softly and tenderly sheet music

Softly and tenderly sheet music has been a beloved choice for musicians and
vocalists alike for generations. This poignant hymn, originally written by
Will L. Thompson in the late 19th century, captures the essence of heartfelt
yearning and divine love. Whether you’re a seasoned musician or a beginner
just starting your journey, having access to quality sheet music for “Softly
and Tenderly” is essential. In this article, we’ll explore the history of the
song, its significance, how to find and use sheet music, and tips for
performing it beautifully.

History of "Softly and Tenderly"

Origins of the Hymn

“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” was first published in 1880. Will L.
Thompson, an American hymn writer, composed both the lyrics and the music.
The hymn was intended to evoke a sense of peace and comfort, presenting a
gentle invitation to return to faith. Over the decades, it has become a
staple in Christian worship, often sung during services, revivals, and
memorials.

Impact on Worship and Culture

This hymn has had a profound impact on both religious and secular music. Its
soothing melody and heartfelt lyrics resonate with listeners of all ages.
Many artists have covered “Softly and Tenderly,” including gospel singers,
choirs, and contemporary Christian musicians. The hymn's universal themes of
love, forgiveness, and redemption make it relevant across different cultural
contexts.

Finding Softly and Tenderly Sheet Music

Where to Look

Finding quality sheet music for “Softly and Tenderly” can be straightforward
if you know where to search. Here are some reliable sources:

e Online Music Stores: Websites like Sheet Music Plus and MusicNotes
provide a variety of arrangements for different instruments and voice
types.



e Public Domain Resources: Since the hymn was published over 100 years
ago, it often falls into the public domain. Websites like IMSLP or The
Hymnary offer free access to sheet music.

e Local Music Stores: Don’t overlook your community’s music shops. They
often carry collections of hymnals and sheet music, including popular
hymns like “Softly and Tenderly.”

e Church Resources: Many churches maintain a library of sheet music
available for congregational use. Check with your local church to see if
they have copies you can borrow or use.

Types of Arrangements

“Softly and Tenderly” is available in various arrangements to suit different
skill levels and settings. Here are some common types:

1. Vocal Arrangements: These typically include melody lines with piano
accompaniment and are suitable for soloists or choirs.

2. Piano Solo: Piano arrangements may vary in complexity, offering options
for beginners to advanced players.

3. Instrumental Versions: Many musicians arrange the hymn for instruments
such as guitar, flute, or strings.

4. Choral Arrangements: These versions are specifically designed for choir
performances, often featuring harmonies and vocal parts.

Tips for Performing Softly and Tenderly

Understanding the Emotion

To perform “Softly and Tenderly” effectively, it’s crucial to connect with
the emotional weight of the hymn. Here are some tips to help convey its
message:

e Interpret the Lyrics: Familiarize yourself with the lyrics and their
meaning. Understanding the invitation to return to faith can help you
convey the sentiment in your performance.

e Focus on Dynamics: The hymn has a gentle and soothing quality. Pay



attention to dynamics, allowing softer sections to breathe and swell
where appropriate.

e Utilize Pauses: Strategic pauses can emphasize key phrases, enhancing
the emotional impact of your delivery.

* Practice with Emotion: As you practice, think about personal experiences
that relate to the themes of love and redemption, and let those feelings
inform your performance.

Accompaniment Considerations

If you’'re accompanying yourself or others while performing the hymn, here are
some considerations:

1. Piano Accompaniment: Ensure that your accompaniment complements the
vocal line without overpowering it. Focus on a flowing, gentle style.

2. Guitar Chords: If you’re using a guitar, simple chord progressions can
create a beautiful backdrop for the melody. Consider fingerpicking for a
softer sound.

3. Background Instruments: If performing with a group, adding strings or
woodwinds can enhance the overall sound without detracting from the
vocal line.

Conclusion

Softly and tenderly sheet music remains a cherished part of the musical
landscape, inviting performers and listeners into a space of reflection and
peace. With its rich history, emotional depth, and variety of arrangements
available, it's no wonder this hymn continues to resonate with so many.
Whether you’re preparing for a church service, a concert, or personal
practice, having the right sheet music and understanding how to perform it
can make all the difference. Embrace the beauty of “Softly and Tenderly,” and
let its message of love and acceptance shine through in your music.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Softly and Tenderly' and who composed it?
'Softly and Tenderly' is a well-known hymn composed by Will L. Thompson in



1880, often associated with themes of repentance and divine love.

Where can I find sheet music for 'Softly and
Tenderly'?

Sheet music for 'Softly and Tenderly' can be found on various music websites,
including music publishers, online retailers like Amazon, and in hymnals or
church music collections.

Is 'Softly and Tenderly' available in different
arrangements?

Yes, 'Softly and Tenderly' is available in various arrangements for different
instruments, including piano, guitar, and choir settings, catering to both
solo and group performances.

What are the key themes of the lyrics in 'Softly and
Tenderly'?

The lyrics of 'Softly and Tenderly' emphasize themes of love, forgiveness,
and the gentle call of God, inviting individuals to return to faith and seek
solace.

Can 'Softly and Tenderly' be used in contemporary
worship services?

Yes, 'Softly and Tenderly' is frequently used in contemporary worship
services and can be adapted to fit modern musical styles, making it relevant
for today's congregations.

Are there famous recordings of 'Softly and
Tenderly'?

Yes, many artists have recorded 'Softly and Tenderly', including gospel
singers and contemporary artists, with notable versions by Johnny Cash,
Michael W. Smith, and the Gaither Vocal Band.

What is the historical significance of 'Softly and
Tenderly' in American music?

'Softly and Tenderly' holds historical significance as a staple in American
gospel music, often performed in revivals and church services, contributing
to its enduring popularity over the years.



How can I learn to play 'Softly and Tenderly' on the
piano?

To learn 'Softly and Tenderly' on the piano, you can find instructional
videos online, purchase sheet music with fingerings, or take lessons from a
music teacher specializing in hymns.
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