show time the 50 most influential
exhibitions of contemporary art

Show time is a term that encapsulates the vibrant and dynamic world of contemporary art
exhibitions that have shaped the cultural landscape over the past several decades. These
exhibitions serve as platforms for artists to showcase their work, engage with the public,
and provoke thought and dialogue within the art community and beyond. This article
explores the 50 most influential exhibitions of contemporary art, shedding light on their
significance, themes, and lasting impact on the art world.

The Evolution of Contemporary Art Exhibitions

Contemporary art exhibitions have evolved significantly since the mid-20th century. They
reflect the changing societal values, technological advancements, and cultural movements
of their times. Major exhibitions often set trends, introduce new artists, and challenge
traditional notions of art. Below, we will delve into some pivotal exhibitions that have left an
indelible mark on the contemporary art scene.

1. "The Armory Show" (1913)

Overview

The Armory Show is credited with introducing American audiences to European avant-garde
art. Featuring works by artists like Marcel Duchamp and Pablo Picasso, the exhibition was a
turning point that challenged conventional art forms.

Significance

- Introduced modernism to the United States.
- Fostered a new appreciation for abstraction and experimental art.
- Sparked debates about the definition and purpose of art.

2. "Sensation" (1997)

Overview

Sensation, held at the Royal Academy of Arts in London, showcased works from the Young
British Artists (YBA) group, including Damien Hirst and Tracey Emin.



Significance

- Provoked immense public and media attention due to controversial pieces, including
Hirst's preserved shark and Emin’s unmade bed.

- Challenged the boundaries of acceptable art and the role of the artist in society.

- Influenced the commercialization of art.

3. "Documenta” (1955-present)

Overview

Documenta, held every five years in Kassel, Germany, is one of the most important
exhibitions for contemporary art, showcasing a diverse range of international artists.

Significance

- Acts as a barometer for the current state of contemporary art.
- Encourages dialogue on political and social issues.
- Highlights emerging artists alongside established figures.

4. "The Venice Biennale" (1895-present)

Overview

The Venice Biennale is a major exhibition that showcases contemporary art from around
the world, held in the historic Giardini and Arsenale.

Significance

- Serves as a global platform for artists to present their work.
- Introduces national pavilions, fostering cultural exchange.
- Influences trends and movements in contemporary art.

5. "The Museum of Modern Art" (MoMA)
Exhibitions

Overview

MoMA has hosted numerous groundbreaking exhibitions, including "The New American



Painting" (1959) and "Pop Art" (1962).

Significance

- MoMA has played a key role in defining modern and contemporary art.
- Introduced art movements to wider audiences.
- Continues to influence curatorial practices globally.

6. "The Whitney Biennial" (1932-present)

Overview

The Whitney Biennial is an exhibition of contemporary American art that has been
influential in showcasing emerging artists and new trends.

Significance

- Acts as a platform for underrepresented voices in the art community.
- Reflects the socio-political climate of the United States.
- Encourages experimentation and innovation.

7. "The Black Arts Movement" (1960s-1970s)

Overview

This movement emerged as a response to racial injustice and aimed to celebrate Black
culture through various forms of artistic expression.

Significance

- Highlighted the importance of cultural identity in art.
- Fostered a sense of community among Black artists.
- Influenced subsequent generations of artists.

8. "The Art of the Americas" (1999)

Overview

This exhibition at the Guggenheim Museum focused on contemporary art from North and



South America, showcasing diverse perspectives.

Significance

- Broadened the definition of contemporary art to include Latin American artists.
- Challenged Eurocentric narratives in the art world.
- Promoted cross-cultural dialogue.

9. "The Uncanny" (2004)

Overview

Held at the Tate Modern, this exhibition explored the concept of the uncanny in
contemporary art through various mediums.

Significance

- Engaged audiences with psychological and philosophical themes.
- Featured artists like Sigmar Polke and Louise Bourgeois.
- Influenced the way contemporary art addresses subconscious fears.

10. "The Forever Now" (2014)

Overview

This exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York focused on artists who use
traditional techniques to address contemporary issues.

Significance

- Highlighted the relevance of painting in the digital age.
- Showcased a diverse range of artistic practices.
- Fostered discussions about the future of art.

11. "The 7th Berlin Biennale" (2012)

Overview

Curated by Artur Zmijewski, this biennial featured works that addressed social and political



issues.

Significance

- Encouraged critical engagement with contemporary social issues.
- Promoted the idea of art as a tool for activism.
- Featured a diverse array of international artists.

