
something wicked this way comes

something wicked this way comes is a phrase that has intrigued audiences for
decades, evoking a sense of eerie anticipation and dark mystery. Originally
popularized by William Shakespeare in his play Macbeth, this phrase has since
permeated various forms of literature, film, and popular culture. Most
notably, it is the title of Ray Bradbury’s classic dark fantasy novel, which
explores themes of good versus evil, the passage of time, and the loss of
innocence. This article delves into the origins, cultural significance, and
adaptations of “something wicked this way comes,” as well as its impact on
contemporary storytelling. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of
the phrase’s enduring appeal and its rich literary heritage. The following
sections will guide you through the history, thematic elements, and lasting
influence of this iconic expression.

Origins and Historical Context of the Phrase

Ray Bradbury’s Novel: Plot and Themes

Film and Other Adaptations

Cultural Impact and Modern Usage

Symbolism and Interpretation

Origins and Historical Context of the Phrase
The phrase “something wicked this way comes” first appeared in William
Shakespeare’s tragedy Macbeth, written in the early 17th century. In Act 4,
Scene 1, the line is spoken by one of the three witches as they sense the
arrival of Macbeth, who has increasingly embraced darkness and malevolence.
This moment captures the foreboding atmosphere surrounding Macbeth’s
character and foreshadows the tragic events to come. Shakespeare’s use of the
phrase helped establish it as a powerful literary device to signal impending
evil or ominous change.

Shakespeare’s Influence on the Phrase
Shakespeare’s dramatic works have long influenced English literature, and
“something wicked this way comes” is no exception. The phrase blends poetic
rhythm with a chilling warning, making it memorable and versatile. It
reflects the Elizabethan fascination with the supernatural and the moral
consequences of human actions. Over time, the phrase transcended its original
context, becoming a cultural shorthand for sinister forces approaching.



Early Usage and Evolution
Following Shakespeare, the phrase was occasionally echoed in literary works
and folklore, often invoked to heighten suspense or suggest the arrival of
danger. Its evocative power ensured that it remained part of the English
lexicon, gradually gaining recognition outside of theatrical circles. The
phrase’s adaptability allowed it to be reinterpreted in various genres, from
horror to fantasy.

Ray Bradbury’s Novel: Plot and Themes
In 1962, Ray Bradbury further popularized the phrase with his novel Something
Wicked This Way Comes, a dark fantasy story that explores the sinister nature
of a traveling carnival that arrives in a small town. The narrative centers
on two young boys, Will Halloway and Jim Nightshade, who confront the
malevolent forces embodied by the carnival’s leader, Mr. Dark. Bradbury’s
work delves deeply into themes of fear, temptation, and the struggle between
light and darkness.

Synopsis of the Novel
The novel unfolds in the fictional town of Green Town, Illinois, where the
arrival of the carnival disrupts the peaceful summer. The carnival’s magical
allure masks its true purpose: to trap souls and exploit human weaknesses.
Will and Jim face various supernatural threats as they attempt to thwart the
carnival’s plans and protect their families. The story combines elements of
horror, fantasy, and coming-of-age to create a compelling narrative about
courage and resilience.

Major Themes and Motifs
Bradbury’s novel explores several significant themes, including:

The battle between good and evil: The protagonists’ fight against the
carnival symbolizes the eternal conflict between light and darkness.

The passage of time and mortality: The carnival’s manipulation of time
reflects human fears about aging and death.

Loss of innocence: Will and Jim’s journey represents the challenging
transition from childhood to adulthood.

Temptation and desire: The carnival preys on individual weaknesses,
illustrating the dangers of succumbing to one’s darker impulses.



Film and Other Adaptations
The enduring appeal of “something wicked this way comes” has inspired
multiple adaptations, broadening its reach to new audiences. The most
prominent adaptation is the 1983 film based on Bradbury’s novel, directed by
Jack Clayton and starring Jason Robards and Jonathan Pryce. This cinematic
interpretation captures much of the book’s eerie atmosphere and thematic
complexity.

