
society of actuaries mortality tables

Society of Actuaries mortality tables are essential tools used in the field of actuarial science and

insurance to assess the probability of death at various ages. These tables are not just statistical

compilations; they reflect decades of research and data collection, allowing actuaries to make informed

decisions about life insurance products, pension plans, and other financial services. As life expectancy

changes due to advances in medicine, changes in lifestyle, and environmental factors, the Society of

Actuaries (SOA) continuously updates its mortality tables to ensure they remain relevant and accurate.

This article delves into the importance of mortality tables, their historical development, key features,

applications, and future trends.

Understanding Mortality Tables

Mortality tables are statistical charts that display the probability of death for individuals at different

ages. They are fundamental for actuaries, who use them to calculate life expectancies, premiums,

reserves, and other critical metrics in the insurance and pension sectors.

What are Mortality Tables?

- Definition: A mortality table is a table showing the probability of death for a given population at

different ages. It typically includes columns for age, the number of people alive at the start of each age

interval, the number of deaths in that interval, and the probability of death.

- Components:

- Age: The specific age or age group.

- Number of Lives: The number of individuals expected to be alive at the beginning of the age interval.

- Deaths: The number of individuals expected to die within that age interval.

- Mortality Rate: The probability of dying between the two ages, calculated as the number of deaths



divided by the number of lives.

Types of Mortality Tables

There are several types of mortality tables, each serving different purposes:

1. Life Tables: These tables show the mortality rates and life expectancies for a population. They are

often used in life insurance and pension calculations.

2. Annuitant Tables: Focused on individuals who have purchased annuities, these tables account for

the higher life expectancy of annuitants compared to the general population.

3. Select and Ultimate Tables: Select tables apply to individuals who have recently entered a policy,

while ultimate tables are used once enough time has elapsed for the initial selection effects to

diminish.

4. Cause-of-Death Tables: These tables provide mortality rates based on specific causes of death,

helping in public health planning and insurance underwriting.

Historical Development of Mortality Tables

The development of mortality tables dates back several centuries, with significant milestones shaping

their evolution:

- Early Beginnings: The first mortality tables were created in the late 17th century by John Graunt and

later refined by Edmund Halley in 1693. Halley’s work was foundational in demonstrating that mortality

could be analyzed mathematically.

- 20th Century Advances: The Society of Actuaries was formed in 1949, and since then, it has played

a crucial role in standardizing mortality tables across the industry. The SOA releases updated tables

periodically based on new data and changing demographics.

- Modern Developments: Recent advancements in data collection and analysis techniques have led to

more sophisticated models that not only factor in age but also include gender, lifestyle, and health



conditions.

Importance of Mortality Tables

The significance of mortality tables extends across various sectors, especially in finance and

healthcare. Here’s why they are critical:

Applications in Insurance

- Premium Calculation: Insurance companies use mortality tables to determine premiums for life

insurance policies. By understanding the expected lifespan of policyholders, insurers can set

appropriate prices to ensure profitability.

- Risk Assessment: Mortality tables help in evaluating the risk associated with insuring individuals. This

allows insurers to categorize applicants based on health and lifestyle factors.

- Reserving: Insurance companies must maintain reserves to pay future claims. Mortality tables aid in

calculating the necessary reserves based on expected mortality rates.

Applications in Pension Planning

- Funding Strategies: Pension plans rely on mortality tables to estimate the lifespan of retirees,

allowing for accurate funding strategies to ensure that there are sufficient resources to cover future

payouts.

- Liability Valuation: Actuaries use mortality tables to determine the present value of future pension

liabilities, helping companies and organizations plan effectively.



Public Health and Policy Making

- Epidemiology: Public health officials use mortality tables to understand trends in death rates and life

expectancy, which can inform health policies and resource allocation.

- Insurance Regulation: Regulators may require the use of specific mortality tables to ensure that

insurance companies are pricing their products appropriately and maintaining adequate reserves.

Recent Updates and Trends

The Society of Actuaries continually updates its mortality tables to reflect changes in mortality rates,

life expectancy, and other demographic factors. Recent trends include:

- Increased Longevity: Advances in healthcare and technology have led to longer life expectancies,

prompting updates to reflect these changes.

- Diverse Populations: As societies become more diverse, there is a growing need for mortality tables

that reflect different demographic groups, including variations based on ethnicity, geography, and

socioeconomic status.

- Data Analytics: The use of big data and advanced analytics is reshaping the development of mortality

tables. Actuaries are now able to incorporate more variables and create more refined models.

Future Directions

The future of mortality tables will likely involve several key developments:

1. Personalization: With the rise of big data, insurers may begin to offer more personalized mortality

assessments based on individual health, lifestyle, and genetic factors.

2. Integration with AI: Artificial intelligence could play a significant role in modeling mortality rates,

enabling actuaries to analyze vast datasets more efficiently and accurately.



3. Global Comparisons: As globalization increases, there may be more emphasis on creating mortality

tables that allow for comparisons across countries and regions, which can aid multinational insurance

companies and policymakers.

Conclusion

Society of Actuaries mortality tables represent a cornerstone of actuarial science, providing essential

insights into life expectancy and mortality risk. Their historical development has paralleled

advancements in medicine, technology, and data analysis, allowing them to adapt to changing societal

needs. As the landscape of demographics and healthcare continues to evolve, so too will the

methodologies surrounding mortality tables. Actuaries and policymakers alike will rely on these tools to

navigate the complexities of life insurance, pension planning, and public health, ensuring that they

meet the challenges of both today and tomorrow. Through continuous updates and innovative

approaches, the SOA remains committed to providing the industry with the most accurate and relevant

mortality data possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Society of Actuaries mortality tables used for?

They are used to assess the probability of death at various ages, which helps in life insurance

underwriting, pension planning, and other financial services.

How often are the Society of Actuaries mortality tables updated?

The Society of Actuaries regularly updates mortality tables, typically every few years, to reflect

changes in population health, longevity, and mortality trends.



What is the significance of the 2020 Society of Actuaries mortality

tables?

The 2020 tables incorporate recent data and trends in mortality, providing updated insights that are

crucial for actuaries in pricing insurance products and managing risk.

Who benefits from the Society of Actuaries mortality tables?

Life insurance companies, pension plan administrators, healthcare analysts, and public health officials

benefit from these tables for risk assessment and strategic planning.

What factors influence the mortality rates in Society of Actuaries

tables?

Factors include age, gender, health status, socioeconomic status, and lifestyle choices, as well as

broader trends such as disease outbreaks and advancements in medical care.

Can individual consumers access Society of Actuaries mortality

tables?

While the tables are primarily used by professionals, some summaries and key findings may be

available to the public through the Society of Actuaries' publications and reports.

How do actuaries use mortality tables in their work?

Actuaries use mortality tables to calculate life expectancies, determine premium rates for life insurance

policies, and evaluate the long-term viability of pension funds.
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