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Sherrilyn Kenyon's Dark Hunter series is a captivating blend of mythology,
romance, and supernatural elements, capturing the attention of readers
worldwide. Since its inception in the late 1990s, the series has expanded to
encompass a vast array of characters, storylines, and interconnected tales
that can be overwhelming for newcomers. This article aims to provide a
comprehensive reading order for the Dark Hunter series, ensuring that both
new and returning readers can navigate this intricate universe with ease.

Overview of the Dark Hunter Universe

The Dark Hunter series revolves around immortal warriors who protect humanity
from supernatural threats. These heroes, known as Dark Hunters, are often
tortured souls seeking redemption for past sins. The series features a rich
tapestry of characters from various mythologies, including Greek, Roman, and
other cultures, creating a multi-layered narrative that intertwines love,
loss, and the eternal struggle between good and evil.

The series is divided into several sub-series, including:

- Dark Hunters: The main series focusing on the Dark Hunter warriors.

- Chronicles of Nick: A young adult spin-off that follows Nick Gautier, a
pivotal character in the Dark Hunter universe.

- The League: A separate series that focuses on a different group of
characters but shares the same universe.

- B.A.D. (Bureau of American Defense): A series that also ties into the
larger Dark Hunter universe.

Dark Hunter Series Reading Order

To make the reading experience more enjoyable, it is crucial to follow the
recommended reading order. Below is a chronological list of the main Dark
Hunter novels:

Core Dark Hunter Novels

1. Night Pleasures (1996)
2. Night Embrace (1996)



Dance with the Devil (1997)

Kiss of the Night (1998)

Night Play (2002)

Seize the Night (2003)

Fear the Darkness (2003)

Devil May Cry (2003)

9. Upon the Midnight Clear (2004) - A holiday novella.
10. Dream Chaser (2007)

11. Acheron (2008) - A pivotal book in the series, focusing on the character
Acheron Parthenopaeus.

12. One Silent Night (2008)

13. Burning Dawn (2014)

14. Son of No One (2016)

15. Styxx (2013)

16. Kiss of the Night (1998)

17. Dragonbane (2016)

18. The Guardian (2019)

19. Street of the Dead (2020)
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Additional Novels and Short Stories

In addition to the main novels, there are several short stories and novellas
that expand upon the Dark Hunter universe:

- The Dark-Hunter Companion (2003) - A guide to the series with character
bios and background information.

- Dark Bites (2013) - A collection of short stories that includes previously
published works and new material.

- Deadman’s Cross series - A spin-off focusing on a new group of characters
and their adventures within the same universe.

Chronicles of Nick Reading Order

The Chronicles of Nick series provides a young adult perspective on the Dark
Hunter universe. Here is the recommended reading order:

Infinity (2013)
Invincible (2014)
Infamous (2015)
Allegiance (2016)
Retribution (2017)
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Understanding the Characters

The Dark Hunter series is populated with a diverse cast of characters, each



with their own backstories, motivations, and conflicts. Here are some of the
most notable characters that readers will encounter:

- Acheron Parthenopaeus: The central figure of the series, Acheron is the
first Dark Hunter and the leader of the organization. His complex history and
emotional struggles are explored in-depth in his titular book.

- Nick Gautier: A significant character who transitions from a human teenager
to a key player in the Dark Hunter universe. His journey is chronicled in the
Chronicles of Nick series.

- Savitar: A powerful and enigmatic figure who aids the Dark Hunters while
harboring his own secrets.

- Simi: A demon who serves as Acheron's loyal companion, adding a layer of
humor and charm to the series.

- Various Gods and Goddesses: The series features numerous deities from

different mythologies, each influencing the storyline and characters in
significant ways.

Tips for New Readers

For readers new to the Dark Hunter series, here are some helpful tips to
navigate the expansive universe:

1. Start with the Core Series: It is recommended to begin with the core Dark
Hunter novels to grasp the fundamental storyline and character arcs.

2. Use a Reading Guide: Consider keeping a reading guide handy or referring
to online resources to track character connections and plot lines.

3. Explore the Spin-0ffs: After completing the main series, delve into the
Chronicles of Nick and The League for a broader understanding of the

universe.

4. Read the Novellas: Don’t overlook the novellas and short stories, as they
often provide valuable insights and additional context to the main series.

5. Join a Community: Engaging with fellow fans through forums or social media
can enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the series.

Conclusion

Sherrilyn Kenyon's Dark Hunter series is a rich and intricate universe filled
with compelling characters, emotional depth, and thrilling adventures.



Understanding the recommended reading order is essential for fully
appreciating the series' complexities. By starting with the core novels and
exploring the various spin-offs and accompanying stories, readers can immerse
themselves in the captivating world that Kenyon has created. Whether you are
a newcomer or a long-time fan, the Dark Hunter series promises an
unforgettable journey through love, loss, and the eternal battle between good
and evil.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct reading order for the Dark
Hunter series by Sherrilyn Kenyon?

The recommended reading order starts with 'Night Pleasures', followed by
‘Night Embrace', 'Dance with the Devil', and continues through the series in
order of publication. It's important to check for any chronological order as
well, as some books may have interludes or spin-offs.

Are there any companion novels to the Dark Hunter
series that should be read?

Yes, there are several companion novels, including the 'Chronicles of Nick'
series and the 'League' series, which provide additional context and
background to the Dark Hunter universe.

How many books are there in the Dark Hunter series
as of 20237

As of 2023, there are over 30 books in the Dark Hunter series, including main
novels, novellas, and anthologies.

Is it necessary to read the Dark Hunter series in
order?

While you can enjoy individual books, reading the series in order is highly
recommended to fully appreciate character development and overarching
plotlines.

What is the significance of the Dark Hunter series
in Sherrilyn Kenyon's bibliography?
The Dark Hunter series is Sherrilyn Kenyon's most popular work, establishing

her as a leading author in the paranormal romance genre and greatly
contributing to her success and fanbase.



Are there any upcoming Dark Hunter books planned for
release?

As of October 2023, there are announcements about new installments in the
Dark Hunter series, but specific release dates may vary. Fans should check
Sherrilyn Kenyon's official website for the latest updates.

What are some key themes explored in the Dark Hunter
series?

Key themes in the Dark Hunter series include love and sacrifice, the battle
between good and evil, redemption, and the complexities of immortality.
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