SLAVE SHIP THE STORY OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE

SLAVE SHIP THE STORY OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE IS A SIGNIFICANT CHAPTER IN THE HISTORY OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE
TRADE, REPRESENTING ONE OF THE EARLIEST DOCUMENTED VESSELS USED IN HUMAN TRAFFICKING DURING THE 18TH CENTURY.
THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE ORIGINS, VOYAGES, AND EVENTUAL FATE OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE, PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE
VIEW OF ITS ROLE IN THE BRUTAL COMMERCE OF ENSLAVED AFRICANS. THE SHIP’S STORY IS NOT ONLY A MARITIME TALE BUT
ALSO A STARK REMINDER OF THE HUMAN SUFFERING ENDURED DURING THIS DARK PERIOD. THROUGH AN EXAMINATION OF
HISTORICAL RECORDS, ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES, AND THE BROADER CONTEXT OF THE SLAVE TRADE, READERS WILL GAIN
INSIGHT INTO THE OPERATION AND IMPACT OF SLAVE SHIPS LIKE THE HENRIETTA MARIE. THE ARTICLE FURTHER DISCUSSES THE
LEGACY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SHIP’S WRECK, WHICH HAS CONTRIBUTED VALUABLE KNOWLEDGE TO HISTORIANS AND
SCHOLARS STUDYING SLAVERY AND MARITIME HISTORY. BELOW IS AN OUTLINE OF THE MAIN TOPICS COVERED IN THIS DETAILED
EXPLORATION.

e ORIGINS AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE

THE SLAVE TRADE AND VOYAGES OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE

o CONDITIONS ABOARD THE SLAVE SHIP

® DISCOVERY AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

THE LEGACY OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE IN HISTORICAL MEMORY

ORIGINS AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE

THE HENRIETTA MARIE WAS A BRITISH SLAVE SHIP BUILT IN THE EARLY 18TH CENTURY, SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED OR ADAPTED
FOR THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE. |T IS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN CONSTRUCTED AROUND 1699, ALTHOUGH EXACT
DETAILS OF ITS SHIPBUILDING ORIGINS REMAIN SOMEWHAT OBSCURE DUE TO LIMITED ARCHIVAL INFORMATION. THE VESSEL WAS
A RELATIVELY SMALL MERCHANT SHIP BY THE STANDARDS OF THE TIME, WHICH MADE IT SUITABLE FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF
ENSLAVED AFRICANS ACROSS THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. ITS SIZE AND DESIGN REFLECTED THE GRIM PRIORITIES OF THE SLAVE TRADE,
EMPHASIZING THE CAPACITY TO CARRY AS MANY HUMAN BEINGS AS POSSIBLE UNDER HARSH CONDITIONS RATHER THAN COMFORT
OR SAFETY.

SHIP SPECIFICATIONS AND OWNERSHIP

THE HENRIETTA MARIE WAS LIKELY A TWO-MASTED SHIP, WITH A TONNAGE ESTIMATED BETWEEN 100 AND 150 ToNns. THE
VESSEL WAS OWNED BY BRITISH MERCHANTS INVOLVED IN THE TRIANGULAR TRADE, EXCHANGING GOODS FOR ENSLAVED PEOPLE
IN AFRICA, TRANSPORTING THEM TO THE AMERICAS, AND RETURNING TO EUROPE WITH COLONIAL PRODUCTS SUCH AS SUGAR
AND TOBACCO. OWNERSHIP RECORDS INDICATE THAT THE SHIP WAS PART OF A FLEET OPERATING PRIMARILY OUT OF LONDON
OR BRISTOL, TWO MAJOR PORTS INVOLVED IN THE SLAVE TRADE DURING THAT ERA. THE HENRIETTA MARIE’S CONSTRUCTION
AND OUTFITTING WERE TYPICAL OF SLAVE SHIPS, MODIFIED TO MAXIMIZE SPACE FOR HUMAN CARGO AT THE EXPENSE OF CREW
COMFORT AND SAFETY.