1983 Film Adaptation
The film adaptation emphasizes the novel’s suspenseful and supernatural
elements, with a focus on the carnival’s ominous presence and the boys’
struggle to overcome evil. Although some plot details were altered for
cinematic effect, the film remains faithful to the core themes of fear,
friendship, and resistance against darkness. It has since become a cult
classic among fans of fantasy and horror cinema.

Other Media and References
Beyond the novel and film, the phrase and its associated themes have appeared
in various cultural contexts, including:

Television episodes and series that explore supernatural or horror
themes.

Stage adaptations and theatrical performances based on Bradbury’s work.

References in music, often used to evoke a sense of impending danger or
mystery.

Literary works and poetry that draw inspiration from the phrase’s
ominous tone.

Cultural Impact and Modern Usage
The phrase “something wicked this way comes” has become a staple in popular
culture, frequently used to signal the approach of danger or evil. Its
versatility allows it to appear in contexts ranging from horror films to
Halloween decorations, reinforcing its association with the eerie and the
supernatural. The phrase’s enduring presence highlights its effectiveness as
a linguistic symbol of foreboding.



Usage in Literature and Media
Many contemporary authors and creators incorporate the phrase or its
variations to evoke suspense or to pay homage to its literary roots. It
serves as a recognizable warning that something sinister is imminent, often
setting the tone for dark narratives or suspenseful storytelling. Its poetic
structure and rhythmic quality make it particularly appealing for dramatic
effect.

Influence on Popular Culture
The phrase’s influence extends beyond literature and film, with notable
impacts including:

Halloween and Horror Culture: Frequently used in decorations, events,
and marketing to create an ominous ambiance.

Music and Lyrics: Incorporated into song titles and lyrics to enhance
themes of danger or mystery.

Video Games and Comics: Used to title or describe dark characters,
events, or story arcs.

Advertising and Branding: Employed to evoke intrigue or suspense in
promotional materials.

Symbolism and Interpretation
At its core, “something wicked this way comes” symbolizes the arrival of evil
or trouble that disrupts normalcy. The phrase’s evocative power lies in its
ability to encapsulate the tension between anticipation and dread. It
functions both as a literal warning and a metaphor for internal or external
conflicts that challenge human morality and courage.

Thematic Symbolism
The phrase invites multiple layers of interpretation, including:

Impending Doom: Suggesting that danger or misfortune is near.

The Unknown: Highlighting fear of uncertainty and the unseen forces
influencing life.

Human Vulnerability: Reflecting on the susceptibility to temptation and
evil.



Transformation: Indicating a significant change or upheaval in the
status quo.

Philosophical and Psychological Perspectives
From a psychological standpoint, the phrase can be seen as an expression of
anxiety and the human response to fear. It taps into primal instincts that
alert individuals to threats, both external and internal. Philosophically, it
challenges readers and audiences to confront the nature of evil and the
resilience required to overcome it. This dual interpretation contributes to
the phrase’s lasting resonance in storytelling and cultural expression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Something Wicked This Way
Comes'?
'Something Wicked This Way Comes' is a dark fantasy novel by Ray Bradbury
about two boys, Jim and Will, who encounter a mysterious traveling carnival
that brings sinister happenings to their small town.

Who is the author of 'Something Wicked This Way
Comes'?
The author of 'Something Wicked This Way Comes' is Ray Bradbury.

When was 'Something Wicked This Way Comes' first
published?
'Something Wicked This Way Comes' was first published in 1962.

What themes are explored in 'Something Wicked This
Way Comes'?
The novel explores themes such as good versus evil, the loss of innocence,
the power of friendship, and the fear of aging.

Is 'Something Wicked This Way Comes' based on a true
story?
No, 'Something Wicked This Way Comes' is a work of fiction, inspired by Ray
Bradbury’s imagination and his reflections on childhood and growing up.



