
sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet
answers

sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet answers provide essential insights and clarifications for
students studying Jonathan Edwards’ famous sermon. This sermon, delivered during the Great
Awakening, is a cornerstone of early American religious rhetoric and offers profound themes related to sin,
divine wrath, and redemption. Understanding the worksheet answers helps learners grasp the complex
theological and literary devices used by Edwards. Additionally, reviewing these answers aids in preparing
for exams, writing essays, or engaging in class discussions. This article will explore the key components of
the worksheet, the significance of accurate responses, and strategies for using these answers effectively in
academic settings. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of how to approach the sinners in the
hands of an angry god worksheet answers with confidence and precision.
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Literary Devices and Themes in the Sermon
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Understanding the Context of "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God"
To fully comprehend sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet answers, it is crucial to understand
the historical and cultural context of Jonathan Edwards’ sermon. Delivered in 1741, during the Great
Awakening, this sermon reflects the Puritan belief system emphasizing human sinfulness and the
imminent danger of damnation. Edwards aimed to invoke fear and repentance among his congregation by
painting vivid images of God's wrath and the precarious state of sinners. The worksheet questions typically
focus on the sermon’s purpose, audience, and rhetorical strategies, requiring students to connect the text
with its historical background for accurate answers.



Historical Background
Jonathan Edwards preached during a period of religious revival in colonial America, where there was a
renewed interest in personal piety and spiritual awakening. This era's social and religious upheaval
influenced the sermon’s tone and message. Understanding this context helps clarify why Edwards used
intense imagery and fear-driven appeals, which are often highlighted in worksheet questions.

Theological Foundations
The sermon is deeply rooted in Calvinist theology, emphasizing predestination, human depravity, and
divine justice. Knowledge of these doctrines is essential to answer worksheet questions accurately, as they
explain the underlying reasons for Edwards’ warnings about hell and salvation.

Common Questions Found in the Worksheet
Worksheets based on sinners in the hands of an angry god often include a variety of question types
designed to test comprehension, analysis, and critical thinking. These questions range from straightforward
factual inquiries to more complex interpretative prompts.

Types of Questions

Multiple-choice questions about the sermon’s main ideas

Short answer questions analyzing specific passages

Essay prompts exploring themes such as fear, sin, and redemption

Vocabulary questions focused on archaic or theological terms

Questions about rhetorical devices like metaphor, imagery, and repetition

Sample Worksheet Questions
Examples include: "What is the primary purpose of Edwards’ sermon?" or "How does Edwards use the
metaphor of a spider over a fire to convey his message?" Understanding these typical questions aids in
preparing accurate worksheet answers.



Detailed Explanations of Worksheet Answers
Providing sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet answers requires thorough explanations that go
beyond simple responses. Each answer should elucidate the reasoning behind it, referencing specific
sermon excerpts or theological concepts.

Purpose of the Sermon
Edwards’ primary purpose is to awaken sinners to the reality of their perilous state and to urge immediate
repentance. The worksheet answer should explain how Edwards uses vivid imagery and emotional appeals
to evoke fear and prompt change.

Key Imagery and Metaphors
One of the most famous metaphors in the sermon is the image of a spider held over a fire, symbolizing the
fragile hold sinners have on life. The worksheet answers should describe how this metaphor emphasizes
human vulnerability and God’s absolute power.

The Role of Fear in Persuasion
Fear is a central rhetorical strategy in the sermon. Worksheet answers often highlight how Edwards uses
fear to motivate his audience toward salvation, underscoring the urgency of his message.

Literary Devices and Themes in the Sermon
Understanding sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet answers involves recognizing Edwards’
masterful use of literary devices and identifying the sermon’s predominant themes.

Rhetorical Devices
Edwards employs various rhetorical devices, including:

Metaphor: Comparing sinners to insects or spiders to illustrate their helplessness.

Imagery: Vivid descriptions of hell and divine wrath to create strong emotional impact.

Repetition: Reiterating key phrases to reinforce the urgency of repentance.



Allusion: References to biblical scripture to establish authority and credibility.

Central Themes
The sermon explores themes such as:

Human Sinfulness: The inherent wickedness and depravity of mankind.

Divine Wrath: God’s anger toward sinners and the justice of eternal punishment.

Salvation and Redemption: The possibility of deliverance through repentance and faith.

Predestination: The belief that God has chosen the elect for salvation.

Tips for Using Worksheet Answers Effectively
To maximize the benefit of sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet answers, certain strategies
should be employed. These approaches help ensure a deep understanding of the sermon and enhance
academic performance.

Cross-Referencing Textual Evidence
Effective worksheet answers incorporate direct references to the sermon’s text. Always support answers
with quotations or paraphrased sections to demonstrate comprehension and strengthen arguments.

