SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN CHORDS

SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN CHORDS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ANYONE LOOKING TO PERFORM THIS CLASSIC SONG FROM THE
BELOVED MUSICAL “THE SoUND ofF Music.” THe SONG, WHICH BEAUTIFULLY CAPTURES THE INNOCENCE OF YOUTH AND THE
BITTERSWEET FEELING OF GROWING UP, HAS BEEN A FAVORITE FOR GENERATIONS. W/HETHER YOU ARE A BUDDING MUSICIAN, A
SEASONED PERFORMER, OR SOMEONE LOOKING TO IMPRESS AT A GATHERING, KNOWING THE CHORDS TO “SixTEEN GOING ON
SEVENTEEN” CAN ENHANCE YOUR MUSICAL REPERTOIRE. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE’LL DIVE INTO THE CHORDS, TIPS FOR PLAYING, AND
HOW TO INCORPORATE THEM INTO YOUR OWN PERFORMANCES.

UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE OF THE SONG

BEFORE DIVING INTO THE CHORDS, IT’S IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND THE STRUCTURE OF “SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN.” THE
SONG IS PRIMARILY A DUET THAT FEATURES A DIALOGUE BETWEEN TWO CHARACTERS, LIESL AND ROLF. THE EMOTIONAL DEPTH
OF THE SONG IS EXPRESSED THROUGH ITS LYRICAL CONTENT AND MUSICAL COMPOSITION.

VERSE AND CHORUS BREAKDOWN

THE SONG CAN TYPICALLY BE BROKEN DOWN INTO SEVERAL SECTIONS: VERSES, A CHORUS, AND A BRIDGE. UNDERSTANDING
THESE SECTIONS WILL HELP YOU KNOW WHERE TO PLACE THE CHORDS AS YOU PLAY.

1. VERSES — THESE ARE WHERE THE NARRATIVE UNFOLDS, SHOWCASING LIESL’S FEELINGS ABOUT GROWING UP.

2. CHORUS — THIS SECTION IS MORE UPLIFTING AND EMPHASIZES THE CAREFREE NATURE OF YOUTH.
3. BRIDGE — A REFLECTIVE SECTION THAT ADDS EMOTIONAL DEPTH, OFTEN CONTRASTING THE PREVIOUS THEMES.

CHoRDS FOR SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN

NOwW THAT YOU HAVE A GRASP OF THE SONG'S STRUCTURE, LET'S LOOK AT THE CHORDS YOU'LL NEED TO PLAY “SIXTEEN
GOING ON SEVENTEEN.” THE SONG IS TYPICALLY PLAYED IN THE KEY OF D MAJOR, WHICH IS A GREAT KEY FOR BOTH PIANO AND
GUITAR.

MAIN CHorDS UsED

THE PRIMARY CHORDS USED IN “SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN" INCLUDE:

-D
-A
- Bm
-G
- Em

THESE CHORDS CREATE A PLEASANT HARMONIC BACKDROP THAT SUPPORTS THE LYRICS BEAUTIFULLY. BELOW IS A BASIC
CHORD PROGRESSION YOU CAN USE THROUGHOUT VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE SONG.

BAsic CHORD PROGRESSION

HERE’S A SIMPLE CHORD PROGRESSION TO BEGIN WITH:



-Verse:D-A-BmM-G
- CHorus:D-A-G-D

YOU CAN REPEAT THESE PROGRESSIONS AS NEEDED THROUGHOUT THE SONG. HERE’S A MORE DETAILED BREAKDOWN OF HOW TO
APPLY THESE CHORDS IN DIFFERENT SECTIONS.

PLAYING TIPS FOR SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN

TO EFFECTIVELY PLAY “SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN,” CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING TIPS:

1. FAMILIARIZE Y OURSELF WITH THE MELODY

BEFORE JUMPING INTO THE CHORDS, SPEND SOME TIME LISTENING TO THE ORIGINAL SONG. THIS WILL HELP YOU GET A FEEL FOR
THE MELODY AND HOW THE CHORDS ALIGN WITH IT.

2. PrACTICE CHORD TRANSITIONS

ONE OF THE CHALLENGES WITH THIS SONG IS THE TRANSITIONS BETWEEN CHORDS. PRACTICE MOVING BETWEEN D, A, BM, AND G
UNTIL YOU CAN SWITCH SMOOTHLY.

3. STRUMMING PATTERNS

IF YOU’RE PLAYING ON THE GUITAR, CONSIDER EXPERIMENTING WITH DIFFERENT STRUMMING PATTERNS. A SIMPLE DOWN-UP
STRUMMING PATTERN CAN WORK WELL, BUT FEEL FREE TO ADD VARIATIONS AS YOU BECOME MORE COMFORTABLE.

