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Small Crimes in an Age of Abundance is a thought-provoking exploration by
Matthew Kneale, an author known for his keen insights into human behavior and
societal norms. In this work, Kneale examines the paradox of living in an age
characterized by unprecedented wealth and availability of resources,
juxtaposed with the persistent existence of minor criminal behaviors. Through
a detailed analysis of small crimes and their implications, Kneale sheds
light on how abundance influences morality, societal expectations, and the
very fabric of community life.

Understanding Small Crimes

Small crimes, often referred to as petty crimes, encompass a variety of
offenses that, while not severe in nature, cumulatively affect communities
and societies. These crimes can include:

Shoplifting: Taking goods from stores without paying.

Vandalism: Deliberately damaging property.

Public Disorder: Minor disturbances in public spaces.

Trespassing: Entering someone’s property without permission.

Minor Drug Offenses: Possession of small amounts of illegal substances.
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Kneale posits that these small crimes are more than mere infractions; they
reflect deeper societal issues and the psychological state of individuals
within a community. In an age overflowing with material wealth, one might
assume that crime rates would decrease. However, Kneale suggests that the
prevalence of small crimes may actually increase in conditions of abundance.

The Paradox of Abundance

Kneale delves into the paradox of abundance, illustrating how a society
filled with resources can simultaneously foster environments where small
crimes thrive. He outlines several factors that contribute to this
phenomenon:

1. Disconnection from Community

In modern society, individuals often experience a sense of alienation.
Despite living in densely populated urban areas, many feel disconnected from
their communities. This disconnection can lead to:



- Reduced empathy: When people feel less connected, they may become
indifferent to the consequences of their actions on others.

- Increased anonymity: Urban environments provide shielding from immediate
social repercussions, emboldening individuals to commit petty crimes.

2. Cultural Normalization of Minor Offenses

Kneale argues that the rampant consumerism and the “throwaway culture”
prevalent in affluent societies contribute to the normalization of minor
offenses. Some key points he makes include:

- Perception of theft: Many individuals perceive shoplifting as a victimless
crime, especially in stores that are part of larger corporate chains.

- Justification of actions: People often rationalize their small crimes by
claiming that companies can absorb the losses or that the items are
overpriced.

3. Psychological Factors

The psychological state of individuals also plays a crucial role in the
prevalence of petty crimes. Kneale identifies several psychological
motivations behind these behaviors:

- Thrill-seeking: For some, committing small crimes can provide a rush of
adrenaline and excitement.

- Desperation: Even in affluent societies, some individuals may struggle
financially, leading them to resort to petty theft out of necessity.

- Social influence: Peer pressure can lead individuals, particularly youth,
to engage in small crimes as a means of fitting in or gaining acceptance.

Impact on Society

The implications of small crimes in an age of abundance extend beyond
individual actions; they can impact entire communities and societal
structures. Kneale outlines several consequences:

1. Erosion of Trust

When small crimes become commonplace, they can erode trust within
communities. Neighbors may become suspicious of one another, leading to:

- Increased surveillance: Communities may feel compelled to monitor one
another, leading to a culture of vigilance rather than cooperation.



- Diminished social cohesion: The sense of community can weaken when
individuals feel they cannot rely on one another.

2. Economic Costs

While small crimes may seem trivial, they can accumulate significant economic
costs for businesses and society at large. Considerations include:

- Increased security measures: Businesses often invest in security systems,
which can drive up operational costs.

- Insurance premiums: Higher rates of minor theft can lead to increased
insurance costs for businesses.

3. Criminal Justice System Strain

Kneale points out that small crimes can also place a strain on the criminal
justice system. This includes:

- Resource allocation: Law enforcement may be forced to divert resources to
address minor offenses, detracting from efforts to tackle more serious
crimes.

- Over-policing: Communities may experience over-policing as authorities
respond to rising petty crime rates, leading to tensions between law
enforcement and residents.

Addressing Small Crimes

Kneale emphasizes the importance of addressing the root causes of small
crimes rather than merely punishing offenders. He advocates for a multi-
faceted approach that includes:

1. Community Engagement

Fostering a sense of community can help mitigate small crimes. Strategies
include:

- Neighborhood watch programs: Encouraging residents to collaborate can help
restore trust and reduce crime.

- Community events: Organizing social events can foster connections and
strengthen community bonds.



2. Education and Awareness

Raising awareness about the impacts of small crimes can help shift
perceptions. This might involve:

- Workshops: Providing education on the consequences of petty theft can help
individuals understand the broader implications of their actions.

- Youth programs: Engaging young people in discussions about morality,
ethics, and community responsibility can deter future offenses.

3. Economic Support

Addressing economic disparities can also play a role
in reducing small crimes. Possible measures include:

- Job creation: Investing in local job initiatives
can provide individuals with legitimate means of
income.

- Financial education: Offering resources on
financial literacy can empower individuals to make
informed economic decisions.

Conclusion

In Small Crimes in an Age of Abundance, Matthew
Kneale presents a nuanced exploration of the
complexities surrounding petty crimes in
contemporary society. By examining the paradox of
abundance, Kneale highlights how wealth does not
necessarily equate to ethical behavior or social
cohesion. Instead, the prevalence of small crimes
reveals underlying societal issues that demand
attention. Through community engagement, education,



and economic support, it is possible to address
these challenges and foster a more harmonious
society. As Kneale's work suggests, understanding
the motivations behind small crimes can lead to more
effective solutions and ultimately enhance the
quality of community life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Small Crimes in an Age
of Abundance' by Matthew Kneale?

The central theme of the book explores the
juxtaposition of minor criminal acts against a
backdrop of societal abundance, examining how these
small crimes reflect deeper issues in human behavior
and societal values.

How does Kneale approach the concept of morality in
relation to small crimes?

Kneale delves into the complexities of morality,
suggesting that small crimes often stem from a place
of desperation or need, prompting readers to
question the moral implications of these acts in a
seemingly prosperous society.

What role does societal context play in the small
crimes discussed in the book?



Societal context is crucial in Kneale's analysis, as
he highlights how factors such as economic
disparity, social norms, and cultural attitudes
contribute to the prevalence and perception of small
crimes.

Are there any recurring characters in 'Small Crimes
in an Age of Abundance'?

Yes, Kneale introduces various characters throughout
the book, each representing different facets of
society and their unique responses to the pressures
that lead to small crimes, allowing for a
multifaceted exploration of the theme.

What literary techniques does Kneale use to convey
his message?

Kneale employs a mix of narrative styles, including
anecdotal stories, social commentary, and dark
humor, to engage readers and provoke thought about
the nature of crime and abundance in contemporary
society.

How does 'Small Crimes in an Age of Abundance'
resonate with current societal issues?

The book resonates with current societal issues by
reflecting on the impact of economic inequality, the
normalization of petty crime, and the moral dilemmas
faced by individuals, drawing parallels to ongoing



debates about justice and social responsibility.
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