
sign language for numbers

sign language for numbers is an essential component of effective
communication within the Deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. Mastering
numerical signs allows for clear exchanges involving dates, quantities, phone
numbers, prices, and various mathematical concepts. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of how numbers are represented in different sign
languages, with a particular focus on American Sign Language (ASL). It
explores the techniques and variations used to express single digits, multi-
digit numbers, and large numbers. Additionally, the article discusses the
importance of understanding cultural differences and regional variations in
numerical sign language. By the end, readers will gain a thorough
understanding of sign language for numbers, enhancing both comprehension and
communication skills in diverse contexts.
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Basics of Sign Language for Numbers

Understanding the fundamentals of sign language for numbers is pivotal to
grasping how numerical information is conveyed visually. Most sign languages
utilize handshapes, movements, and facial expressions to represent numbers.
These visual cues replace spoken numerals and allow for clear, efficient
communication. Sign languages typically have unique signs for numbers 0
through 10, with distinct hand configurations for each digit. Beyond these
basics, combinations of signs and movements enable users to express larger
numbers and complex mathematical notions.

Numerical Handshapes

Numerical handshapes form the foundation of signing numbers. Each number is
associated with a particular arrangement of fingers and palm orientation. For
example, in many sign languages, the number one is indicated by raising the
index finger, while the number five involves an open hand with all fingers
extended. These handshapes must be performed clearly to avoid ambiguity.
Additionally, handshapes may vary slightly depending on the sign language
system.

Non-Manual Signals

Non-manual signals such as facial expressions and body posture play a crucial
role in clarifying numbers in sign language. For instance, raising eyebrows



can indicate a question involving numbers, while certain head movements might
emphasize the quantity or order. These non-manual markers enhance the clarity
and context of numerical signs, ensuring precise communication.

American Sign Language (ASL) Number System

American Sign Language has a well-established and widely used numerical
system that covers digits from zero to one hundred and beyond. ASL numbers
are signed using one or both hands, depending on the value and context. The
system is designed to be intuitive and efficient, allowing for quick
communication in everyday situations.

Numbers 0 to 10 in ASL

In ASL, numbers from zero to ten have unique, standardized signs that are
easy to learn. For example:

0: The hand forms a circular shape with the thumb and index finger
touching.

1: The index finger is extended upward while other fingers remain
folded.

5: The hand is open with all fingers spread apart.

10: The thumb extends and wiggles, often shaking side to side.

These foundational numbers serve as the building blocks for larger numbers.

Numbers 11 to 99

Numbers between 11 and 99 in ASL are signed using combinations of the base
digits and specific movements. For example, the number 11 is signed by
flicking the index finger upward twice. Numbers like 23 combine the signs for
2 and 3 in sequence, often with a slight downward motion to indicate the tens
and ones place. This system allows for rapid and clear expression of two-
digit numbers.

Techniques for Signing Multi-Digit Numbers

Expressing multi-digit numbers in sign language requires understanding how to
combine basic numerical signs effectively. Various techniques ensure clarity
and accuracy when conveying larger quantities.

Sequential Signing

Sequential signing involves signing each digit one after another to represent
the entire number. This approach is common for phone numbers, addresses, and
serial numbers. For example, the number 345 is signed by making the handshape
for 3, then 4, then 5 in quick succession. This method is straightforward and



reduces confusion in complex numerical sequences.

Tens and Units Differentiation

To avoid ambiguity, signers often emphasize the tens digit by using a
different hand position or movement before signing the units. For example,
the tens digit may be signed with the dominant hand held higher, followed by
the units digit lower or closer to the body. This spatial differentiation
helps listeners distinguish parts of the number easily.

Incorporating Contextual Clues

Context is vital when signing numbers, especially in situations like dates or
prices. Signers often combine numerical signs with contextual signs such as
"year," "month," or "dollars" to clarify the meaning. This practice ensures
that numbers are not only signed correctly but also understood within their
intended context.

Variations and Regional Differences

While many sign languages share similarities in their numerical systems,
regional and cultural variations exist. These differences can impact the way
numbers are signed and understood within various Deaf communities.

Regional Variations in ASL

Even within American Sign Language, regional differences can affect number
signing. Certain areas may have unique signs for specific numbers or prefer
one technique over another. Awareness of these variations is important for
effective communication and cultural sensitivity.

Differences Across Sign Languages

Other sign languages, such as British Sign Language (BSL) or Signed Exact
English (SEE), have distinct methods for signing numbers. For example, BSL
uses two hands to sign numbers 1 through 10, contrasting with ASL’s one-
handed approach. Understanding these differences is essential for
interpreters and learners working with multiple sign language systems.

Applications of Sign Language for Numbers

Sign language for numbers is utilized across a wide range of everyday and
professional situations, highlighting its importance in inclusive
communication.

Education and Learning

Teaching numbers in sign language is a fundamental part of Deaf education. It



enables students to grasp mathematical concepts and perform calculations
using visual language. Educators use sign language for numbers to foster
understanding and engagement in subjects like math and science.

Commerce and Finance

In business settings, accurate communication of prices, quantities, and
account numbers is critical. Sign language for numbers ensures that Deaf
consumers and professionals can participate fully in financial transactions
and negotiations.

