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Understanding the Skull and Bones Society Initiation

The Skull and Bones Society initiation is shrouded in secrecy and intrigue, often attracting
attention from historians, conspiracy theorists, and the general public alike. Founded in 1832 at Yale
University, this elite secret society has produced numerous influential members, including U.S.
presidents, business magnates, and other prominent figures. This article delves into the history,
rituals, and significance of the initiation process within the Skull and Bones Society.

Historical Context of Skull and Bones

To grasp the intricacies of the Skull and Bones initiation, it is crucial to understand the society's
historical background.

Foundation and Evolution

The Skull and Bones Society was established against the backdrop of early 19th-century American
society, characterized by rapid social change and a burgeoning elite class.

- Founded in 1832: The society was created by William Huntington Russell and Alfonso Taft, who
aimed to foster a network of influential individuals.

- Secrecy and Exclusivity: Membership is limited to a select group of students, known as
"Bonesmen," who are chosen each year during their senior year.

Over the years, Skull and Bones has garnered a reputation for its secrecy, which has fueled
speculation about its influence and activities.

Influence and Membership

The society has produced a remarkable list of alumni, including:

- Presidents such as George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush
- Former Secretary of State John Kerry
- Numerous CEOs and influential politicians

This elite status has led to various conspiracy theories surrounding the society's operations and its
impact on global affairs.



The Initiation Process

The initiation process of the Skull and Bones Society is perhaps the most captivating aspect of its
operations. This ceremony is steeped in tradition and symbolism, designed to bond new members
and instill in them the values of loyalty and secrecy.

Selection of New Members

The selection process for new members is both exclusive and secretive. Each year, 15 seniors are
tapped for membership, a process known as "tapping."

- Criteria for Selection: Candidates are chosen based on their leadership qualities, academic
achievements, and social connections.

- The Tapping Ceremony: This event is typically held in the spring, where current members formally
invite prospective members to join.

Rituals and Traditions

Once selected, the initiation involves several rituals that vary from year to year but often include the
following components:

1. The Tomb: The society's meeting place, known as the "Tomb," serves as the backdrop for initiation
rituals. This building, located on Yale's campus, is a symbol of the society's mystique.

2. The Initiation Ceremony: New members undergo a series of rituals that may include:

- Oaths of Secrecy: Members pledge to keep the society’s activities confidential, ensuring the
continuity of its clandestine nature.

- Symbolic Acts: These may involve symbolic gestures, such as the use of skulls and bones,
representing mortality and the bond among members.

3. Confession Ritual: In some accounts, new members are required to share personal secrets or
confessions, fostering a sense of intimacy and trust among the group.

4. Induction Feast: Following the initiation rites, members may partake in a feast, further solidifying
their bond as part of this elite fraternity.

Symbolism in Skull and Bones Initiation

The initiation rituals of Skull and Bones are rich with symbolism, reflecting both the society's values
and its historical roots.



Key Symbols

- The Skull and Crossbones: This emblem represents mortality and the acceptance of death, serving
as a reminder of the fragility of life.

- The Number 322: Often associated with the society, this number has various interpretations,
including its alleged connection to the founding of the society in 1832 and its ties to classical Greek
philosophy.

Philosophical Underpinnings

The initiation process is designed to instill a unique worldview among members, emphasizing:
- Brotherhood: The bond formed during initiation is meant to last a lifetime, ensuring that members
support one another in their personal and professional endeavors.

- Secrecy and Loyalty: The commitment to secrecy reinforces the notion that the society operates as
a closed network, which can provide opportunities for its members in various fields.

Criticism and Controversy

The Skull and Bones Society has faced its share of criticism and controversy, largely stemming from
its secretive nature and the power held by its members.

Public Perception and Conspiracy Theories

The society's exclusivity has led to various conspiracy theories, including:
- Political Manipulation: Critics argue that members of Skull and Bones use their influence to shape
political outcomes, leading to a perception of a hidden elite controlling government policies.

- Global Domination: Some theorists suggest that the society is part of a broader agenda for global
control, citing the prominence of its members in influential positions.

Calls for Transparency

In recent years, there have been calls for greater transparency regarding the activities of secret
societies like Skull and Bones. Advocates argue that such organizations should be held accountable,
given their historical role in shaping political and economic landscapes.

Conclusion

The Skull and Bones Society initiation remains a captivating subject that intertwines history,



secrecy, and influence. While the rituals and traditions may seem archaic, they continue to resonate
with contemporary notions of power and elitism. Whether viewed as a prestigious network or a
secretive cabal, the Skull and Bones Society's impact on American society and politics is undeniable.
As the world evolves, the intrigue surrounding this enigmatic organization is likely to persist,
ensuring that it remains a topic of discussion for years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Skull and Bones society, and what are its core
beliefs?

Skull and Bones is a secret society at Yale University, founded in 1832. It focuses on leadership, elite
networking, and fostering connections among its members, who are primarily influential figures in
politics, business, and academia.

What does the initiation process for the Skull and Bones
society typically involve?

The initiation process often includes a series of rituals that emphasize secrecy, loyalty, and a sense
of belonging. New members, known as 'neophytes', may undergo symbolic actions meant to test
their commitment and introduce them to the society's values.

Why is the initiation process of Skull and Bones considered
controversial?

The initiation process is controversial due to its secretive nature and the perception that it
perpetuates elitism. Critics argue that it creates an exclusive network that can influence political
and economic systems, raising concerns about accountability and transparency.

What are some rumors or myths associated with the Skull and
Bones initiation rituals?

Common rumors include bizarre or extreme activities during initiation, such as mock funerals or
unusual oaths. While many of these stories are exaggerated or unfounded, they contribute to the
society's mystique and public intrigue.

How has the public perception of Skull and Bones changed
over time regarding its initiation practices?

Public perception has shifted from viewing Skull and Bones as an elite club of privilege to a subject
of scrutiny and skepticism, especially in light of increasing transparency demands in institutions.
The society's secretive initiation practices have drawn both fascination and criticism in
contemporary discussions.
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