should schools teach cursive writing

Should schools teach cursive writing? This question has sparked considerable debate among
educators, parents, and policymakers in recent years. With the advent of technology and the
increasing usage of digital communication, many argue that teaching cursive writing is no longer
necessary. However, advocates for cursive education argue that it serves important cognitive,
developmental, and cultural purposes. This article will explore the various facets of this debate,
examining the benefits of cursive writing, the challenges faced in its instruction, and the potential
consequences of abandoning cursive in the curriculum.

Historical Context of Cursive Writing

Cursive writing has a long and storied history, evolving from the quill pen and ink to modern
penmanship. Understanding its historical significance can provide insight into why it was once
considered essential in education.

Evolution of Writing Styles

- Early Writing Systems: Cursive has roots in ancient scripts, where fluidity and speed were
necessary for practical communication.

- Renaissance Influence: The Renaissance period saw the flourish of calligraphy, where cursive
became a symbol of education and sophistication.

- Standardization: By the 19th and early 20th centuries, cursive writing was standardized in schools
across many countries, becoming a foundational skill.

Decline in Instruction

- Digital Age: The rise of computers and smartphones has led to a decline in handwriting overall,
with many young people typing more than they write by hand.

- Curriculum Changes: The introduction of Common Core Standards in the United States has led
many schools to prioritize typing skills over cursive writing.

Benefits of Teaching Cursive Writing

Despite its decline, proponents of cursive writing argue for its inclusion in school curricula for
several reasons:

Cognitive Development



- Enhanced Motor Skills: Writing in cursive involves complex motor skills that can help improve
hand-eye coordination.

- Brain Activation: Studies indicate that writing by hand engages different parts of the brain
compared to typing, potentially enhancing memory and learning.

- Creativity: Cursive writing allows for a more fluid and expressive form of writing, which can
encourage creativity among students.

Academic Benefits

- Improved Writing Fluency: Cursive writing can lead to faster writing speeds, enabling students to
take notes more efficiently during lectures.

- Better Retention: Some studies suggest that students who take notes by hand (including cursive)
have better retention of information compared to those who type.

- Cognitive Load Reduction: Cursive allows for a more seamless flow of thoughts, which can reduce
cognitive load while writing.

Cultural and Historical Significance

- Connecting with History: Cursive writing connects students to historical documents and artifacts,
fostering a deeper appreciation for history.

- Personal Expression: Handwritten notes, letters, and cards convey a personal touch that digital
communication often lacks, which can be crucial in personal relationships.

Challenges in Teaching Cursive Writing

While there are many advantages to teaching cursive writing, there are also significant challenges
that educators face:

Educational Priorities

- Curriculum Constraints: With limited time in the school day, teachers often prioritize subjects like
math, science, and technology over cursive instruction.

- Lack of Training: Many teachers feel unprepared to teach cursive, as they may not have received
adequate training in their own education.

Student Engagement

- Student Interest: The majority of students may not see the value in learning cursive, as they are
more accustomed to typing and digital communication.

- Inconsistent Practice: Without regular practice, students may struggle to develop proficiency in
cursive writing, leading to frustration and disinterest.



Potential Consequences of Abandoning Cursive Writing

Eliminating cursive writing from school curricula could have several implications for students and
society as a whole:

Loss of Literacy Skills

- Declining Writing Proficiency: A generation that does not learn cursive may find itself lacking
essential writing skills, impacting both personal and professional communication.

- Reduced Handwriting Quality: The exclusion of cursive could lead to a decline in overall
handwriting quality, as students may not develop the fine motor skills associated with writing.

Cultural Disconnect

- Historical Literacy: Students may miss out on the ability to read historical documents in their
original form, which could hinder their understanding of history.

- Personal Connection: The decline of handwritten communication could lead to a loss of personal
connection in relationships, as digital messages often lack the warmth of a handwritten note.

Alternatives and Compromises

For schools wrestling with the decision of whether to teach cursive writing, there are several
alternatives and compromises to consider:

Integrating Cursive with Technology

- Digital Cursive: Some programs allow students to practice cursive writing through digital
platforms, marrying the benefits of cursive with modern technology.

- Blended Learning: Incorporating cursive writing into existing literacy programs without sacrificing
other essential skills may be a viable solution.

Selective Instruction

- Focus on Key Skills: Rather than teaching cursive as a standalone subject, schools could integrate
it into broader writing and literacy lessons.
- Encouraging Choice: Schools might allow students to choose whether to learn cursive, catering to
individual interests and engagement levels.



Conclusion

The question of whether schools should teach cursive writing is a complex one, with valid arguments
on both sides. Advocates highlight its cognitive, academic, and cultural benefits, while critics point
to changing educational priorities and the digital shift in communication. As society continues to
evolve, the challenge for educators will be to strike a balance that respects traditional skills while
adapting to the needs of a modern world. Ultimately, the decision may not be about whether to
eliminate cursive writing entirely but rather how to incorporate it thoughtfully into a comprehensive
and relevant educational framework that prepares students for the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is teaching cursive writing considered important in
schools?

Teaching cursive writing is considered important as it helps students develop fine motor skills,
enhances handwriting fluency, and can aid in cognitive development by engaging different areas of
the brain.

What are the arguments against teaching cursive writing in
schools?

Arguments against teaching cursive writing include the prevalence of digital communication, the
belief that it may not be a necessary skill in modern society, and the limited time available in the
curriculum for handwriting instruction.

How does learning cursive writing benefit students
academically?

Learning cursive writing can benefit students academically by improving their ability to take notes
quickly, enhancing their comprehension skills through writing practice, and fostering a personal
connection to writing.

Are there any studies that support the teaching of cursive
writing?

Yes, studies have shown that students who learn cursive writing often perform better in spelling and
writing tasks compared to those who only learn print writing, suggesting cognitive advantages.

What age is appropriate for children to start learning cursive
writing?

Most educators suggest that children can start learning cursive writing around 2nd or 3rd grade
when they have developed sufficient fine motor skills and are ready to advance their writing



abilities.

How can schools incorporate cursive writing into the
curriculum effectively?

Schools can incorporate cursive writing into the curriculum by integrating it with language arts,
providing regular practice through creative writing exercises, and using technology to enhance
traditional learning methods.

What impact does cursive writing have on a child's identity
and self-expression?

Cursive writing allows children to develop a unique handwriting style that can enhance their sense
of identity and self-expression, as it reflects their personality and individuality in written
communication.

Is there a difference in learning outcomes between cursive
and print writing?

Research indicates that cursive writing can lead to better retention of information and improved
writing speed compared to print writing, making it a valuable skill for students.

What are some creative ways to teach cursive writing in the
classroom?

Creative ways to teach cursive writing include using artistic projects, incorporating storytelling,
utilizing digital platforms for practice, and engaging students in collaborative writing activities that
emphasize cursive skills.
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