Healthcare and Emergency Situations

Precise numerical communication is vital in healthcare contexts, such as
conveying medication dosages or emergency contact numbers. Sign language for
numbers facilitates clear exchanges between Deaf patients and healthcare
providers, improving safety and care quality.

Learn and practice the basic handshapes for numbers 0 through 10.1.

Understand the techniques for combining signs to express multi-digit2.
numbers.

Familiarize yourself with regional and language-specific variations.3.

Apply contextual signs to clarify the meaning of numbers in4.
communication.

Use sign language for numbers confidently in educational, professional,5.
and everyday scenarios.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is sign language for numbers?

Sign language for numbers is a system of hand gestures used to represent
numerical values in various sign languages, allowing people to communicate
numbers visually without speaking.

How do you sign numbers 1 to 10 in American Sign
Language (ASL)?

In ASL, numbers 1 to 5 are signed by holding up the corresponding number of
fingers, starting with the index finger for 1. Numbers 6 to 9 are signed by
touching the thumb to each finger from pinky to index, and 10 is signed by
making a fist with the thumb extended and shaking it side to side.



Are number signs the same across all sign languages?

No, number signs vary across different sign languages around the world. For
example, ASL, British Sign Language (BSL), and Chinese Sign Language all have
different ways of signing numbers.

How do you sign large numbers in sign language?

Large numbers in sign language are typically signed by combining the signs
for smaller numbers, often involving place value concepts like tens,
hundreds, and thousands with specific hand movements or locations.

Is it important to learn number signs in sign
language?

Yes, learning number signs is important for effective communication in sign
language as numbers are frequently used in daily activities such as telling
time, counting, shopping, and giving addresses or phone numbers.

Can sign language numbers be used for math
calculations?

Yes, sign language users often use number signs and specific math-related
signs to perform and communicate mathematical calculations visually.

How do deaf children learn numbers in sign language?

Deaf children learn numbers in sign language through exposure in educational
settings, interaction with family members who use sign language, and through
visual aids and practice with number signs.

What is the difference between finger spelling
numbers and using number signs in sign language?

Finger spelling numbers involves spelling out digits using the manual
alphabet, while number signs are specific gestures representing numbers,
which are usually quicker and more efficient for communication.

Are there cultural differences in number signs within
the same country?

Yes, there can be regional and cultural variations in number signs within the
same country, influenced by local sign language dialects and community
practices.

Where can I learn more about sign language for
numbers?

You can learn more about sign language for numbers through online courses,
educational websites, local deaf community centers, sign language
dictionaries, and apps dedicated to teaching sign language.



Additional Resources
1. Counting with Your Hands: An Introduction to Number Signs in American Sign
Language
This beginner-friendly book introduces readers to the basics of counting
using American Sign Language (ASL). It covers number signs from 1 to 100,
with clear illustrations and step-by-step instructions. The book also
includes practice exercises to reinforce learning and encourages interactive
communication through numbers.

2. Numbers in Sign Language: A Visual Guide to Counting and Math
Designed for learners of all ages, this guide explores how numbers are
expressed in various sign languages around the world. It includes detailed
images and explanations of number signs, as well as practical tips for using
numbers in everyday conversations. The book also highlights cultural
differences in numerical signing.

3. Mastering Number Signs: Advanced Techniques in ASL Numeracy
This comprehensive resource is aimed at intermediate and advanced ASL users
who want to enhance their numerical communication skills. It delves into
complex number concepts such as ordinal numbers, fractions, and large
numbers. The book provides exercises and real-life examples to help readers
master advanced number signs.

4. Sign Language for Kids: Learning Numbers the Fun Way
Perfect for children, this colorful and engaging book teaches number signs
through playful activities and storytelling. It features vibrant
illustrations and simple explanations to make learning numbers in sign
language enjoyable. Parents and educators will find it a useful tool for
introducing sign language in early education.

5. Everyday Numbers in Sign Language: Practical Communication Skills
Focusing on practical usage, this book covers number signs commonly used in
daily life, such as telling time, shopping, and giving phone numbers. It
emphasizes conversational skills and provides dialogues and scenarios to
practice. The book helps readers become confident in using numbers in real-
world sign language interactions.

6. The Art of Number Signing: Cultural Insights and Techniques
This book explores the cultural significance and variations of number signs
within different Deaf communities. It combines linguistic analysis with
artistic illustrations to showcase the beauty of numerical signing. Readers
gain a deeper understanding of how numbers function in sign language beyond
mere counting.

7. Sign Language Math: Teaching Arithmetic through Number Signs
Aimed at educators and tutors, this book integrates sign language into
teaching basic arithmetic concepts. It offers lesson plans, activities, and
visual aids that use number signs to explain addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division. The book supports inclusive education by
bridging math learning and sign language.

8. Numbers Across Sign Languages: A Comparative Study
This scholarly work compares how different sign languages represent numbers,
highlighting similarities and differences. It includes extensive charts and
linguistic commentary, making it valuable for researchers and language
enthusiasts. The book sheds light on the diversity and universality of
numerical signs worldwide.



9. Signing Numbers with Confidence: A Practical Workbook
This interactive workbook is designed to build fluency in signing numbers
through progressive exercises and quizzes. It encourages daily practice and
self-assessment to improve speed and accuracy. Suitable for learners at
various levels, the book also includes tips for overcoming common challenges
in number signing.
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