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Should the electoral college be abolished dbq packet answers is a question that has sparked considerable
debate among scholars, politicians, and citizens alike. The Electoral College, established by the U.S.
Constitution, has been a fundamental part of the American electoral system since its inception. However, its
relevance and effectiveness in modern democracy have come under scrutiny, leading to ongoing
discussions about its potential abolition. This article aims to explore the arguments for and against the
Electoral College, providing a comprehensive overview while also addressing the question of whether it
should be abolished.

Understanding the Electoral College

The Electoral College is a group of representatives, known as electors, who formally elect the President
and Vice President of the United States. Each state is allocated a number of electors based on its
representation in Congress, which equals the sum of its Senators (always two) and Representatives in the

House. Currently, there are a total of 538 electors, and a majority of 270 is required to win the presidency.

Historical Context

The framers of the Constitution established the Electoral College as a compromise between electing the
president by a vote in Congress and by popular vote. They believed that this system would balance the
influence of populous states with less populous ones, ensuring that all regions of the country had a voice in
the selection of the president. However, the political landscape has changed dramatically since the 18th

century, leading many to question whether this system still serves its intended purpose.

The Case for Abolishing the Electoral College

Several compelling arguments support the abolition of the Electoral College. Here are some of the most

prominent points raised by advocates for reform:

« Disproportionate Influence: The Electoral College can lead to situations where the votes of citizens in
smaller states carry more weight than those in larger states. For example, Wyoming has three

electoral votes for a population of about 580,000, while California, with a population of nearly 40



million, has 55 electoral votes. This discrepancy raises concerns about equal representation.

e Popular Vote vs. Electoral Vote: There have been instances in U.S. history, such as the elections of
1824, 1876, 1888, and 2000, where the candidate who lost the popular vote won the presidency due
to the Electoral College. This phenomenon undermines the democratic principle of "one person, one

vote."

e Campaign Focus: Candidates tend to focus their campaigns on so-called "swing states,” where the
outcome is uncertain, rather than addressing the needs and concerns of voters nationwide. This
strategy can neglect the voices of millions of voters in states that are reliably Democratic or

Republican.

¢ Encouragement of Voter Apathy: Knowing that their votes may not matter if their state is not
competitive can lead to voter apathy, particularly among those in solidly partisan states. This can

result in lower voter turnout and engagement in the electoral process.

Arguments Against Abolishing the Electoral College

Despite the criticisms, there are also strong arguments for retaining the Electoral College. Proponents of the

system contend that:

e Protection of Minority Interests: The Electoral College ensures that candidates pay attention to
smaller and less populous states, which might otherwise be ignored in a purely popular vote scenario.

This can help protect the interests of minorities and less populous regions.

¢ Encourages National Campaigning: Candidates must appeal to a broader range of voters across
different states, rather than focusing solely on urban centers or regions with high population density.

This encourages a more geographically diverse campaign strategy.

e Stability and Certainty: The Electoral College can provide a clear outcome and prevent the potential
chaos of a national recount. With a defined process for electing the president, the system can

contribute to political stability.

o Historical Precedent: The Electoral College has been a part of American democracy for over 230
years. Some argue that significant changes to such a foundational aspect of the political system should

be approached with caution and thorough consideration.



The Path to Abolishing the Electoral College

Abolishing the Electoral College is not a simple process. It would require a constitutional amendment,

which is notoriously challenging to achieve. Here are the steps typically involved:

1. Proposal of an Amendment: An amendment can be proposed either by a two-thirds majority in both
the House of Representatives and the Senate or by a constitutional convention called for by two-

thirds of state legislatures.

2. Ratification: Once proposed, the amendment must be ratified by three-fourths (38 out of 50) of the

state legislatures or by conventions in three-fourths of the states.

3. Public Support: Gaining widespread public support is crucial. Advocacy groups, public education
campaigns, and grassroots movements can play a significant role in raising awareness and mobilizing

citizens.

The Role of Political Parties and Public Opinion

Political parties play a significant role in shaping the conversation around the Electoral College. The
Democratic Party generally supports abolishing the Electoral College, seeing it as an outdated system that
does not reflect the will of the people. Conversely, the Republican Party has shown more support for

maintaining the status quo, often arguing that the Electoral College protects the interests of smaller states.

Public opinion on the Electoral College is mixed. Polls have shown fluctuating levels of support for its
abolition, often influenced by the outcomes of recent presidential elections. For example, after the 2000 and
2016 elections, when the popular vote winner did not become president, support for reform surged.

However, interest often wanes as time passes.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the question of whether the Electoral College should be abolished is a complex and
multifaceted issue. Advocates for reform highlight the system's shortcomings and the need for a more
representative approach to electing the president. Meanwhile, supporters of the Electoral College argue for

its role in preserving the interests of smaller states and maintaining political stability.

Ultimately, any move toward abolishing the Electoral College would require significant public support and



a thorough examination of the potential impacts on American democracy. As the nation continues to
evolve, the conversation surrounding this institution will likely persist, reflecting the changing values and
priorities of the American people. Whether the Electoral College remains or is abolished, it is crucial for
citizens to engage in this dialogue and advocate for a system that truly represents the democratic ideals of
the United States.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Electoral College?

The Electoral College is a body of electors established by the United States Constitution, which formally
elects the President and Vice President of the United States. Each state has a set number of electors based on

its representation in Congress.

Why do some argue that the Electoral College should be abolished?

Critics argue that the Electoral College undermines the principle of one-person, one-vote, as it gives
disproportionate influence to smaller states and can result in a candidate winning the presidency without

winning the popular vote.

What are the main arguments in favor of keeping the Electoral College?

Supporters argue that the Electoral College protects the interests of smaller states, encourages candidates to
campaign nationwide rather than just in populous areas, and prevents regional candidates from dominating

national elections.

How does the Electoral College impact voter turnout?

Some studies suggest that the existence of the Electoral College can lead to lower voter turnout in states

that are heavily skewed towards one party, as voters may feel their votes are less impactful.

‘What historical context led to the creation of the Electoral College?

The Electoral College was created as a compromise between electing the president by a vote in Congress
and by popular vote. The Founding Fathers aimed to balance the influence of populous states with smaller

ones and to ensure a degree of deliberation in the election process.

Have there been any notable elections where the Electoral College

outcome differed from the popular vote?

Yes, notable examples include the elections of 1824, 1876, 1888, 2000, and 2016, where candidates won the



presidency despite losing the popular vote.

What are potential alternatives to the Electoral College?

Potential alternatives include the direct popular vote system, the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact,
and ranked-choice voting, all aimed at making elections more democratic and ensuring that every vote

carries equal weight.

‘What challenges exist in abolishing the Electoral College?

Abolishing the Electoral College would require a constitutional amendment, which is a challenging process
that requires significant political consensus and could be met with resistance from states that benefit from

the current system.

‘What role does public opinion play in the debate over the Electoral
College?

Public opinion varies, with polls often showing a majority of Americans favoring the abolition of the
Electoral College. However, opinions can shift based on political party affiliation and recent election

outcomes.
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