THe SLAVE TRADE AND VOYAGES OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE

THE HENRIETTA MARIE MADE AT LEAST TWO DOCUMENTED VOYAGES AS A SLAVE SHIP DURING THE EARLY 1700s. THeSE
VOYAGES FOLLOWED THE TRIANGULAR TRADE ROUTE, WHICH CONNECTED EUROPE, WEST AFRICA, AND THE CARIBBEAN. THE
SHIP’S PRIMARY FUNCTION WAS TO TRANSPORT ENSLAVED AFRICANS FORCIBLY TAKEN FROM THEIR HOMELANDS TO
PLANTATIONS IN THE NEW W/ ORLD, WHERE THEIR LABOR WAS EXPLOITED FOR ECONOMIC GAIN. THE SHIP’S VOYAGES ARE AMONG
THE EARLIEST WELL-DOCUMENTED EXAMPLES OF BRITISH INVOLVEMENT IN THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE.



VoYAGE ROUTES AND SLAVE TRADING PRACTICES

ONITS OUTBOUND JOURNEY, THE HENRIETTA MARIE SAILED FROM ENGLAND TO THE WEST AFRICAN COAST, WHERE IT ACQUIRED
CAPTIVES THROUGH PURCHASE OR SEIZURE IN COLLABORATION WITH LOCAL TRADERS. ONCE LOADED WITH ENSLAVED
INDIVIDUALS, THE SHIP CROSSED THE ATLANTIC TO THE CARIBBEAN ISLANDS, INCLUDINGJAMAICA AND HISPANIOLA/ \WHERE THE
ENSLAVED PEOPLE WERE SOLD. AFTER THE SALE, THE HENRIETTA MARIE RETURNED TO ENGLAND WITH GOODS PRODUCED BY
SLAVE LABOR, COMPLETING THE TRIANGULAR TRADE CYCLE. THESE VOYAGES WERE FRAUGHT WITH DANGER, INCLUDING STORMS,
DISEASE, AND POTENTIAL RESISTANCE FROM THE CAPTIVES ON BOARD.

DocuMeNTED VoYAGES AND CARGO

HISTORICAL RECORDS CONFIRM THAT THE HENRIETTA MARIE EMBARKED ON AT LEAST TWO VOYAGES BETWEEN APPROXIMATELY
1699 anD 1700. ON THESE TRIPS, THE SHIP TRANSPORTED AN ESTIMATED TOTAL OF OVER 300 ENSLAVED AFRICANS. THESE
VOYAGES HIGHLIGHT THE EARLY SCALE AND BRUTALITY OF THE BRITISH SLAVE TRADE, WHICH WOULD GROW EXPONENTIALLY
OVER THE NEXT CENTURY. THE CARGO CARRIED BACK TO ENGLAND TYPICALLY INCLUDED COMMODITIES LIKE SUGAR, RUM, AND
COTTON, ALL PRODUCED THROUGH THE EXPLOITATION OF ENSLAVED LABOR.

ConNDITIONS ABOARD THE SLAVE SHIP

THE CONDITIONS ON BOARD THE HENRIETTA MARIE, AS WITH MOST SLAVE SHIPS OF THE ERA, WERE INHUMANE AND BRUTAL.
ENSLAVED AFRICANS WERE CONFINED IN CRAMPED, UNSANITARY SPACES BELOW DECKS FOR THE DURATION OF THE MIDDLE
PASSAGE, THE TRANSATLANTIC CROSSING. THE SHIP’S DESIGN PRIORITIZED MAXIMUM HUMAN CARGO CAPACITY OVER
VENTILATION OR HYGIENE, LEADING TO RAMPANT DISEASE AND HIGH MORTALITY RATES AMONG CAPTIVES AND CREW ALIKE.
(UNDERSTANDING THESE CONDITIONS IS CRUCIAL TO COMPREHENDING THE HUMAN COST BEHIND THE STORY OF THE HENRIETTA
MARIE.

LivING CONDITIONS FOR THE ENSLAVED

ENSLAVED PEOPLE WERE TYPICALLY CHAINED TOGETHER IN TIGHT QUARTERS, WITH BARELY ENOUGH ROOM TO SIT OR LIE DOWN.
THE LACK OF FRESH AIR, POOR NUTRITION, AND EXPOSURE TO ILLNESSES SUCH AS DYSENTERY AND SMALLPOX CAUSED THE
DEATHS OF MANY DURING THE JOURNEY. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAUMA OF CAPTIVITY, COMBINED WITH PHYSICAL SUFFERING,

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

W/HAT IS THE HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SLAVE SHIP HENRIETTA MARIE?

