
show don t tell writing examples
Show don’t tell writing examples are essential tools for any writer seeking to elevate their prose.
This technique encourages writers to create vivid imagery and evoke emotions in readers, rather than
simply stating facts. By focusing on sensory details and actions, writers can immerse their audience in
the narrative, making the experience more engaging and memorable. In this article, we will explore
the concept of "show, don’t tell," examine various examples, and provide practical tips to help you
implement this technique in your writing.

Understanding the Concept of "Show, Don’t Tell"

The phrase "show, don’t tell" emphasizes the importance of demonstrating feelings, actions, and
settings through descriptive language rather than straightforward exposition. This approach allows
readers to draw their own conclusions and connect with the story on a deeper level.

Why is "Show, Don’t Tell" Important?

1. Engagement: Readers become more invested in the story when they can visualize events and
empathize with characters.
2. Emotional Impact: Showing emotions through actions and sensory details can create a stronger
emotional response than simply stating how a character feels.
3. Immersive Experience: Descriptive writing helps readers feel as if they are part of the story,
enhancing their overall experience.

Examples of "Show, Don’t Tell"

To illustrate the effectiveness of this technique, let’s explore several examples that demonstrate how
to show rather than tell.

Example 1: Emotions

Telling: Sarah was angry.

Showing: Sarah’s hands clenched into fists, her jaw tightened, and her breath quickened as she
glared at him, her eyes blazing like two fiery coals.

In the first example, the emotion of anger is stated outright. In the second example, the reader can
visualize Sarah’s physical reaction, which evokes a more intense understanding of her anger.

Example 2: Setting

Telling: The garden was beautiful.

Showing: The garden burst with color as vibrant tulips swayed in the gentle breeze, their petals
glistening with morning dew. Bees buzzed lazily from flower to flower, and the air was fragrant with



the sweet scent of blooming jasmine.

The second example paints a vivid picture of the garden, allowing readers to experience it through
their senses.

Example 3: Character Traits

Telling: John was a nervous person.

Showing: John’s fingers drummed on the table, and he glanced at the clock every few seconds, his
foot tapping anxiously against the floor as he avoided eye contact.

Here, instead of directly stating John’s nervousness, the writer shows his behavior, letting readers
infer his personality through his actions.

Common "Show, Don’t Tell" Scenarios

Certain scenarios in writing lend themselves particularly well to the "show, don’t tell" technique.
Below are a few common situations where this approach can enhance the narrative.

1. Describing Characters

When introducing characters, use physical descriptions, actions, and dialogue to reveal their
personality traits.

Example: Instead of stating, “Lisa was cheerful,” show her skipping down the street, humming a tune,
and greeting strangers with a bright smile.

2. Conveying Setting

Instead of simply describing a setting, focus on sensory details that can immerse the reader in the
environment.

Example: Rather than saying, “The beach was nice,” evoke the experience with descriptions of the
warm sand between toes, the salty spray of the ocean mist, and the sound of waves crashing against
the shore.

3. Expressing Conflict

Conflict can be more powerful when shown through actions and dialogue instead of merely stating the
issues.

Example: Rather than saying, “There was tension between them,” depict the characters avoiding eye
contact, the silence stretching uncomfortably, and their clenched jaws as they sit across from each
other.



Tips for Implementing "Show, Don’t Tell"

Incorporating the "show, don’t tell" technique into your writing can take practice. Here are several tips
to help you master this approach:

1. Use Sensory Details

Engage all five senses—sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch—to create a more immersive
experience.

2. Focus on Actions

Show characters’ emotions through their actions. What do they do when they are happy, sad, angry,
or excited?

3. Be Specific

Avoid vague language. Instead of saying “She was scared,” you might say, “Her heart raced, and she
stumbled backward, her breath catching in her throat.”

4. Show Internal Thoughts

Internal dialogue can be an effective way to demonstrate a character’s feelings. Instead of telling the
reader what the character feels, show their thoughts in a way that conveys emotion.

5. Use Dialogue

Let characters express their feelings and traits through their words. Instead of telling the reader about
a character’s intelligence, show it through a clever exchange or witty banter.

Conclusion

Incorporating the "show, don’t tell" technique into your writing can transform your storytelling,
making it more vivid and engaging. By focusing on sensory details, actions, and internal thoughts,
you allow readers to experience the narrative rather than just read about it. As you practice and
refine this skill, you'll find that your writing becomes more dynamic and compelling, inviting readers
to connect with your characters and immerse themselves in your story. Embrace the art of showing,
and watch your writing flourish.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'show, don't tell' mean in writing?
'Show, don't tell' is a writing technique that encourages writers to illustrate emotions, experiences, or
settings through descriptive actions and sensory details rather than simply stating facts or feelings.



Can you provide an example of 'show, don't tell' in a
sentence?
Instead of saying 'She was angry,' you could show it by writing, 'Her fists clenched at her sides, and
her face turned crimson as she glared at him.'

Why is 'show, don't tell' important in storytelling?
'Show, don't tell' enhances the reader's engagement by allowing them to experience the story
through vivid imagery, making the narrative more immersive and emotionally impactful.

How can I practice 'show, don't tell' in my writing?
You can practice by taking telling sentences from your work and rewriting them to include more
sensory details, actions, and emotions that convey the same message without explicitly stating it.

What are common mistakes writers make with 'show, don't
tell'?
Common mistakes include over-explaining emotions, using clichés, or failing to provide enough
context for the readers to understand the scene without explicit explanations.

Are there specific genres that benefit more from 'show, don't
tell'?
While all genres can benefit from 'show, don't tell,' it is particularly effective in fiction, poetry, and
creative non-fiction, where emotional depth and vivid imagery enhance the reader's experience.

How can dialogue be used to 'show, don't tell'?
Dialogue can reveal character traits and emotions through the way characters speak, their choice of
words, and their tone, allowing readers to infer feelings and motivations without direct statements.

What role does setting play in 'show, don't tell'?
Setting plays a crucial role by establishing mood and context; using descriptive language to depict the
surroundings can evoke emotions and create a sensory experience that shows the story's
atmosphere.
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