
skeleton man by joseph bruchac

Skeleton Man is a captivating novel by Joseph Bruchac that weaves together
elements of Native American folklore, adventure, and the coming-of-age
journey of its young protagonist, Molly. Taking readers on a thrilling ride
through a world filled with both danger and discovery, Bruchac's story
invites us to explore themes of identity, resilience, and the deep-rooted
connections between individuals and their cultural heritage. This article
delves into the various aspects of Skeleton Man, including its plot,
characters, themes, and the author's background, providing a comprehensive
overview of this remarkable work.

Plot Summary

Skeleton Man begins with the story of Molly, a young girl who lives in a
large city but is forced to confront her Native American heritage after the
mysterious disappearance of her parents. Molly is sent to live with her
grandfather, who is a member of the Abenaki tribe. The narrative quickly
escalates when Molly learns about the legend of the Skeleton Man, a fearsome
creature from Native American mythology that symbolizes death and the
unknown.

As the plot unfolds, Molly embarks on a harrowing journey that intertwines
her personal struggles with the larger narrative of her ancestral roots. The
story is rich with vivid imagery and cultural references, creating a tapestry
of experiences that reflect both the trials of contemporary life and the
wisdom of ancient traditions.

Key Events

1. Molly's Abduction: The story kicks off with the unsettling disappearance
of Molly's parents, setting the stage for her journey into the unknown.

2. Moving to Grandfather's House: Molly's transition to her grandfather's
home marks a pivotal turning point in her life, as she begins to learn about
her heritage and the significance of the Skeleton Man legend.

3. The Encounter with Skeleton Man: As the narrative progresses, Molly's
encounters with the Skeleton Man serve as both a literal and metaphorical
challenge she must face, reflecting her internal struggles and fears.

4. The Journey of Self-Discovery: Molly's journey is not just about survival;
it is also about understanding herself and embracing her cultural identity.
Through her experiences, she learns to harness her strengths and confront her
fears.

Main Characters

The characters in Skeleton Man are intricately developed, each playing a
crucial role in shaping Molly's understanding of herself and her heritage.



Molly

Molly is the protagonist whose journey of self-discovery drives the
narrative. She is portrayed as brave, intelligent, and resourceful.
Throughout the story, Molly grapples with her fears and the trauma of losing
her parents, but her growth is evident as she learns to connect with her
roots and embrace her identity as a Native American.

Grandfather

Molly's grandfather represents wisdom and tradition. He serves as a mentor to
Molly, guiding her through her fears and teaching her about the importance of
her heritage. His stories and teachings about the Skeleton Man help Molly
understand the deeper meanings behind her experiences.

The Skeleton Man

The Skeleton Man is a formidable presence in the story, embodying the fears
and uncertainties that Molly faces. He symbolizes the challenges of
confronting one's past and the importance of facing fears to achieve personal
growth. His character serves as a catalyst for Molly's transformation.

Themes

Skeleton Man explores several profound themes that resonate with readers,
particularly those interested in cultural identity and the journey of self-
discovery.

Identity and Heritage

One of the central themes of Skeleton Man is the exploration of identity,
especially in the context of cultural heritage. Molly's journey reflects the
struggle many individuals face when trying to reconcile their modern lives
with their ancestral roots. Through her experiences, readers are encouraged
to reflect on their own identities and the importance of embracing their
heritage.

Fear and Courage

The theme of fear is intricately woven throughout the narrative, particularly
in Molly's encounters with the Skeleton Man. Bruchac skillfully illustrates
how fear can be paralyzing, but also a powerful motivator for change. Molly's
journey emphasizes that facing one's fears is essential for personal growth
and empowerment.



Connection to Nature

Bruchac's writing often emphasizes the importance of nature and the
interconnectedness of all living things. In Skeleton Man, nature serves as a
backdrop for Molly's journey, symbolizing both the beauty and dangers of the
world around her. This theme highlights the importance of respecting and
understanding one's environment, especially in the context of Native American
beliefs.

Joseph Bruchac: The Author

Joseph Bruchac is a celebrated author known for his contributions to
children's literature, particularly in the realm of Native American stories
and folklore. A member of the Abenaki tribe, Bruchac's works often draw upon
his cultural background, offering readers a unique perspective on Native
American life and traditions.

Background and Influences

Bruchac was born in 1939 in Saratoga Springs, New York, and was raised in a
family that valued storytelling and Native American culture. His experiences
and upbringing deeply influenced his writing, inspiring him to share the rich
folklore of his people with a wider audience.

Bruchac has authored numerous books, including poetry, novels, and
anthologies, many of which focus on themes of identity, nature, and the
importance of cultural heritage. His work has earned him numerous awards and
accolades, establishing him as a prominent figure in children's literature.

Impact of His Work

Bruchac's contributions extend beyond literature; he is also a storyteller
and educator, actively engaging with communities to promote understanding and
appreciation of Native American culture. His work has helped to bridge
cultural gaps, fostering a greater appreciation for the richness of
Indigenous stories and traditions.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Skeleton Man by Joseph Bruchac is a powerful and thought-
provoking novel that invites readers to explore the complexities of identity,
fear, and the importance of cultural heritage. Through the journey of its
protagonist, Molly, the story highlights the significance of facing one's
fears and embracing one's roots, offering valuable lessons to readers of all
ages. Bruchac's masterful storytelling and deep understanding of Native
American culture make this novel a significant addition to contemporary
literature, ensuring that the rich traditions of Indigenous peoples continue
to resonate with new generations. Whether for educational purposes or
personal enjoyment, Skeleton Man remains a compelling read that captures the



essence of resilience, courage, and the timeless connection to one's
heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Skeleton Man' by Joseph
Bruchac?

The main theme of 'Skeleton Man' revolves around the importance of cultural
heritage, resilience, and the power of storytelling, particularly in the
context of Native American traditions.

Who is the protagonist in 'Skeleton Man' and what
challenges does she face?

The protagonist is a young girl named Molly, who faces the challenge of
overcoming her fears and uncovering her family's history while dealing with
the supernatural presence of the Skeleton Man.

How does Joseph Bruchac incorporate Native American
mythology in 'Skeleton Man'?

Bruchac weaves Native American mythology throughout the narrative by using
traditional stories, symbols, and elements that reflect the cultural beliefs
and practices of Native peoples, particularly in relation to the character of
the Skeleton Man.

What role does family play in 'Skeleton Man'?

Family plays a crucial role in 'Skeleton Man,' as the protagonist's journey
is driven by her connection to her ancestors and the lessons she learns about
her cultural identity and familial bonds.

What literary techniques does Bruchac use to enhance
the storytelling in 'Skeleton Man'?

Bruchac employs various literary techniques such as vivid imagery, symbolism,
and foreshadowing to enhance the storytelling, creating a rich and engaging
narrative that connects readers to the emotional and cultural depth of the
story.
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