
similarities between new deal and
great society
similarities between new deal and great society initiatives lie at the heart
of two of the most transformative periods in American social and economic
policy. Both the New Deal, launched under President Franklin D. Roosevelt
during the 1930s, and the Great Society, introduced by President Lyndon B.
Johnson in the 1960s, aimed to address widespread social issues and economic
disparities through federal government intervention. These landmark programs
sought to alleviate poverty, promote social welfare, and foster economic
recovery and growth. While they emerged in different historical contexts—the
Great Depression and the post-war era respectively—their shared goals and
strategies reveal important parallels in American governance and reform. This
article explores the fundamental similarities between these two ambitious
programs, examining their approaches to social welfare, economic reform, and
government expansion. The analysis will cover key aspects such as policy
goals, social impact, and the role of the federal government.
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Historical Context and Origins
Understanding the historical context of both the New Deal and the Great
Society is essential to grasp their similarities. The New Deal emerged in
response to the catastrophic economic collapse of the Great Depression, which
caused massive unemployment, poverty, and a breakdown in financial systems.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration sought to stabilize the
economy and provide immediate relief to struggling Americans.

Similarly, the Great Society was conceived during a period of relative
prosperity but persistent social inequality. In the 1960s, under President
Lyndon B. Johnson, the focus shifted toward eliminating poverty and racial
injustice, aiming to create a more equitable society. Both programs were
responses to urgent social and economic challenges, reflecting a belief in
the federal government’s responsibility to intervene and improve citizens’



lives.

Goals and Objectives of Both Programs
The similarities between new deal and great society initiatives are evident
in their overarching goals. Both aimed to expand social welfare and promote
economic stability through comprehensive reforms. These objectives included
reducing poverty, improving education and healthcare access, and protecting
vulnerable populations.

Poverty Alleviation
Both programs prioritized efforts to combat poverty on a national scale. The
New Deal introduced job creation programs and social safety nets, while the
Great Society expanded these efforts through targeted anti-poverty measures
and social services.

Economic Recovery and Growth
Economic revitalization was central to both agendas. The New Deal focused on
immediate economic relief and structural reforms, whereas the Great Society
worked to create long-term opportunities for economic advancement,
particularly among disadvantaged groups.

Economic and Social Reforms
Both the New Deal and Great Society implemented a range of economic and
social reforms designed to address systemic issues. These reforms reshaped
the relationship between the government and the American people.

Job Creation and Employment Programs
The New Deal’s employment initiatives, such as the Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC) and Works Progress Administration (WPA), aimed to reduce
unemployment through public works projects. The Great Society continued this
legacy with programs like Job Corps and community action agencies targeting
job training and employment for the poor.

Social Security and Welfare Expansion
Social security played a critical role in both programs. The New Deal
established the Social Security Act, creating a safety net for the elderly
and unemployed. The Great Society expanded welfare programs, introducing
Medicare and Medicaid to provide health coverage for the elderly and low-
income individuals.



Education and Housing Initiatives
Both programs recognized the importance of education and housing in improving
quality of life. The New Deal funded public school construction and
affordable housing projects, while the Great Society launched the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act and increased federal funding for urban
development and low-income housing.

Role of the Federal Government
A significant similarity between the New Deal and Great Society was the
expanded role of the federal government in economic and social affairs. Both
programs marked a shift toward greater federal intervention and oversight.

Government as an Agent of Change
Both initiatives reflected a belief that the government must actively engage
in correcting social and economic inequalities. The federal government
assumed responsibility for regulating financial markets, providing social
insurance, and ensuring basic living standards.

Legislative and Administrative Expansion
The New Deal and Great Society both led to the creation of numerous federal
agencies and programs designed to implement their policies effectively. This
expansion increased the complexity and reach of the federal bureaucracy.

Impact on Social Welfare and Poverty
The similarities between new deal and great society programs are also evident
in their social impacts, especially concerning welfare and poverty reduction.

Reduction of Poverty Rates
Both programs contributed to significant decreases in poverty levels through
targeted social programs and economic interventions. The New Deal laid the
foundation for modern welfare, while the Great Society intensified efforts to
address urban poverty and racial disparities.

Improvement in Public Health and Education
Health initiatives under the Great Society, including Medicare and Medicaid,
built on the New Deal’s emphasis on public welfare, improving access to
medical care. Educational reforms under both programs helped increase
literacy and school attendance, contributing to long-term social improvement.



Challenges and Criticisms
Despite their successes, both programs faced criticisms related to government
overreach, costs, and bureaucratic inefficiencies. These challenges
highlighted the complexities involved in large-scale social reform.

Legacy and Influence on Future Policies
The legacies of both the New Deal and the Great Society continue to shape
American policy and society. Their similarities underscore enduring
principles in U.S. social and economic governance.

Foundation for Modern Welfare State
Both initiatives established frameworks for ongoing social welfare programs,
including unemployment insurance, social security, healthcare, and education
funding. These frameworks remain central to contemporary policy discussions.

