
social studies teks 3rd grade
Social studies TEKS 3rd grade are essential components of the educational curriculum in Texas
that help students develop a foundational understanding of their community, history, government,
and geography. TEKS, or Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, outlines what students at each grade
level should know and be able to do. For third graders, social studies TEKS provide a framework that
encourages critical thinking, exploration of diverse cultures, and an appreciation for the world around
them. This article will delve into the key components of social studies TEKS for 3rd grade, including
the topics covered, teaching strategies, and resources for educators and parents.

Understanding Social Studies TEKS for 3rd Grade

The social studies TEKS for 3rd grade are designed to foster students' awareness of their local
community, state, and nation. The curriculum focuses on several core areas:

1. History

In 3rd grade, students begin to explore historical concepts and events. Key learning objectives
include:

- Understanding the significance of historical figures: Students learn about influential Texans such as
Stephen F. Austin and Juan Seguín, as well as national figures like George Washington and Abraham
Lincoln.
- Exploring the concept of timelines: Students create timelines of significant events, allowing them to
visualize the progression of history.
- Recognizing major historical events: Students study events such as the American Revolution and the
Texas Revolution, understanding their impacts on the country and the state.

2. Geography

Geography is another critical component of the 3rd-grade social studies TEKS. The objectives include:

- Identifying map skills: Students learn to read maps and understand key elements such as legends,
scales, and compass roses.
- Exploring Texas geography: Students study the physical and human geography of Texas, including
its major rivers, mountains, and cities.
- Understanding global connections: Third graders are introduced to the concept of continents and
countries, fostering a broader understanding of the world.

3. Government

Understanding government functions is vital for 3rd graders. Key learning objectives include:



- Recognizing the purpose of government: Students learn about the roles of local, state, and national
government, and how they impact their lives.
- Understanding civic responsibilities: Third graders explore what it means to be a good citizen,
including the importance of voting and community service.
- Learning about symbols and traditions: Students study national and state symbols, such as the U.S.
flag and the Texas Lone Star, and understand their significance.

4. Economics

Economics is introduced at an age-appropriate level, focusing on:

- Basic economic concepts: Students learn about goods and services, producers and consumers, and
the concept of supply and demand.
- Understanding personal finance: Third graders are taught the importance of saving and budgeting,
laying the groundwork for future financial literacy.
- Exploring local economies: Students examine how local businesses operate and contribute to their
communities.

Teaching Strategies for Social Studies TEKS

Implementing effective teaching strategies is crucial for engaging 3rd-grade students in social
studies. Here are some approaches that educators can use:

1. Hands-On Activities

Incorporating hands-on activities helps students connect with the material. Consider the following:

- Creating a class timeline: Students can work together to create a large timeline of important
historical events, adding pictures and descriptions.
- Building maps: Have students create 3D maps of Texas or their local community using various
materials.

2. Interactive Technology

Leverage technology to enhance learning:

- Educational apps: Use apps that focus on geography and history to make learning interactive and
fun.
- Virtual field trips: Take students on virtual tours of historical sites or museums to deepen their
understanding.



3. Group Projects

Group projects encourage collaboration and communication:

- Research projects: Assign groups to research different historical figures or events and present their
findings to the class.
- Community service projects: Engage students in community service to help them understand civic
responsibility and the impact they can have on their community.

Resources for Educators and Parents

There are numerous resources available for those teaching or supporting the social studies TEKS for
3rd grade. Here are some valuable options:

1. Educational Websites

- Texas Education Agency (TEA): The TEA website provides comprehensive information about the
TEKS, including specific grade-level expectations and resources for teachers.
- National Geographic Kids: This site offers geography-related games, videos, and articles that make
learning about the world engaging for children.

2. Books and Literature

- "A Kid's Guide to Texas History" by Janet L. McGowan: This book offers age-appropriate insights into
Texas history, making it an excellent resource for young learners.
- "If You Lived in Colonial Times" by Ann McGovern: This book helps students understand life during a
pivotal time in American history through relatable scenarios.

3. Community Resources

- Local museums: Many communities have historical museums that offer educational programs
tailored to school-age children.
- Library programs: Local libraries often host events and programs focused on history and culture,
providing additional learning opportunities.

Conclusion

Understanding social studies TEKS 3rd grade is vital for building a solid foundation in history,
geography, government, and economics. By engaging students through hands-on activities,
interactive technology, and collaborative projects, educators can foster a love for learning about the



world. Additionally, utilizing available resources can enhance the educational experience for both
teachers and students. As third graders explore their communities and the broader world, they
develop essential skills that will benefit them throughout their lives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in 3rd grade social studies
TEKS?
The main topics include geography, history, economics, and government, focusing on the local
community, Texas, and the United States.

How do 3rd graders learn about maps in social studies TEKS?
3rd graders learn to read and interpret maps, including understanding map symbols, scales, and
cardinal directions.

What historical figures do 3rd graders study according to
social studies TEKS?
Students study important historical figures such as Sam Houston, Stephen F. Austin, and other
influential Texans and Americans.

Why is it important to teach economics in 3rd grade social
studies?
Teaching economics helps students understand basic concepts like supply and demand, goods and
services, and how communities make economic choices.

How does social studies TEKS for 3rd grade incorporate civic
responsibility?
3rd grade TEKS emphasize the importance of civic responsibility by teaching students about rules,
laws, and the role of citizens in a democracy.

What skills are emphasized in 3rd grade social studies TEKS?
Skills emphasized include critical thinking, analyzing information, making connections to current
events, and understanding cultural diversity.
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