small business ideas for 12 year olds

Small business ideas for 12 year olds are not only a fantastic way for children to earn some extra
pocket money, but they also provide invaluable lessons in entrepreneurship, responsibility, and
money management. In today's fast-paced world, kids are increasingly interested in finding ways to
turn their hobbies and skills into small businesses. This article will explore various small business
ideas suitable for 12-year-olds, along with tips on how to get started, what to consider, and how to
potentially scale these ventures.

Why Start a Small Business at 12?

Starting a small business at a young age can be incredibly rewarding. Here are some reasons why 12-
year-olds should consider becoming young entrepreneurs:

» Skill Development: Running a business teaches essential life skills such as time management,
organization, and communication.

¢ Financial Literacy: Kids learn the basics of budgeting, saving, and investing from an early
age.

e Creativity and Innovation: Young entrepreneurs often think outside the box and can come up
with unique ideas.

¢ Building Confidence: Successfully managing a business can boost self-esteem and
confidence.

Small Business Ideas for 12 Year Olds

Here’s a list of small business ideas that are perfect for 12-year-olds, catering to a variety of interests
and skills.

1. Pet Sitting and Dog Walking

If your child loves animals, pet sitting or dog walking can be a great way to earn money.

e Requirements: A responsible attitude, knowledge of pet care, and possibly a local license.

* How to Start: Advertise services in the neighborhood or through social media, and ask for
recommendations from friends and family.



e Potential Earnings: $10 to $20 per hour, depending on the service and location.

2. Lawn Care and Gardening Services

For kids who enjoy spending time outdoors, offering lawn care or gardening services can be a great
option.

* Requirements: Basic gardening skills and tools (mower, trimmer).

e How to Start: Create flyers, use neighborhood apps, or simply go door-to-door offering
services.

e Potential Earnings: $15 to $30 per hour, depending on the service provided.

3. Handmade Crafts
If your child is artistic or crafty, they can create and sell handmade items.
* Requirements: Materials for crafting (e.g., beads, yarn, paper).

* How to Start: Set up an online shop on platforms like Etsy or sell at local craft fairs.

e Potential Earnings: Varies widely based on the product, from a few dollars to hundreds.

4. Tutoring or Homework Help
If your child excels in a particular subject, they could offer tutoring services to younger kids.
¢ Requirements: Good knowledge of the subject and patience.

e How to Start: Advertise through schools, community boards, or social media.

¢ Potential Earnings: $10 to $25 per hour, depending on the subject and demand.



5. Car Washing

A car washing business is a classic idea that requires minimal investment.

* Requirements: Basic car washing supplies (soap, sponges, towels).
* How to Start: Set up a station in the driveway or offer services at customers' locations.

e Potential Earnings: $10 to $30 per car, depending on the service level.

6. Social Media Management

For tech-savvy kids, managing social media accounts for small local businesses can be a great
venture.

* Requirements: Knowledge of social media platforms and trends.
* How to Start: Reach out to local businesses and offer your services.

e Potential Earnings: $50 to $200 per month per client, depending on services provided.

7. Baking and Selling Treats

If your child enjoys baking, they can sell homemade treats like cookies, cupcakes, or brownies.

* Requirements: Baking supplies, and possibly a local food permit.
e How to Start: Set up a stall at local markets or sell to friends and family.

e Potential Earnings: Varies based on the product, typically $1 to $5 per item.

Tips for Success

To help ensure success in their small business endeavors, here are some tips for 12-year-olds:



Set Clear Goals: Define what they want to achieve with their business, whether it's earning
money, gaining experience, or both.

Manage Time Wisely: Balance schoolwork, hobbies, and business activities to avoid burnout.

Keep Records: Maintain a simple ledger to track income and expenses, which is crucial for
understanding profitability.

Seek Guidance: Encourage them to talk to parents or mentors for advice and support.

Be Persistent: Encourage resilience and the understanding that not every venture will be
successful at first.

Conclusion

In conclusion, there are numerous small business ideas for 12 year olds that can inspire young
entrepreneurs to take their first steps into the world of business. By exploring their passions, utilizing
their skills, and following practical steps to get started, they can build valuable experiences that will
last a lifetime. The journey of entrepreneurship can teach them essential life skills, boost their
confidence, and set a solid foundation for their future endeavors. Encourage your child to dream big,
start small, and grow as they venture into the exciting world of business!

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some simple small business ideas for 12 year olds?

Some simple business ideas include pet sitting, lawn mowing, car washing, selling homemade crafts,
or providing tutoring services.

How can a 12 year old start a small business?

A 12 year old can start by identifying their interests, creating a business plan, gathering necessary
supplies, and promoting their services through word of mouth or social media.

What legal considerations should a 12 year old keep in mind
when starting a business?

While it varies by location, a 12 year old should check local laws regarding business licenses, parental
permission, and any restrictions on working hours or types of services offered.

Are there any online business ideas suitable for 12 year olds?

Yes, online ideas include starting a YouTube channel, selling digital art or designs, creating a blog, or
offering online tutoring sessions.



How can a 12 year old market their small business?

They can market their business by using social media, creating flyers, asking friends and family to
spread the word, and participating in local community events.

What skills can a 12 year old develop by starting a small
business?

Starting a small business can help develop skills such as time management, financial literacy,
communication, problem-solving, and customer service.

What kind of products can a 12 year old sell as a small
business?

A 12 year old can sell products like homemade baked goods, crafts, jewelry, or even second-hand
items they no longer need.

How much money can a 12 year old expect to make from a
small business?

Earnings can vary widely depending on the business type and effort put in, but some can make
anywhere from a few dollars to several hundred dollars a month.

What are some challenges a 12 year old might face when
running a small business?

Challenges may include managing time between school and business, handling customer feedback,
managing finances, and learning how to promote the business effectively.
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