4. Use A METRONOME

KEEPING TIME IS CRUCIAL FOR THIS SONG. USING A METRONOME CAN HELP YOU MAINTAIN A STEADY TEMPO, ESPECIALLY DURING
THE TRANSITIONS BETWEEN SECTIONS.

5. PLAY wITH EMOTION

“SixTeEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN” IS NOT JUST ABOUT HITTING THE RIGHT NOTES; IT'S ABOUT CONVEYING EMOTION. PAY
ATTENTION TO DYNAMICS AND HOW YOU CAN EXPRESS THE LYRICS THROUGH YOUR PLAYING.

ADVANCED CHORD V ARIATIONS

ONCE YOU’VE MASTERED THE BASIC CHORDS, YOU MIGHT WANT TO EXPLORE SOME ADVANCED VARIATIONS TO ADD DEPTH TO
YOUR PERFORMANCE.



UsING SEVENTH CHORDS

ADDING SEVENTH CHORDS CAN ENRICH THE SOUND. FOR INSTANCE:

- D7 INsTEAD OF D
- A7 INSTEAD OF A

THESE VARIATIONS CAN ADD A JAZZY FEEL TO THE SONG, MAKING IT SOUND MORE INTERESTING.

INCORPORATE SUSPENDED CHORDS

SUSPENDED CHORDS CAN ALSO CREATE A SENSE OF TENSION AND RESOLUTION. FOR EXAMPLE:
- Dsus4 CAN BE USED BEFORE RESOLVING BACK TO D.

THIS CAN ENHANCE CERTAIN MOMENTS IN THE SONG, PARTICULARLY LEADING INTO THE CHORUS.

PopPULAR CoVER VERSIONS

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR INSPIRATION, CONSIDER CHECKING OUT SOME POPULAR COVER VERSIONS OF “SIXTEEN GOING ON
SEVENTEEN.” THESE ARTISTS OFTEN BRING THEIR UNIQUE STYLES TO THE SONG, SHOWCASING DIFFERENT WAYS TO INTERPRET
THE CHORDS.

® JULIE ANDREWS AND CHRISTOPHER PLUMMER - THE ORIGINAL CAST RECORDING

* VVARrIoUs BroabwAY CASTS - LIVE PERFORMANCES

o CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS - YouTuse COVERS

LISTENING TO THESE VERSIONS CAN OFFER INSIGHTS INTO HOW DIFFERENT ARTISTS APPROACH THE SONG'S EMOTIONAL AND
MUSICAL ELEMENTS.

CoNCLUSION

IN SUMMARY, MASTERING THE SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN CHORDS IS A REW ARDING ENDEAVOR FOR ANY MUSICIAN. WITH ITS
MEMORABLE MELODY AND HEARTFELT LYRICS, THE SONG REMAINS A TIMELESS CLASSIC. BY UNDERSTANDING THE STRUCTURE,
PRACTICING THE CHORD TRANSITIONS, AND EXPLORING ADVANCED TECHNIQUES, YOU CAN BRING YOUR OWN INTERPRETATION TO
THIS BELOVED PIECE. WHETHER YOU’RE PLAYING SOLO OR WITH A PARTNER, “SixTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN" IS SURE TO
RESONATE WITH AUDIENCES OF ALL AGES. HAPPY PLAYING!

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE BASIC CHORDS USED IN ‘SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN'?

THE BASIC CHORDS IN ‘SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN' TYPICALLY INCLUDE C, G, AM, F, AND DM.



ARE THERE ANY ONLINE RESOURCES FOR LEARNING THE CHORDS OF ‘SIXTEEN GOING ON
SEVENTEEN'?

YEes, WEBSITES LIKE ULTIMATE GUITAR, CHORDIFY, AND YOUTUBE OFFER TUTORIALS AND CHORD SHEETS FOR ‘SIXTEEN GOING
ON SEVENTEEN'.

WHAT IS THE KEY OF 'SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN'?

THE SONG ‘SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN' IS PRIMARILY IN THE KEY OF C MAJOR.

CAN BEGINNERS PLAY 'SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN' EASILY?

YES, ‘SixTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN' IS SUITABLE FOR BEGINNERS AS IT USES SIMPLE CHORDS AND HAS A STRAIGHTFORW ARD
PROGRESSION.

WHAT IS THE STRUMMING PATTERN FOR ‘SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN'?

A COMMON STRUMMING PATTERN FOR ‘SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN' IS DOWN-DOWN-UP-UP~-DOWN-UP, BUT FEEL FREE TO
ADJUST IT TO YOUR STYLE.

IS THERE A PIANO VERSION OF ‘SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN' WITH CHORDS?

YES, MANY SHEET MUSIC WEBSITES AND MUSIC INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS PROVIDE PIANO ARRANGEMENTS WITH CHORDS FOR
‘SIXTEEN GOING ON SEVENTEEN'.
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