
short autobiography of benjamin
franklin

Short autobiography of Benjamin Franklin serves as a fascinating glimpse into
the life of one of America’s most influential Founding Fathers. Benjamin
Franklin was not just a statesman; he was a polymath whose contributions
spanned various fields, including science, philosophy, politics, and
literature. This article will explore the life of Franklin through his own
words, emphasizing key events and ideas that shaped his character and legacy.

Early Life and Education

Born on January 17, 1706, in Boston, Massachusetts, Benjamin Franklin was the
fifteenth of the seventeen children of Josiah Franklin, a candlemaker. His
early education was limited; he attended Boston Latin School but left at the
age of ten to help support his family. Despite this setback, Franklin was an
avid reader and self-educated through his relentless pursuit of knowledge.

Apprenticeship

At the age of twelve, Franklin was apprenticed to his brother James, a
printer. This experience proved pivotal. Here, Franklin learned the printing
trade and developed a passion for writing. Although he faced challenges,
including conflicts with his brother over political views, he published his
first work, “Silence Dogood,” under a pseudonym, which gained popularity and
marked the beginning of his writing career.

Career and Achievements

Franklin’s career was diverse, reflecting his many interests and talents.
After leaving his apprenticeship, he established his own printing business in
Philadelphia, where he published the “Pennsylvania Gazette” and later, “Poor
Richard's Almanack.” These publications were widely read and significantly
influenced American culture and thought.

Inventions and Scientific Contributions

Franklin was also a renowned inventor and scientist. He conducted experiments
in electricity, famously demonstrating the connection between lightning and
electricity through his kite experiment in 1752. Some of his notable
inventions include:

The lightning rod

The Franklin stove

Swim fins



Bi-focals

His work in science led to the formation of the American Philosophical
Society in 1743, which aimed to promote knowledge and inquiry.

Political Involvement

Franklin's contributions to politics were equally significant. He was a key
figure in the American Revolution and played a crucial role in shaping the
United States' early governance. His political ideology was rooted in
Enlightenment principles, advocating for liberty, democracy, and the rights
of individuals.

Key Political Milestones

Some of Franklin's major political achievements include:

Diplomatic Efforts: Franklin served as the American ambassador to1.
France, where he secured crucial support for the American colonies
during the Revolutionary War.

Constitutional Convention: He was a delegate at the Constitutional2.
Convention in 1787 and was instrumental in promoting the ratification of
the U.S. Constitution.

Anti-Slavery Advocacy: Later in life, Franklin became an outspoken3.
critic of slavery and worked towards the abolition of the practice.

Philosophical Beliefs and Contributions

Franklin was a man of the Enlightenment, and his philosophical beliefs were
deeply rooted in reason, science, and a commitment to ethical living. He
published numerous essays and letters that reflected his thoughts on
morality, governance, and personal improvement.

The Virtues of Franklin

In his quest for moral perfection, Franklin developed a list of thirteen
virtues that he believed were essential for leading a good life:

Temperance

Silence

Order



Resolution

Frugality

Industry

Sincerity

Justice

Moderation

Cleanliness

Tranquility

Chastity

Humility

These virtues served as a personal guide for Franklin and influenced many of
his contemporaries.

Later Years and Legacy

In his later years, Franklin continued to be active in public life. He served
as the President of the Pennsylvania Society for Promoting the Abolition of
Slavery and advocated for education and civic responsibility. His health
began to decline, and he faced various ailments, but he remained
intellectually vigorous until his death.

Death and Burial

Benjamin Franklin passed away on April 17, 1790, at the age of 84. He was
buried in the Christ Church Burial Ground in Philadelphia. His legacy
endures, with his ideas and inventions continuing to influence generations.

Conclusion

A short autobiography of Benjamin Franklin reveals a life rich in
accomplishments and contributions across various domains. From his humble
beginnings in Boston to his pivotal role in the founding of the United
States, Franklin's story is one of resilience, intellect, and a commitment to
improving society. His writings, inventions, and philosophical musings
continue to inspire and educate, solidifying his status as one of history's
great thinkers and leaders. Through this exploration, we gain a deeper
understanding of not just the man himself, but the ideals he championed,
which resonate even today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key themes in Benjamin Franklin's
autobiography?

The key themes in Benjamin Franklin's autobiography include self-improvement,
the importance of education, the value of hard work, and the pursuit of moral
perfection. Franklin emphasizes personal responsibility and the impact of
one's actions on society.

What significant events from Benjamin Franklin's life
are highlighted in his autobiography?

Franklin's autobiography highlights significant events such as his early life
in Boston, his apprenticeship with his brother James, his journey to
Philadelphia, his contributions to the founding of the United States, and his
work as a diplomat and inventor.

How does Benjamin Franklin's writing style reflect
his personality?

Franklin's writing style is characterized by clarity, wit, and a
conversational tone. This reflects his pragmatic and approachable
personality, making complex ideas accessible to a broad audience.

In what ways did Benjamin Franklin's autobiography
influence American literature?

Franklin's autobiography is considered one of the first American
autobiographies and set a precedent for personal narrative in literature. It
influenced future writers by blending personal experience with broader social
and political themes.

What lessons does Benjamin Franklin convey about
self-improvement in his autobiography?

Franklin conveys that self-improvement is an ongoing process, emphasizing the
importance of setting goals, tracking progress, and learning from failures.
He introduces his '13 virtues' as a practical guide to achieving moral
excellence.

How did Benjamin Franklin's early life shape his
later achievements?

Franklin's early life, marked by limited formal education but a strong desire
to learn, instilled in him a lifelong passion for knowledge and innovation.
His experiences as an apprentice and his challenges in youth fostered
resilience and resourcefulness.

What role did Benjamin Franklin play in the American



Revolution, as mentioned in his autobiography?

In his autobiography, Franklin discusses his role as a diplomat and his
efforts to secure French support for the American Revolution. He played a
crucial part in negotiating the Treaty of Paris, which recognized American
independence.

What impact did Benjamin Franklin's autobiography
have on his legacy?

Franklin's autobiography solidified his legacy as a founding father of the
United States and an advocate for democracy, education, and civic
responsibility. It continues to inspire readers with its timeless lessons on
character and public service.

How does Benjamin Franklin address the concept of
success in his autobiography?

Franklin addresses success as a result of hard work, perseverance, and
ethical living. He shares his belief that success is not merely about wealth
but also about contributing positively to society and achieving personal
fulfillment.
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