Has 'Something Wicked This Way Comes' been adapted
into other media?
Yes, the novel was adapted into a film in 1983, directed by Jack Clayton, and
there have been various stage and radio adaptations as well.

What is the significance of the carnival in
'Something Wicked This Way Comes'?
The carnival symbolizes temptation and evil, offering characters the chance
to confront their deepest fears and desires.

Who are the main characters in 'Something Wicked
This Way Comes'?
The main characters are two teenage boys, Jim Nightshade and Will Halloway,
and Mr. Dark, the sinister leader of the carnival.

What does the title 'Something Wicked This Way
Comes' mean?
The title, taken from Shakespeare’s Macbeth, suggests the arrival of evil or
dark forces, foreshadowing the sinister events in the story.

Why is 'Something Wicked This Way Comes' considered
a classic in fantasy literature?
It is considered a classic due to its masterful blend of horror and fantasy,
deep exploration of human emotions, and Ray Bradbury’s poetic writing style.

Additional Resources
1. Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury
This classic dark fantasy novel tells the story of two boys, Jim and Will,
who encounter a sinister traveling carnival that arrives in their small town.
The carnival, led by the mysterious Mr. Dark, brings eerie and supernatural
events that challenge the boys' courage and friendship. Bradbury’s poetic
prose explores themes of good versus evil, the loss of innocence, and the
passage of time.

2. Something Wicked by Carolyn Hart
In this suspenseful mystery, amateur sleuth Henrie O. Browne investigates a
series of eerie events linked to a traveling carnival. The story delves into
the darker side of human nature and the secrets people hide behind cheerful
facades. Hart’s blend of suspense and wit keeps readers guessing until the
very end.



3. The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
This enchanting novel centers around a magical competition between two young
illusionists within a mysterious, wandering circus that only opens at night.
The circus itself is a character, filled with fantastical tents and strange
wonders that captivate visitors. Themes of love, destiny, and the blurred
lines between reality and illusion are beautifully woven throughout the
narrative.

4. Freak Show by James St. James
Set against the backdrop of a carnival freak show, this novel explores the
lives of its performers who are often marginalized by society. It delves into
themes of identity, acceptance, and the concept of normalcy. The story
combines dark humor with poignant moments, making it both entertaining and
thought-provoking.

5. Carnival of Souls by Kirsten Beyer
A chilling tale about a woman who returns to her hometown only to find the
local carnival harboring sinister secrets. As she uncovers the truth behind
the carnival’s eerie attractions, she confronts dark forces threatening the
community. The novel blends horror and mystery, creating a haunting
atmosphere reminiscent of classic supernatural tales.

6. Something Wicked by Carolyn Jess-Cooke
This psychological thriller follows a woman haunted by her past as strange
and unsettling occurrences begin to unravel her life. The story explores
themes of trauma, memory, and the thin line between reality and madness.
Jess-Cooke’s gripping narrative keeps readers on edge with its twists and
dark emotional depth.

7. The Circus of Dr. Lao by Charles G. Finney
An imaginative fantasy about a mysterious circus that arrives in a small
town, featuring mythical creatures and magical spectacles. The circus
challenges the townspeople’s perceptions of reality and morality, prompting
introspection and change. Finney’s tale combines whimsy with philosophical
undertones, making it a timeless classic.

8. Something Wicked This Way Comes (Graphic Novel Adaptation) by Ray
Bradbury, adapted by Dave McKean
This graphic novel adaptation brings Bradbury’s eerie tale to life with
striking visuals and atmospheric artwork. The combination of text and
illustration enhances the dark and magical elements of the original story.
It’s a compelling way for new audiences to experience this haunting
narrative.

9. The Night Parade by Kathryn Tanquary
A young adult fantasy novel about a girl who must navigate the spirit world
during the annual Night Parade to save her family. The story is steeped in
Japanese folklore and filled with supernatural creatures and dark
enchantments. It explores themes of courage, tradition, and the battle
between light and darkness.
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