
sign language for after

sign language for after is an essential concept in American Sign Language (ASL) and other sign

languages, used frequently to indicate events or actions that occur subsequently in time.

Understanding how to express "after" through hand signs is crucial for effective communication,

especially for those learning sign language as a second language or teaching it to others. This article

explores the various ways to sign "after," the context in which it is used, and its grammatical nuances.

Additionally, it delves into the cultural and practical significance of mastering temporal signs in sign

language. Readers will find detailed explanations, examples, and tips to improve their proficiency in

using sign language for after in everyday conversations and formal settings. The following sections

provide a comprehensive guide covering the fundamentals, variations, and applications of this

important temporal indicator.

Understanding the Concept of "After" in Sign Language

Common Signs for "After" in American Sign Language

Contextual Usage and Variations

Grammatical Structure and Sentence Examples

Learning Tips and Practice Techniques

Understanding the Concept of "After" in Sign Language

The concept of "after" in sign language relates to the temporal order of events, indicating that one

action or event follows another in time. Temporal concepts are fundamental in communication as they



help clarify sequences, cause-effect relationships, and scheduling. In sign language, temporal markers

like "after" are conveyed through specific hand shapes, movements, and facial expressions that

provide clear temporal context. Unlike spoken languages, sign languages use spatial and visual cues

to express time, making signs for "after" not only about the hand movements but also about the

placement and flow of signs. Understanding this concept allows signers to construct sentences that

accurately represent timelines and sequences, which is critical in storytelling, instructions, and planning

conversations.

Temporal Markers in Sign Language

Temporal markers such as "before," "after," "then," and "next" are integral to structuring sentences and

dialogues. These markers help organize ideas and provide clarity regarding when events occur relative

to each other. In sign language, these markers are often combined with non-manual signals such as

eyebrow movements and head tilts to enhance meaning. The sign for "after" typically involves a motion

that visually represents the passing of time or a progression from one point to another. Recognizing

and mastering these markers is a key skill in achieving fluency and naturalness in sign language

communication.

Common Signs for "After" in American Sign Language

American Sign Language offers several ways to express the concept of "after," each suitable for

different contexts. The most common sign involves a motion that suggests something follows or comes

later in time. The handshape, movement, and location are all important to convey the meaning

accurately. Learning these common signs helps learners understand how temporal concepts are

visually represented in ASL.

The Basic "After" Sign

The basic sign for "after" in ASL is performed by holding one hand flat with the palm facing down and



placing the other hand, also flat, underneath it. The bottom hand then moves forward or out from

under the top hand, symbolizing the idea of something coming after or later in time. This motion

visually represents the passage of time from one event to the next. The sign is often accompanied by

a slight forward head movement to reinforce the temporal transition.

Alternative Signs and Regional Variations

While the basic sign is widely understood, some regions or sign language users may employ

alternative signs or slight variations to indicate "after." These variations can include different

handshapes or movement directions, often influenced by local dialects or personal signing styles.

Some signers might also incorporate facial expressions or body language to emphasize the sequential

nature of "after." Understanding these alternatives is useful for communicating with a broad range of

signers and recognizing diverse signing styles.

Contextual Usage and Variations

The use of sign language for "after" extends beyond a single sign and varies depending on the

context, sentence structure, and conversational flow. Temporal signs must align with the overall

meaning and timing of the conversation. This section explores how "after" is used in different situations

and the variations in expression that occur.

Using "After" in Storytelling

In storytelling, the sign for "after" helps sequence events clearly, allowing the audience to follow the

narrative smoothly. Signers often use exaggerated movements and facial expressions to indicate the

passage of time and emphasize the order of events. The sign is typically combined with other temporal

markers and time indicators to create a vivid timeline of actions or occurrences.



Expressing "After" in Questions and Commands

When used in questions or commands, "after" can indicate when an action should take place relative

to another event. For example, asking "What do you do after school?" or commanding "Finish your

homework after dinner" requires precise use of the sign for "after" to convey the correct time frame. In

these contexts, the sign is often paired with appropriate facial expressions such as raised eyebrows for

questions or firm expressions for commands.

Variations in Different Sign Languages

While this article focuses on American Sign Language, it is important to note that other sign

languages, such as British Sign Language (BSL) or Auslan, have their own signs for "after." These

signs may differ significantly in handshape, movement, and location. Learners should be aware of

these differences when communicating with signers from various linguistic backgrounds.

Grammatical Structure and Sentence Examples

Incorporating the sign language for "after" into sentences requires understanding its grammatical role

and position within a sentence. Sign languages have unique syntax and grammar rules that differ from

spoken English, and temporal signs like "after" play a crucial role in sentence construction.

Position of "After" in Sentences

In ASL, the sign for "after" typically appears before the event or action that follows. For example, a

sentence like "I eat after school" would be signed with "school" first, then the sign for "after," followed

by "eat." This structure emphasizes the sequence of events clearly. The placement of "after" helps

clarify the timing and ensures the message is understood correctly.



Sample Sentences Using "After"

After class, I go home. – The signer first signs "class," then "after," followed by "go home."

What do you do after work? – The signer uses the question facial expression, signs "work," then

"after," with the question marker.

I will call you after dinner. – The sequence is "dinner," "after," then "call you."

These examples illustrate the natural flow of sentences incorporating the sign for "after," demonstrating

the importance of temporal markers in effective communication.

Learning Tips and Practice Techniques

Mastering the sign language for "after" requires practice and exposure to various contexts. This section

offers practical tips and techniques for learners to improve their understanding and usage of temporal

signs.