Analyzing Rather Than Memorizing
Rather than rote memorization, students should focus on analysis and interpretation. Understanding the
rationale behind the answers enables better application in essays and discussions.

Utilizing Answers for Review and Study
Worksheet answers serve as valuable study aids. Reviewing them regularly helps reinforce key concepts,
vocabulary, and rhetorical techniques integral to the sermon.



Engaging in Group Discussions
Discussing worksheet answers with peers can provide new perspectives and clarify misunderstandings.
Collaborative learning often leads to a more nuanced grasp of the sermon’s meaning.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' as
reflected in worksheet answers?
The main theme is the sovereignty of God and the precarious position of sinners who face God's wrath and
the need for repentance to avoid damnation.

How do worksheet answers explain Jonathan Edwards' use of imagery in
the sermon?
Worksheet answers highlight Edwards' vivid and terrifying imagery, such as the metaphor of a spider
held over a fire, to emphasize the danger sinners are in and to instill a sense of urgency for salvation.

What is the significance of the 'wrath of God' in 'Sinners in the Hands of
an Angry God' according to worksheet responses?
The 'wrath of God' represents divine punishment and judgment against sinners, underscoring the sermon’s
call for immediate repentance to escape eternal damnation.

How do worksheet answers describe the emotional tone of 'Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God'?
The emotional tone is intense and fearful, aiming to evoke a sense of terror and urgency in the audience to
inspire conversion and spiritual awakening.

What is a common interpretation of the sermon’s purpose based on
worksheet answers?
The sermon’s purpose is commonly interpreted as a call to awaken listeners to their sinful state and the
imminent danger of hell, motivating them to seek God’s mercy and salvation.



Additional Resources
1. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God by Jonathan Edwards
This classic sermon, delivered during the Great Awakening, passionately warns sinners of the imminent
danger of damnation. Edwards uses vivid imagery to describe the precarious state of sinners, emphasizing
the wrath of God and the need for repentance. The text is often studied for its rhetorical power and
theological themes.

2. The Great Awakening: Religious Revival and Its Impact by John Smith
This book explores the historical context and significance of the Great Awakening, the religious revival
movement in the 18th century America. It provides insight into Jonathan Edwards’ role and sermons like
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." Readers gain an understanding of how this movement shaped
American religious and social life.

3. Puritanism and the American Experience by Perry Miller
Miller’s work delves into the Puritan roots of early America, examining their beliefs, culture, and
influence on later religious movements. The book discusses theological concepts similar to those found in
Edwards’ sermons, including ideas about sin, salvation, and divine judgment. It offers a broader view of the
mindset that produced fiery sermons like "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God."

4. Fire and Grace: The Theology of Jonathan Edwards by George M. Marsden
This scholarly text analyzes Edwards’ theological framework, focusing on his doctrines of grace, sin, and
divine justice. Marsden explains how Edwards combined intense emotion with deep intellectual rigor in
sermons such as "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." The book is valuable for understanding the
complexities behind Edwards’ passionate preaching style.

5. Rhetoric and Religion in Early America by Catherine A. Brekus
Brekus investigates the use of rhetoric in early American religious discourse, highlighting sermons like
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." The book discusses how preachers used emotional appeals and
vivid imagery to persuade congregations. It provides tools for analyzing the persuasive techniques that
made Edwards’ sermon so impactful.

6. Theology of Fear: God’s Wrath in American Religious Thought by Mark Noll
Mark Noll explores the theme of divine wrath and fear in American religious history, tracing its
development from Puritan times to modern evangelicalism. The book places "Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God" within this broader tradition of emphasizing God’s judgment. Readers learn about the
psychological and social effects of this theology on believers.

7. American Sermons: The Art of Persuasion by David W. Kling
This collection examines influential American sermons, including Edwards’ "Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God." Kling focuses on the persuasive strategies and stylistic elements that make these sermons
memorable. The book serves as a guide for students studying the intersection of rhetoric and faith.



8. Repentance and Redemption in Colonial America by Susan Juster
Juster’s book investigates the concepts of sin, repentance, and redemption during the colonial period. It
contextualizes sermons like Edwards’ within the daily lives and spiritual struggles of early Americans. The
work sheds light on how religious teachings shaped moral behavior and community norms.

9. Fear and Faith: The Emotional World of Puritan Preaching by Elaine B. O’Connor
This book explores the emotional impact of Puritan sermons, focusing on how fear was used as a tool to
inspire faith and repentance. It analyzes "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" as a prime example of
emotionally charged preaching. O’Connor discusses the balance between terror and hope that characterized
Puritan religious messages.
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