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Slam! by Walter Dean Myers is a poignant and powerful novel that explores the
complexities of adolescence, particularly through the lens of basketball. Released in 1996,
this coming-of-age story is centered around the life of a young African American boy
named Greg "Slam" Harris, who dreams of becoming a professional basketball player.
Myers, known for his ability to capture the struggles and triumphs of urban youth, uses
Slam’s journey to delve into themes of identity, friendship, and the pressures of societal
expectations.

The Author: Walter Dean Myers

Walter Dean Myers (1933-2014) was an influential American author whose works
primarily focused on the lives of African American youth. Throughout his career, Myers
received numerous accolades, including the Michael L. Printz Award and the Coretta Scott
King Award. His writing is characterized by authentic voices, engaging narratives, and a
deep understanding of the challenges faced by young people in urban environments.
Myers wrote over 100 books, including novels, non-fiction, and picture books, leaving
behind a legacy that resonates with readers of all ages.


