
should students learn cursive writing
in school
Should students learn cursive writing in school? This question has sparked
considerable debate among educators, parents, and students alike. As
technology continues to dominate the educational landscape, the relevance of
cursive writing is often called into question. While some argue that teaching
cursive is an antiquated practice, others believe it is an essential skill
that fosters cognitive development and personal expression. This article will
explore the various facets of cursive writing, including its historical
significance, cognitive benefits, practical applications, and the arguments
for and against its inclusion in the modern curriculum.

Historical Significance of Cursive Writing

Cursive writing has a rich history that dates back centuries. It has evolved
from the early forms of handwriting into a distinct script that is
characterized by its flowing and connected letters.

Origins and Evolution

1. Ancient Civilizations: The roots of cursive writing can be traced back to
ancient civilizations, where scribes developed systems of writing that were
faster and more fluid than traditional scripts.
2. Development in the Renaissance: During the Renaissance, cursive writing
became an art form, with calligraphy being taught in schools as a means of
aesthetic expression.
3. Standardization: By the 19th century, cursive writing was standardized and
widely taught in schools across the Western world, viewed as a crucial skill
for communication.

Decline of Cursive Writing Instruction

With the advent of typewriters in the early 20th century and, later,
computers and digital communication, the emphasis on cursive writing in
education began to wane. Schools started to prioritize print writing and
keyboard skills, leading to a significant decline in cursive instruction.

Cognitive Benefits of Cursive Writing



Research has shown that learning cursive writing has several cognitive
benefits that can enhance a student's overall learning experience.

Motor Skills Development

Cursive writing requires a level of fine motor control that can help develop
dexterity in young learners. The continuous flow of cursive letters promotes
coordination and strengthens the muscles in the hands and fingers.

Improved Memory and Comprehension

Studies suggest that writing by hand, particularly in cursive, can enhance
memory retention. The act of forming letters and connecting them helps to
engage different parts of the brain, leading to improved understanding and
recall of information.

1. Increased Engagement: Students who write in cursive often become more
engaged in their writing tasks, leading to deeper learning.
2. Better Focus: The physical act of writing can enhance concentration and
focus, making it easier for students to absorb information.

Creativity and Personal Expression

Cursive writing allows for greater personalization in writing. Students can
develop their unique styles, which can foster creativity and encourage self-
expression. The fluidity of cursive can also make writing feel more artistic
and less mechanical.

Practical Applications of Cursive Writing

While digital communication is prevalent, there are several practical
applications for cursive writing that extend beyond the classroom.

Everyday Situations

1. Signing Documents: Cursive writing is often used for signatures, which are
a crucial part of legal and personal transactions.
2. Writing Personal Correspondence: Handwritten notes, letters, and cards
often carry a personal touch that typed messages lack. Cursive can add warmth
and individuality to these communications.



Historical and Cultural Contexts

Understanding cursive writing can also help students engage with historical
documents. Many foundational texts in history are written in cursive, and
being able to read and understand them can provide valuable insights into the
past.

Arguments for Teaching Cursive Writing

Advocates for cursive writing instruction present several compelling
arguments for its inclusion in school curricula.

Skill Development and Lifelong Learning

- Foundation for Future Skills: Learning cursive writing can lay the
groundwork for developing other skills, such as note-taking and creative
writing.
- Adaptability: As students grow, the ability to write in cursive can help
them adapt to various communication forms, from personal letters to
professional correspondence.

Preservation of Cultural Heritage

Cursive writing is part of cultural heritage and identity. Teaching it helps
preserve traditions and historical methods of communication. It connects
students with their past and fosters an appreciation for different writing
styles and techniques.

Arguments Against Teaching Cursive Writing

Despite its benefits, there are several arguments against the necessity of
cursive writing instruction in modern education.

Technological Advancements

1. Digital Communication: With the ubiquity of keyboards and digital devices,
many argue that cursive writing is becoming obsolete. Schools may benefit
more from focusing on typing skills.
2. Time Constraints: Many educators face limited time and resources, which
can make it challenging to incorporate cursive writing into an already packed



curriculum.

Alternative Forms of Expression

In today's world, students have numerous ways to express themselves
creatively, including digital art, graphic design, and other forms of
writing. Some educators believe that focusing on these modern skills is more
relevant than teaching cursive.

Conclusion

The debate over whether students should learn cursive writing in school
encompasses various considerations, from cognitive benefits and practical
applications to the impact of technology on communication. While cursive
writing may not be as essential as it once was, its role in developing fine
motor skills, enhancing memory, and fostering creativity cannot be
overlooked.

Ultimately, the decision to include cursive writing in school curricula may
depend on balancing historical significance with the realities of modern
communication. As educators strive to prepare students for the future,
finding a middle ground that honors tradition while embracing innovation will
be crucial. Whether cursive writing remains a staple in education or becomes
a niche skill, it is clear that the conversation around its relevance will
continue as society evolves.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why should students learn cursive writing in school?
Learning cursive writing can enhance fine motor skills, improve handwriting
fluency, and enable students to read historical documents that are often
written in cursive.

What are the benefits of cursive writing compared to
print writing?
Cursive writing can be faster and more efficient than print writing, allowing
students to take notes more quickly and express their thoughts without
interruption.



Is cursive writing still relevant in the digital
age?
Yes, cursive writing remains relevant as it fosters creativity, allows for
personal expression in handwriting, and is still used in signatures and
formal documents.

Are there any cognitive benefits associated with
learning cursive writing?
Studies suggest that writing in cursive can enhance cognitive development by
improving memory retention, comprehension, and the ability to organize
thoughts.

What challenges do teachers face when teaching
cursive writing?
Teachers may face challenges such as a lack of time in the curriculum,
varying student interest levels, and the predominance of digital
communication over handwriting.

How does learning cursive writing impact students
with learning disabilities?
For some students with learning disabilities, cursive writing can be
beneficial as it may help with letter formation, improve focus, and provide a
more fluid writing experience.

What are some effective methods for teaching cursive
writing in schools?
Effective methods include using engaging worksheets, integrating technology
with cursive apps, incorporating fun activities, and providing consistent
practice and encouragement.
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