.
- Tilly’s confident persona encourages Agnes to let go of societal expectations and embrace her true
self.

2. Queerness and Representation:
- The inclusion of queer characters like Tilly and Lilith provides representation that resonates with
many audience members. Their stories emphasize the importance of visibility and acceptance within
the LGBTQ+ community.

The Power of Storytelling

1. Fantasy as a Reflection of Reality:
- The D&D campaign serves as a metaphor for the characters’ real-life struggles and triumphs. It
highlights how fantasy can be a powerful tool for exploring complex emotions and situations.
- Storytelling becomes a means of coping, providing characters with the opportunity to confront their
fears and desires in a safe space.

2. Connection and Understanding:
- Through the lens of the game, characters build connections and gain a deeper understanding of one
another. This dynamic emphasizes the significance of communication and empathy in relationships.

Conclusion

In She Kills Monsters, the character analysis reveals a rich tapestry of identities, relationships, and
personal growth. Each character plays a crucial role in exploring themes of acceptance and self-
discovery. Agnes’s journey from conformity to self-acceptance, Tilly’s embodiment of freedom and
authenticity, and the supportive presence of Chuck all contribute to a narrative that resonates with



audiences on multiple levels. Through the lens of fantasy, the play invites us to confront our fears,
embrace our true selves, and recognize the power of storytelling in shaping our identities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of character development in 'She
Kills Monsters'?
The central theme revolves around self-discovery and acceptance, as characters like Agnes transform
through their experiences in the fantasy world created by her late sister, Tilly.

How does Tilly's character represent the LGBTQ+ community
in 'She Kills Monsters'?
Tilly is portrayed as a strong, unapologetic LGBTQ+ character whose experiences highlight the
struggles and triumphs of being part of the community, ultimately fostering understanding and
acceptance.

What role does Agnes play in the narrative of 'She Kills
Monsters'?
Agnes serves as the primary protagonist who evolves from a naive, conventional character to one
who embraces her individuality, learning to fight for herself and her loved ones.

How does the character of Chuck contribute to the comedic
elements of 'She Kills Monsters'?
Chuck provides comic relief through his over-the-top persona and exaggerated behavior, serving as
both a parody of typical male characters and a means to explore themes of friendship and loyalty.

In what ways does the character of Lilith challenge traditional
gender roles in 'She Kills Monsters'?
Lilith is depicted as a formidable warrior and a complex antagonist, challenging traditional gender
roles by embodying strength, cunning, and independence, which defies the typical portrayal of female
characters in fantasy narratives.

What is the significance of the Dungeons & Dragons setting in
character relationships in 'She Kills Monsters'?
The Dungeons & Dragons setting allows characters to explore their fantasies and confront real-life
issues, strengthening their relationships through shared experiences and the challenges they face
together.



How does the character of Kaliope represent the theme of
friendship in 'She Kills Monsters'?
Kaliope embodies the theme of friendship as she supports Agnes in her journey, demonstrating
loyalty and the importance of bonds forged through shared struggles and adventures within the
game.
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