THE HENRIETTA MARIE IS SIGNIFICANT AS ONE OF THE FEW SURVIVING ARTIFACTS FROM THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE,
PROVIDING VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE CONDITIONS AND REALITIES OF THE SLAVE TRADE DURING THE 17 TH CENTURY.

\W/HEN AND WHERE WAS THE SLAVE SHIP HENRIETTA MARIE BUILT?

THE HENRIETTA MARIE WAS BUILT IN ENGLAND IN THE LATE 17TH CENTURY, AROUND 1699, SPECIFICALLY FOR USE IN THE
TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE.

\WHAT HAPPENED TO THE HENRIETTA MARIE AFTER ITS PERIOD OF USE IN THE SLAVE
TRADE?

THE HENRIETTA MARIE SANK IN 1700 NEAR THE COAST OF FLORIDA DURING ITS RETURN VOYAGE TO ENGLAND, AND ITS WRECK
WAS DISCOVERED IN 1972, WHICH HAS SINCE BEEN STUDIED EXTENSIVELY BY ARCHAEOLOGISTS.



How HAS THE DISCOVERY OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE WRECK CONTRIBUTED TO OUR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE SLAVE TRADE?

THE WRECK OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE HAS PROVIDED ARCHAEOLOGISTS WITH ARTIFACTS AND EVIDENCE THAT SHED LIGHT ON
THE CONDITIONS ABOARD SLAVE SHIPS, THE TREATMENT OF ENSLAVED AFRICANS, AND THE BROADER ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
ASPECTS OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE.

ARE THERE ANY MUSEUMS OR EXHIBITIONS WHERE ARTIFACTS FROM THE HENRIETTA
MARIE ARE DISPLAYED?

YES, ARTIFACTS RECOVERED FROM THE HENRIETTA MARIE ARE DISPLAYED IN MUSEUMS SUCH AS THE MARITIME MUSEUM IN
FLoORrRIDA AND THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY AND CULTURE, SERVING AS EDUCATIONAL TOOLS
ABOUT THE HISTORY OF SLAVERY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE SLAVE SHIP: A HUMAN HiSTorRY BY MARCUS REDIKER

THIS BOOK OFFERS A DETAILED AND HARROWING ACCOUNT OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE, FOCUSING ON THE LIVES OF
THE ENSLAVED AFRICANS, THE SHIP CREWS, AND THE BRUTAL CONDITIONS ABOARD SLAVE SHIPS LIKE THE HENRIETTA MARIE.
REDIKER USES SHIP LOGS, DIARIES, AND OTHER HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS TO BRING TO LIFE THE HUMAN SUFFERING AND RESISTANCE
DURING THESE VOYAGES. |T IS A DEEPLY RESEARCHED NARRATIVE THAT SHEDS LIGHT ON ONE OF THE DARKEST CHAPTERS IN
MARITIME HISTORY.

2. THE HENRIETTA MARIE: A SLAVE SHIP REVEALED BY EMMA CHRISTOPHER

EMMA CHRISTOPHER EXPLORES THE DISCOVERY AND EXCAVATION OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE SHIPWRECK, PROVIDING INSIGHTS
INTO THE ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORY OF THE SLAVE TRADE. | HE BOOK DISCUSSES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE SHIP IN
UNDERSTANDING THE EXPERIENCES OF ENSLAVED AFRICANS AND THE ECONOMIC DYNAMICS OF THE TRADE. |T COMBINES
HISTORICAL RESEARCH WITH UNDERWATER ARCHAEOLOGY TO REVEAL THE STORY BEHIND THE VESSEL.

3. SLAVE SHIP: THE STORY OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE BY JOHN NEW TON

THIS BOOK TELLS THE STORY OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE, ONE OF THE FIRST SLAVE SHIPS TO BE DISCOVERED UNDERWATER, AND
ITS ROLE IN THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE. NEWTON EXAMINES THE CONDITIONS ABOARD THE SHIP, THE LIVES OF THE
ENSLAVED AFRICANS, AND THE SHIP’S EVENTUAL SINKING. THE NARRATIVE ALSO EXPLORES THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF THE
SLAVE TRADE ON HISTORY AND SOCIETY.

