
so yesterday by scott westerfeld
So Yesterday is a young adult novel written by Scott Westerfeld, published in 2004. This engaging
narrative explores themes of fashion, consumerism, and the transient nature of trends in
contemporary society. Set against the backdrop of a vibrant, fast-paced world, Westerfeld's story
captivates readers with its relatable characters and sharp social commentary. This article delves into
the plot, characters, themes, and the cultural significance of "So Yesterday," providing an insightful
look into this modern classic.

Plot Overview

"So Yesterday" follows the life of a teenager named Hunter Braque, a boy who is acutely aware of
the rapid shifts in fashion and trends. Living in a society obsessed with what is "in" and what is
"out," Hunter is part of a group of "trendsetters" who have the unique ability to identify what will
become popular before it actually does. The story kicks off when Hunter's best friend, an eccentric
girl named "The Trendsetter," goes missing, setting off a chain of events that leads Hunter on a
thrilling adventure.

As Hunter navigates the world of trends, he discovers a secret plot that involves a new product—a
pair of shoes that could change the landscape of consumer culture forever. The narrative is rich in
exploration of how trends emerge, how they are marketed, and the impact they have on society.

Main Characters

The characters in "So Yesterday" are integral to the story, each representing different facets of
youth culture and consumerism. Below are some of the key characters in the novel:

Hunter Braque: The protagonist, a trendsetter who is deeply entrenched in the world of
fashion and pop culture.

The Trendsetter: Hunter's best friend, a free-spirited girl who disappears early in the story,
motivating Hunter's quest.

Jules: A savvy and intelligent girl who helps Hunter on his journey; she is skeptical of
consumer culture.

Rufus: A quirky character who adds humor and insight into the narrative, often providing a
counterpoint to Hunter's views.

Each character adds depth to the exploration of consumerism and trends, making the story not just a
simple adventure but also a reflection on the social structures influencing youth.



Themes

"So Yesterday" is rich with themes that resonate with readers, especially those in the adolescent
demographic. Here are some of the prominent themes:

1. The Nature of Trends

Westerfeld delves into the ephemeral nature of trends, illustrating how quickly they can rise and fall.
Hunter's ability to predict trends underscores the idea that fashion and consumer preferences are
often dictated by forces beyond the individual’s control. The novel invites readers to consider the
implications of blindly following trends and the importance of authenticity.

2. Consumerism and Identity

The novel critiques consumer culture and its impact on identity formation. Hunter and his friends
grapple with the idea that their worth is often tied to their ability to stay "in" with the latest trends.
This theme encourages readers to reflect on how much of their self-worth is influenced by external
factors, such as fashion and societal expectations.

3. Friendship and Loyalty

The relationships between characters serve as a foundation for the narrative. Hunter's quest to find
The Trendsetter highlights themes of loyalty and friendship. As he navigates challenges, the
importance of supportive relationships becomes evident, emphasizing that true friends are those
who stand by you, regardless of societal pressures.

4. Technology and Innovation

Westerfeld also examines the role of technology in shaping trends. The introduction of new products,
like the revolutionary shoes that drive the plot, showcases how innovation can influence consumer
behavior and societal norms. This theme resonates in today's digital age, where trends can spread
rapidly through social media and technology.

Cultural Significance

"So Yesterday" is more than just a coming-of-age story; it serves as a commentary on the cultural
landscape of the early 2000s. The novel was published during a time when the internet and social
media began to revolutionize the way trends were created and disseminated. Westerfeld's work
anticipates the future of consumer culture and the impact of technology on society, making it a
relevant read even years after its release.



Writing Style and Structure

Scott Westerfeld's writing style in "So Yesterday" is characterized by its wit and humor. The
narrative is fast-paced, reflecting the rapid changes in trends that the characters experience.
Westerfeld employs a conversational tone, making the story accessible and engaging for young
adults. His use of contemporary slang and cultural references further immerses readers in the
setting, creating a relatable experience.

The structure of the novel is well-organized, with clear chapters that guide readers through Hunter's
journey. Each chapter builds upon the last, maintaining suspense while exploring different facets of
the story. The interspersing of dialogue, action, and introspection allows for a dynamic reading
experience.

Conclusion

In summary, "So Yesterday" by Scott Westerfeld is a thought-provoking exploration of trends,
consumerism, and identity in modern society. Through the journey of Hunter Braque and his friends,
Westerfeld challenges readers to consider the nature of trends and their personal values. The novel's
themes of friendship, loyalty, and the impact of technology resonate strongly, making it a timeless
piece of literature that remains relevant in today's fast-paced world.

Whether you are a fan of young adult fiction or are simply interested in social commentary, "So
Yesterday" offers a captivating and insightful read that encourages reflection on the values that
shape our lives. As society continues to evolve, Westerfeld's work serves as a reminder of the
importance of staying true to oneself amidst the ever-changing landscape of trends.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'So Yesterday' by Scott
Westerfeld?
The central theme of 'So Yesterday' revolves around the concept of trends and how societal
perceptions of what is 'in' or 'out' influence identity and relationships.

How does the protagonist, Hunter, navigate the world of
trends in 'So Yesterday'?
Hunter navigates the world of trends by using his keen sense of observation to identify what is
popular, while also questioning the superficial nature of these trends and seeking authenticity.

What role does the character of Jen play in 'So Yesterday'?
Jen serves as a catalyst for Hunter's journey, challenging his views on trends and pushing him to
think critically about consumerism and individuality in a trend-driven society.



How does Scott Westerfeld use humor in 'So Yesterday' to
address serious themes?
Westerfeld employs humor through witty dialogue and ironic situations to make serious themes
about consumer culture and identity more accessible and engaging for readers.

What is the significance of the title 'So Yesterday'?
The title 'So Yesterday' signifies the fleeting nature of trends and how quickly they can become
outdated, reflecting the rapid pace of change in youth culture and societal norms.

What impact does 'So Yesterday' have on discussions about
consumerism among young adults?
'So Yesterday' encourages young adults to reflect on their consumption habits, promoting
discussions about the importance of individuality and questioning the relentless pursuit of trends.
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