Inspiration for Subsequent Reforms
The New Deal and Great Society inspired future administrations to pursue
active government roles in addressing social and economic issues. Their
comprehensive approaches provide models for tackling systemic challenges.

Enduring Debates on Government’s Role
Their similarities also fuel ongoing debates about the balance between
government intervention and individual responsibility, reflecting the
continuing evolution of American political and economic thought.

Summary of Key Similarities
In essence, the similarities between new deal and great society programs can
be summarized as follows:

Both emerged in response to significant social and economic challenges.

Each aimed to reduce poverty and improve social welfare through federal
programs.

They expanded the federal government’s role in economic regulation and
social policy.

Both introduced landmark reforms in employment, education, health, and
housing.

They left lasting legacies influencing future social and economic



policies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a key similarity between the New Deal and
the Great Society programs?
Both the New Deal and the Great Society aimed to address economic inequality
and improve social welfare through government intervention and reform.

How did both the New Deal and the Great Society
approach poverty?
Both initiatives implemented programs designed to reduce poverty, such as job
creation under the New Deal and anti-poverty measures like Medicare and
Medicaid under the Great Society.

In what way did the New Deal and Great Society
expand the role of the federal government?
Both expanded the federal government's involvement in economic and social
affairs by introducing new agencies and social programs to support citizens.

Did both the New Deal and the Great Society focus on
social justice?
Yes, both sought to promote social justice by addressing issues such as
unemployment, education, healthcare, and civil rights.

How did the economic context influence similarities
between the New Deal and Great Society?
Both arose during times of economic or social challenges—The New Deal during
the Great Depression and the Great Society during the 1960s—to stimulate
economic growth and improve quality of life.

Were job creation efforts a part of both the New
Deal and the Great Society?
Yes, the New Deal created jobs through public works projects, while the Great
Society included programs like the Job Corps to provide employment and
training.



How did both programs address education?
Both initiatives emphasized improving education; the New Deal supported
public education infrastructure, and the Great Society introduced laws like
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act to fund schools.

Did civil rights play a role in both the New Deal
and Great Society initiatives?
While the New Deal had limited focus on civil rights, the Great Society
placed a stronger emphasis on civil rights legislation, yet both aimed to
create more equitable opportunities for Americans.

Additional Resources
1. The New Deal and the Great Society: A Comparative Analysis
This book explores the social, economic, and political parallels between
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal and Lyndon B. Johnson’s Great Society
programs. It delves into how both initiatives sought to address poverty,
unemployment, and social inequality in America. The author provides a
detailed examination of the policies’ impacts and enduring legacies.

2. From Roosevelt to Johnson: The Evolution of American Social Reform
Tracing the lineage of American social reform, this work compares the New
Deal and Great Society as pivotal moments in U.S. history. It highlights how
each administration responded to the crises of their times with expansive
government intervention. The book also discusses the continuity and
divergence in their approaches to welfare and civil rights.

3. Government and Change: The New Deal and Great Society Programs
Focusing on the role of federal government expansion, this book analyzes how
both the New Deal and Great Society reshaped American governance. It examines
their strategies for economic recovery, social welfare, and educational
reform. The author argues that these programs laid the foundation for modern
American liberalism.

4. New Deal vs. Great Society: Social Policies in 20th Century America
This comparative study contrasts the social policies implemented during the
New Deal and Great Society eras. It evaluates the effectiveness of programs
like Social Security, Medicare, and the War on Poverty. The book provides
insight into the political and cultural forces that influenced these landmark
reforms.

5. Bridging Eras: The New Deal and Great Society’s Impact on American Society
By examining the social and economic reforms of both eras, this book reveals
the common goals and challenges faced by the New Deal and Great Society. It
discusses how both aimed to reduce inequality and promote social justice. The
narrative also considers the criticisms and successes of each program.



6. Legacy of Reform: The New Deal and Great Society Compared
This volume offers a side-by-side comparison of the New Deal and Great
Society’s key initiatives. It highlights similarities in their visions for
America’s future and the mechanisms they used to achieve reform. The author
discusses the long-term effects on American social policy and public
expectations.

7. Social Welfare in America: New Deal and Great Society Perspectives
Focusing on social welfare development, this book compares the New Deal and
Great Society’s contributions to public assistance programs. It explores how
both eras expanded government responsibility for citizens’ well-being. The
analysis includes discussions on poverty alleviation and healthcare reform.

8. Progressive Visions: Linking the New Deal and Great Society
This book argues that the Great Society was a natural extension of the New
Deal’s progressive vision. It traces policy continuities and ideological
shifts between the two periods. The author shows how both programs sought to
foster equality and opportunity through federal action.

9. Economic Recovery and Social Justice: The New Deal and Great Society
Connection
Examining the intertwined goals of economic recovery and social justice, this
book compares how the New Deal and Great Society addressed these issues. It
provides detailed case studies of major programs and their outcomes. The work
highlights the enduring influence of these reform efforts on American
society.
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