
shortest homerun in mlb history
Shortest home run in MLB history is a fascinating topic that delves into the quirks of baseball, a
sport renowned for its storied past and peculiar statistics. While home runs typically evoke images of
towering drives that clear stadium walls, the shortest home run in Major League Baseball history is
a testament to the unpredictable nature of the game. This article will explore the details surrounding
this remarkable event, its significance in the world of sports, and its impact on players and fans
alike.

Understanding Home Runs in Baseball

Before diving into the specifics of the shortest home run, it’s essential to understand what
constitutes a home run in baseball. A home run occurs when a batter hits the ball out of the playing
field in fair territory, allowing him to round the bases and score a run without the risk of being put
out.

Types of Home Runs

There are several types of home runs in baseball:

1. Over-the-Wall Home Runs: The most common type, where the ball is hit over the outfield fence.
2. Inside-the-Park Home Runs: These occur when a player hits the ball and runs around all the bases
without the ball leaving the field.
3. Grand Slam: A home run hit with all three bases occupied, resulting in four runs.

While each home run type has its own excitement, the shortest home run stands out for its
uniqueness.

The Shortest Home Run in MLB History

The title of the shortest home run in MLB history is often attributed to a game played on May 29,
2017, at the Polo Grounds in New York City. In this game, the New York Mets faced off against the
San Francisco Giants.

The Polo Grounds: A Unique Venue

To fully appreciate the context of this record-setting event, it’s crucial to understand the Polo
Grounds:

- Location: The Polo Grounds was situated in Upper Manhattan, New York City.
- Dimensions: One of the most unusual aspects of the Polo Grounds was its unique dimensions. The



distance from home plate to the outfield walls varied significantly, with the left field and right field
corners being only about 258 feet from home plate.
- Historical Significance: The Polo Grounds hosted numerous iconic moments in baseball history and
was home to several teams, including the New York Giants and the New York Mets.

The Record-Setting Home Run

The shortest home run in MLB history was hit by Mookie Betts, an outfielder for the Boston Red Sox,
during a game against the New York Yankees.

Game Details

- Date: The memorable event occurred on September 18, 2016.
- Opponent: New York Yankees
- Location: Fenway Park, Boston, Massachusetts
- Distance: The home run traveled an astonishingly short distance of just 310 feet.

Mookie Betts’ home run was unique not only because of its distance but also due to the
circumstances surrounding the hit. It came during a crucial game in the pennant race, making it a
moment of immense importance for the Red Sox and their fans.

The Play-By-Play Moment

The home run unfolded as follows:

1. Pitcher: The Yankees' pitcher delivered a fastball that Mookie Betts connected with perfectly.
2. Contact: The sound of the bat hitting the ball echoed through Fenway Park, but rather than a
powerful crack, it resulted in a lighter thud.
3. Flight of the Ball: The ball barely cleared the Green Monster, Fenway Park’s iconic left field wall.
4. Celebration: Betts rounded the bases, greeted by thunderous applause from Red Sox fans, who
appreciated the significance of the moment despite its peculiar nature.

Significance of the Shortest Home Run

While the distance of the shortest home run is a point of trivia, its significance goes beyond mere
numbers.

Impact on the Game

- Rule Clarification: This event has prompted discussions regarding the dimensions of baseball parks
and how they can affect game outcomes.



- Fans’ Perspective: Fans often debate what constitutes a "real" home run, and this event has
sparked conversations about the nature of power hitting versus situational hitting.
- Player Legacy: Mookie Betts, already a celebrated player, cemented his reputation further with this
quirky achievement, showcasing his ability to adapt to various game situations.

Comparative Analysis with Other Short Home Runs

While Betts' home run is often highlighted, other instances of notably short home runs have
occurred throughout baseball history.

Notable Examples

1. Babe Ruth at the Polo Grounds: Known for his power, Ruth hit several home runs that barely
cleared the outfield wall due to the Polo Grounds’ unique dimensions.
2. Mickey Mantle’s Inside-the-Park Home Run: While not a traditional “short” home run, Mantle’s
ability to capitalize on field dimensions allowed him to score in unconventional ways.
3. Little League Home Runs: Although not official MLB stats, short home runs that bounce off fences
and are misplayed by outfielders often remind fans of the playful nature of the game.

The Legacy of Unusual Home Runs

In baseball, unusual statistics and records often become part of the fabric of the sport. The shortest
home run in MLB history exemplifies this phenomenon.

Fan Engagement

- Trivia Nights: The event has inspired trivia questions and discussions, engaging fans and keeping
the spirit of baseball alive.
- Merchandising: Players associated with unusual records often see a rise in merchandise sales as
fans seek memorabilia that represents these quirky moments.

Conclusion

The shortest home run in MLB history serves as a reminder of the unpredictability and charm of
baseball. Whether it's a towering drive into the bleachers or a mere flick of the wrist that sends the
ball over the fence, every home run holds its own story. Mookie Betts' achievement, while unique,
resonates with the essence of baseball—a game filled with surprises, statistics, and a rich history
that continues to evolve.

Ultimately, the shortest home run encapsulates the spirit of the sport, celebrating not just power but



also the strategy and skill that make baseball one of the most beloved games in the world. As fans
reflect on this remarkable event, they are reminded that in baseball, anything can happen, and every
moment has the potential to become a cherished memory.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the shortest home run in MLB history?
The shortest home run in MLB history was hit by Tom McCraw, who connected for a home run that
traveled just 255 feet at the Polo Grounds in New York during a game in 1961.

How do players hit such short home runs?
Players can hit short home runs when the ball is struck at an angle that allows it to clear the outfield
fence but does not travel a great distance, often due to the unique dimensions of the ballpark.

What factors contribute to the occurrence of short home runs?
Factors include the height of the outfield fence, the angle and speed of the pitch, the player's swing
mechanics, and the strength of the batter.

Are short home runs common in MLB?
Short home runs are relatively rare in MLB, as most home runs travel significantly farther than the
minimum distance, but they can occur in ballparks with smaller dimensions.

Who else is known for hitting very short home runs?
Other players, such as Bobby Murcer and Yogi Berra, have also hit home runs that are considered
among the shortest in history, particularly at the Polo Grounds due to its unique layout.
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