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Should the electoral college be abolished dbq answer key is a question that
has spurred extensive debate among scholars, politicians, and citizens alike.
The Electoral College, established by the U.S. Constitution, is the mechanism
through which the United States elects its president and vice president.
While some argue that it serves as a protector of federalism and minority
interests, others contend that it undermines the principle of one person, one
vote. This article analyzes the arguments for and against the abolition of
the Electoral College, explores its historical context, and discusses
potential alternatives.

Historical Context of the Electoral College

The Electoral College was established in 1787 during the Constitutional
Convention as a compromise between electing the president by a vote in
Congress and by popular vote. The framers of the Constitution created this
system for several reasons:

1. Federalism: The framers aimed to balance power between the populous states
and less populous ones, ensuring that smaller states still had a voice in
presidential elections.
2. Concerns about Direct Democracy: There was skepticism about the ability of
the general populace to make informed choices, leading to the belief that a
group of electors would make more educated decisions.
3. Political Compromise: The Electoral College was a compromise that allowed
for the ratification of the Constitution, satisfying both large and small
states.

Despite its intentions, the Electoral College has faced significant criticism
over the years, especially in light of instances where the popular vote
winner did not win the presidency.

Arguments for Abolishing the Electoral College

Several compelling arguments support the abolition of the Electoral College:

1. Disproportionate Influence of Smaller States

The Electoral College gives smaller states a disproportionately higher
influence in presidential elections. This is due to the way electors are



allocated, which is based on the number of senators and representatives each
state has. For example:

- Wyoming, with a small population, has three electoral votes, which
translates to one electoral vote for approximately 190,000 people.
- In contrast, California has 55 electoral votes but its electoral vote
represents about 710,000 people.

This means that a vote in Wyoming carries more weight than a vote in
California, leading to the argument that the system is fundamentally unfair.

2. Winner-Takes-All System

Most states use a winner-takes-all approach, where the candidate receiving
the most votes in that state gets all its electoral votes. This can lead to
situations where:

- Votes for losing candidates in that state effectively count for nothing.
- Campaigns focus primarily on a few battleground states, ignoring those
where one party has a stronghold.

As a result, voters in non-competitive states may feel their votes do not
matter, undermining the democratic process.

3. Risk of Faithless Electors

Electors are not legally bound to vote according to their state's popular
vote. While rare, instances of "faithless electors"—those who choose not to
vote for the candidate to whom they are pledged—have occurred. This raises
concerns about:

- The integrity of the electoral process.
- The potential for electors to act contrary to the will of the people.

4. Discrepancy Between Popular and Electoral Vote

There have been instances, such as in the elections of 1824, 1876, 1888,
2000, and 2016, where the candidate who won the popular vote did not win the
presidency. This discrepancy raises questions about the legitimacy of the
outcome and the faith citizens have in the electoral process.



Arguments for Retaining the Electoral College

Despite the criticisms, there are several arguments in favor of maintaining
the Electoral College:

1. Protection of Minority Interests

Supporters argue that the Electoral College protects the interests of smaller
states and minority populations. By requiring candidates to gain support
across a diverse range of states, it prevents a few populous areas from
dominating the political landscape.

2. Encouragement of Nationwide Campaigning

The Electoral College encourages candidates to campaign in a variety of
states, including less populous ones. This can lead to:

- A broader discussion of national issues.
- Increased attention to the concerns of rural and less populous regions that
may otherwise be overlooked in a purely popular vote system.

3. Stability of the Two-Party System

The Electoral College contributes to the stability of the two-party system in
the United States. A direct popular vote could lead to:

- The rise of multiple parties, potentially resulting in fragmented elections
and difficulty in forming a government.
- Greater chances of electoral instability and gridlock, as seen in
parliamentary systems with multiple parties.

Alternatives to the Electoral College

If the Electoral College were to be abolished, several alternatives could be
considered:

1. Direct Popular Vote

One straightforward alternative is to elect the president through a direct
popular vote. This would ensure that every vote counts equally, eliminating



the disproportionate influence of smaller states and the complexities of the
current system.

2. Proportional Allocation of Electors

Another option is to allocate electoral votes proportionally based on the
popular vote in each state. This method could lead to a more equitable
representation of voters’ preferences and mitigate the winner-takes-all
issue.

3. National Popular Vote Interstate Compact (NPVIC)

The NPVIC is an agreement among some states to award all their electoral
votes to the winner of the national popular vote, regardless of the state’s
outcome. This compact would effectively ensure that the candidate who wins
the popular vote becomes president, while still maintaining the Electoral
College.

Conclusion

The debate over whether the should the electoral college be abolished dbq
answer key remains a contentious and complex issue. While the Electoral
College was designed to balance interests and protect minority voices, its
efficacy in representing the democratic will of the people has come under
scrutiny. Proponents of abolition argue that it is an outdated system that
fails to reflect the principles of modern democracy, while supporters assert
that it serves as a necessary safeguard against potential tyranny of the
majority.

Ultimately, any move to abolish the Electoral College would require
significant political will and a thorough understanding of the implications
for the American political system. Whether through direct popular vote,
proportional allocation, or other reforms, the conversation surrounding the
Electoral College is vital to the ongoing evolution of democracy in the
United States. As citizens engage in this discourse, it is essential to
consider not only the historical context and present implications, but also
the future of electoral integrity and representation in American governance.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the primary argument for abolishing the
Electoral College?
The primary argument for abolishing the Electoral College is that it
undermines the principle of one person, one vote, as it can lead to
situations where a candidate wins the presidency without winning the popular
vote.

What are some of the key historical reasons for the
establishment of the Electoral College?
The Electoral College was established as a compromise between electing the
president by a vote in Congress and by popular vote, largely to balance the
influence of populous states with less populous states and to ensure that all
regions had a say in presidential elections.

What are the potential consequences of abolishing
the Electoral College?
Potential consequences of abolishing the Electoral College include increased
focus on populous urban areas during campaigns, potential challenges in
managing election logistics, and a shift in how candidates engage with voters
nationwide.

How would the abolition of the Electoral College
affect voter turnout?
Abolishing the Electoral College could potentially increase voter turnout, as
individuals in states that traditionally lean heavily toward one party may
feel more empowered to vote, knowing their vote would carry equal weight
nationwide.

What are some arguments in favor of maintaining the
Electoral College?
Arguments in favor of maintaining the Electoral College include preserving
the balance of power among states, ensuring that candidates pay attention to
less populous regions, and preventing a few large cities from dominating
national elections.

What role does the Electoral College play in the
federal structure of the United States?
The Electoral College reflects the federal structure of the United States by
allocating electoral votes based on both population and state representation
in Congress, thereby recognizing the sovereignty of states in the election
process.



How have recent elections highlighted the debate
over the Electoral College?
Recent elections, particularly the 2000 and 2016 elections where candidates
won the presidency without winning the popular vote, have intensified the
debate over the Electoral College and raised questions about its fairness and
relevance in modern democracy.

What alternatives to the Electoral College have been
proposed?
Alternatives to the Electoral College include the National Popular Vote
Interstate Compact, which would ensure that the candidate receiving the most
votes nationwide becomes president, and direct popular voting for president.
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