12. "The Rapture" (2001)

Overview

This exhibition at the Contemporary Arts Museum in Houston explored themes of spirituality
and the sublime in contemporary art.

Significance

- Engaged with the intersection of art and religion.
- Featured artists like Anselm Kiefer and Bill Viola.
- Prompted discussions on the role of spirituality in modern life.

13. "The New Museum Triennial" (2009-present)

Overview

The New Museum in New York hosts a triennial exhibition celebrating emerging artists from
around the globe.

Significance

- Provides a platform for new voices in contemporary art.
- Highlights the importance of global perspectives.
- Encourages innovation in artistic practices.

14. "The World as a Stage" (2007)

Overview

This exhibition at the Tate Modern examined the relationship between performance and



contemporary art.

Significance

- Explored themes of identity and representation.
- Featured works by artists like Marina Abramovi¢ and Chris Burden.
- Challenged traditional boundaries between art and life.

15. "The Social Contract" (2015)

Overview

Held at the Museum of Modern Art in New York, this exhibition focused on art's role in
shaping social discourse.

Significance

- Engaged with themes of community and collective action.
- Featured artists who address social justice issues.
- Highlighted the potential of art as a catalyst for change.

16. "Pacific Standard Time" (2011-2012)

Overview

This initiative involved numerous exhibitions across Southern California, focusing on the Los
Angeles art scene from 1945 to 1980.

Significance

- Documented the influence of the West Coast on contemporary art.
- Fostered collaboration among institutions.
- Highlighted the importance of regional art movements.

17. "The Body in Crisis" (1992)

Overview

This exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles explored the relationship



between the body and contemporary art.

Significance

- Addressed issues of identity, sexuality, and the human condition.
- Featured artists like Cindy Sherman and Kiki Smith.
- Influenced subsequent explorations of the body in art.

18. "The Invisible Man" (2010)

Overview

This exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art in Chicago focused on the theme of
invisibility in contemporary culture.

Significance

- Engaged with issues of race, identity, and representation.
- Featured artists like David Hammons and Kerry James Marshall.
- Prompted discussions on visibility and marginalization.

19. "The Future of Art" (2018)

Overview

This exhibition at the Guggenheim Museum examined the role of technology in shaping
contemporary art.

Significance

- Highlighted the intersection of art and technology.
- Featured innovative works that challenge traditional mediums.
- Encouraged dialogue about the future of artistic expression.

20. "The Artist's Voice" (2018)

Overview

This exhibition at the Whitney Museum of American Art focused



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Show Time: The 50 Most Influential Exhibitions
of Contemporary Art'?

'Show Time' is an exhibition and accompanying publication that curates and examines 50
pivotal exhibitions that have shaped contemporary art over the years, highlighting their
impact on artists and art movements.

What criteria were used to select the 50 exhibitions
featured in 'Show Time'?

The selection criteria included the exhibition's influence on contemporary art, its historical
significance, innovation in presentation, and the impact it had on public perception and
discourse surrounding art.

Who are some of the key artists featured in the 'Show
Time' exhibition?

The exhibition features prominent artists such as Damien Hirst, Marina Abramovi¢, Jeff
Koons, and Ai Weiwei, showcasing their contributions to influential exhibitions.

How does ‘Show Time' address the concept of curatorial
practice in contemporary art?

'Show Time' explores the evolution of curatorial practices, emphasizing how curators play a
pivotal role in shaping the narrative and context of contemporary art through thematic and
innovative exhibitions.

What are some notable exhibitions included in the
'Show Time' list?
Notable exhibitions include 'Sensation' (1997), 'The Last Judgment' (2014), and

'Documenta’ series, each of which has significantly influenced the trajectory of
contemporary art.

How does 'Show Time' engage with the themes of
globalization and diversity in contemporary art?

'Show Time' highlights exhibitions that not only reflect a diversity of voices and practices
but also address global themes, bringing attention to underrepresented artists and
movements.



What role does the audience play in the context of the
exhibitions discussed in 'Show Time'?

'Show Time' emphasizes the interaction between the audience and the artworks,
showcasing how viewer engagement and participation have been integral to the success
and relevance of the featured exhibitions.

How can viewers visit or experience 'Show Time'?

‘Show Time' may be experienced through physical exhibitions at art institutions, as well as
through online platforms, publications, and virtual tours that allow global access to its
curated content.
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