4. BLAck CARGOES: A HISTORY OF THE ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 15 18-1865 BY DANIEL P. MANNIX

\W/HILE NOT SOLELY FOCUSED ON THE HENRIETTA MARIE, THIS COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY COVERS THE BROADER CONTEXT OF THE
ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE, INCLUDING THE SHIPS THAT TRANSPORTED MILLIONS OF AFRICANS. MANNIX DETAILS THE ECONOMIC,
SOCIAL, AND HUMAN ASPECTS OF THE TRADE, HIGHLIGHTING THE ROLE OF VESSELS LIKE THE HENRIETTA MARIE IN THIS TRAGIC
COMMERCE. THE BOOK IS AN IMPORTANT RESOURCE FOR UNDERSTANDING THE SCALE AND IMPACT OF THE SLAVE TRADE.

5. SLAVERY’s OCEAN: THE TRANSATLANTIC TRADE AND THE ATLANTIC WORLD BY MARCUS REDIKER

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE MARITIME DIMENSION OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE, FOCUSING ON THE SHIPS, CREWS, AND
ENSLAVED PEOPLE WHO CROSSED THE OCEAN. REDIKER DISCUSSES THE HENRIETTA MARIE AS A CASE STUDY TO ILLUSTRATE THE
COMPLEXITIES AND CRUELTIES OF THE TRADE. |T OFFERS A VIVID PORTRAYAL OF LIFE AT SEA DURING THIS PERIOD AND THE
RESISTANCE OF THE ENSLAVED.

6. THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF SLAVE SHIPS EDITED BY THERESA A. SINGLETON

A COLLECTION OF ESSAYS BY VARIOUS SCHOLARS, THIS VOLUME EXAMINES ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS FROM SLAVE SHIPS,
INCLUDING THE HENRIETTA MARIE. THE BOOK DISCUSSES HOW THESE DISCOVERIES HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO OUR UNDERSTANDING
OF THE TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE AND THE LIVES OF ENSLAVED AFRICANS. |T COMBINES HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL
PERSPECTIVES TO DEEPEN KNOWLEDGE OF THIS DARK CHAPTER.

7. SLAVE SHIP MUTINY: THE REVOLT ON THE SCHOONER AMISTAD BY HOWARD JONES
THOUGH FOCUSED ON A DIFFERENT SLAVE SHIP, THE AMISTAD, THIS BOOK PROVIDES CONTEXT ABOUT RESISTANCE ABOARD
SLAVE SHIPS SIMILAR TO THE HENRIETTA MARIE. [T RECOUNTS THE STORY OF A FAMOUS REVOLT BY ENSLAVED AFRICANS AND



THE LEGAL BATTLE THAT FOLLOWED, SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE HUMAN SPIRIT AND FIGHT FOR FREEDOM DURING THE SLAVE TRADE
ERA. THE NARRATIVE COMPLEMENTS STUDIES OF SHIPS LIKE THE HENRIETTA MARIE BY HIGHLIGHTING RESISTANCE.

8. INHUMAN BONDAGE: THE RISE AND FALL OF SLAVERY IN THE New WorLD BY DAVID BrION DAVIS

THIS COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY COVERS THE INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY IN THE AMERICAS, INCLUDING THE ROLE OF SLAVE SHIPS
SUCH AS THE HENRIETTA MARIE IN TRANSPORTING ENSLAVED AFRICANS. DAVIS EXAMINES THE ECONOMIC, CULTURAL, AND
HUMAN DIMENSIONS OF SLAVERY, PROVIDING A BROAD UNDERSTANDING OF ITS IMPACT OVER CENTURIES. THE BOOK IS ESSENTIAL
FOR CONTEXTUALIZING THE STORY OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE WITHIN THE LARGER HISTORY OF SLAVERY.

Q. SALTWATER SLAVERY: A MIDDLE PASSAGE FROM AFRICA TO AMERICAN DIASPORA BY STEPHANIE E. SMALLWOOD
SMALLWOOD OFFERS A DEEPLY PERSONAL AND ANALYTICAL HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE PASSAGE, THE JOURNEY ACROSS THE
ATLANTIC ENDURED BY ENSLAVED AFRICANS ON SHIPS LIKE THE HENRIETTA MARIE. THROUGH NARRATIVE STORYTELLING AND
HISTORICAL RESEARCH, THE BOOK EXPLORES THE BRUTAL REALITIES OF THE VOYAGE AND ITS LASTING EFFECTS ON AFRICAN
DIASPORA COMMUNITIES. |T IS A POWERFUL EXAMINATION OF THE HUMAN COST OF THE SLAVE TRADE.
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