Practice with Real-Life Scenarios

Engaging in conversations that involve sequencing events helps reinforce the use of "after." Role-

playing scenarios such as planning a day, telling a story, or giving instructions can provide meaningful

practice opportunities.

Use Visual and Contextual Cues

Pay attention to facial expressions, body language, and spatial placement when signing "after." These

non-manual signals enhance the clarity and accuracy of temporal concepts in sign language.



Learn from Native Signers

Observing and interacting with native signers provides invaluable insight into the natural use of "after"

and other temporal signs. Watching videos, attending classes, or participating in signing communities

can accelerate learning.

Practice List for "After" Sign Mastery

Memorize the basic handshape and movement for "after."

Practice signing simple sentences using "after."

Incorporate facial expressions to match the temporal context.

Try different sentence structures to understand placement.

Observe and mimic native signer usage in various contexts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Sign Language (ASL) sign for 'after'?

In ASL, the sign for 'after' involves holding your dominant hand in a flat position and moving it

backward over your non-dominant hand, which is held flat and stationary, indicating something

happening after.



How do you use the sign for 'after' in a sentence?

You can sign 'after' by first signing the event or time, then signing 'after' by moving your dominant

hand backward over your non-dominant hand, followed by the next event or time.

Is there a difference between 'after' and 'later' in sign language?

Yes, while 'after' typically indicates a subsequent event in a sequence, 'later' is used to refer to an

unspecified time in the future. Their signs differ slightly in hand movement and context.

Can 'after' be used to indicate both time and order in sign language?

Yes, the sign for 'after' can indicate both temporal sequences (time) and the order of events or actions

in ASL.

Are there regional variations in signing 'after' in different sign

languages?

Yes, different sign languages like British Sign Language (BSL) or Australian Sign Language (Auslan)

have their own unique signs for 'after' which may differ from ASL.

How can beginners practice the sign for 'after'?

Beginners can practice by watching instructional videos, mimicking the hand movements slowly, and

using the sign in simple sentences about sequences or events that happen after one another.

Is 'after' a one-handed or two-handed sign in ASL?

The sign for 'after' in ASL is a two-handed sign, involving a dominant hand moving backward over the

stationary non-dominant hand.



What are some common phrases using 'after' in sign language?

Common phrases include 'after school', 'after work', or 'after the meeting', where you sign the event

followed by the sign for 'after' and then the subsequent event.

How important is facial expression when signing 'after'?

Facial expressions are important in ASL to convey the correct meaning and tone; when signing 'after',

a neutral or slightly anticipatory expression is often used depending on context.

Additional Resources

1. Signing Naturally: Student Workbook, Units 1-6

This comprehensive workbook is designed for beginners learning American Sign Language (ASL). It

covers fundamental vocabulary, grammar, and conversational skills through engaging exercises and

activities. The workbook complements the Signing Naturally video series, making it an excellent

resource for classroom and self-study.

2. The Joy of Signing: The Complete Illustrated Guide to American Sign Language

A classic and widely respected resource, this book offers a detailed introduction to ASL with clear

illustrations and explanations. It covers fingerspelling, basic signs, and common phrases, making it

accessible for learners of all ages. The Joy of Signing also emphasizes Deaf culture, providing

valuable context for language use.

3. American Sign Language Dictionary by Martin L.A. Sternberg

This dictionary is an essential reference for anyone studying ASL, featuring thousands of signs with

detailed descriptions. It includes regional variations and notes on usage, helping learners understand

the nuances of the language. The book is organized alphabetically and indexed by category for easy

navigation.

4. Learning American Sign Language by Tom Humphries and Carol Padden



Written by renowned ASL researchers, this book offers an in-depth look at the structure and grammar

of ASL. It provides practical lessons for both beginners and intermediate learners, along with cultural

insights from the Deaf community. The text is complemented by examples and exercises to reinforce

learning.

5. Signing: How to Speak with Your Hands by Mickey Flodin

Geared toward children and families, this illustrated guide introduces basic signs in a fun and

approachable way. It includes common words and phrases used in everyday situations, making it ideal

for early learners and parents interested in learning sign language together. The book also highlights

the importance of communication and inclusion.

6. American Sign Language Made Easy by Rod R. Butterworth and Mickey Flodin

This beginner-friendly book simplifies the process of learning ASL by breaking down signs into easy-to-

understand steps. It covers a wide range of vocabulary and practical expressions, supported by

illustrations and tips for effective communication. The book is suitable for self-study and classroom

use.

7. The Everything Sign Language Book: American Sign Language Made Easy by Irene Duke

This all-in-one guide provides clear instructions on learning ASL basics, including fingerspelling,

grammar, and conversational phrases. It also introduces Deaf culture and etiquette, fostering a deeper

appreciation of the language. The book includes quizzes and practice exercises to help learners track

their progress.

8. Signing for Dummies by Adan R. Penilla II and Angela Lee Taylor

Part of the popular "For Dummies" series, this book breaks down ASL into manageable lessons for

beginners. It covers essential vocabulary, grammar rules, and cultural tips in an easy-to-follow format.

The book also offers online resources and videos to enhance the learning experience.

9. Master ASL! Volume 1: Master American Sign Language by Jason E. Zinza

This book is designed for serious learners aiming to achieve fluency in ASL. It presents detailed

lessons on grammar, syntax, and advanced vocabulary, along with cultural context. Master ASL!



Volume 1 includes exercises and practice dialogues to help learners build confidence and proficiency.
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