somewhere over the rainbow history

somewhere over the rainbow history traces the origins and cultural impact of one of the most
iconic songs in American music history. Originally composed for the 1939 film "The Wizard of Oz,"
this timeless piece has transcended generations, becoming a symbol of hope, dreams, and longing.
This article explores the song’s creation, its significance in the film, the artists who have interpreted
it over the years, and its enduring legacy in popular culture. Understanding the somewhere over the
rainbow history offers insights into how a simple melody became a powerful emotional anthem
worldwide. The following sections will delve into the song's background, musical composition,
notable performances, and influence on music and society.

e Origins and Creation of "Somewhere Over the Rainbow"
e The Song's Role in "The Wizard of Oz"

e Notable Performances and Covers

e Musical Analysis and Themes

e Cultural Impact and Legacy

Origins and Creation of "Somewhere Over the Rainbow"

Composition and Songwriters

The somewhere over the rainbow history begins with its composition by Harold Arlen, who wrote the
music, and E.Y. "Yip" Harburg, who penned the lyrics. The song was crafted specifically for the 1939
MGM film "The Wizard of Oz," adapted from L. Frank Baum’s novel. Arlen and Harburg collaborated
to create a melody and lyrics that would resonate with the film’s themes of hope and escapism. The
song's gentle, uplifting tune paired with poetic lyrics quickly set it apart from other film songs of the
era.

Initial Reception and Challenges

Upon its creation, "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" faced initial skepticism from MGM executives
who doubted its appeal to audiences. However, its inclusion in the film was ultimately secured,
largely due to the insistence of Judy Garland, the film's star. Garland’s heartfelt performance helped
the song gain immediate recognition. Despite concerns about its slow tempo and wistful tone in a
primarily upbeat film, it became the emotional centerpiece of the movie.



The Song's Role in "The Wizard of Oz"

Context Within the Film

In "The Wizard of Oz," "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" is sung by the character Dorothy Gale,
portrayed by Judy Garland, early in the story. The song expresses Dorothy’s longing for a better
place beyond her Kansas home, symbolizing her desire for escape and a hopeful future. This moment
sets the emotional tone for the entire film, establishing the central theme of dreams and yearning
that drives the narrative forward.

Impact on the Film’s Success

The powerful emotional resonance of "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" contributed significantly to
the film’s success. It provided a memorable and poignant moment that connected audiences deeply
with Dorothy’s character. The song’s inclusion helped elevate "The Wizard of Oz" from a simple
children’s story to a universally loved classic. It also garnered critical acclaim, eventually winning
the Academy Award for Best Original Song in 1940.

Notable Performances and Covers

Judy Garland’s Original Recording

Judy Garland’s original performance remains the definitive rendition of "Somewhere Over the
Rainbow." Her crystal-clear voice and emotional delivery captured the innocence and hope
embedded in the song’s lyrics. Garland’s recording helped the song reach a wide audience and has
been preserved as one of the greatest vocal performances in cinema history.

Popular Covers Through the Decades

Over the years, "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" has been covered by numerous artists across
various genres. These interpretations have contributed to the song’s longevity and ongoing
popularity. Some notable covers include:

e Israel Kamakawiwo‘ole’s 1993 ukulele medley combining "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" with
"What a Wonderful World," which brought the song to a new generation worldwide.

e Eva Cassidy’s soulful rendition, celebrated for its emotional intensity and vocal purity.

e Artists like Ariana Grande, Willie Nelson, and Rod Stewart, who have each brought unique
styles to the classic tune.



Musical Analysis and Themes

Melodic Structure and Composition

The melodic structure of "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" is characterized by its smooth, lilting
phrasing and wide vocal range. The melody moves primarily in stepwise motion with occasional
leaps that underscore the emotional highs within the song. The composition is set in the key of A-flat
major, which contributes to its warm and dreamy atmosphere. This musical framework supports the
lyrical theme of longing and hope.

Lyrics and Symbolism

The lyrics written by E.Y. Harburg employ vivid imagery and metaphorical language to convey a
sense of yearning for a better, more magical place. Phrases like "somewhere over the rainbow, way
up high" suggest an unreachable utopia, embodying the universal human desire for escape and
happiness. The rainbow itself symbolizes promise and optimism, themes that resonate deeply in the
context of the late 1930s, a period marked by economic hardship and global uncertainty.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

Influence on Popular Culture

The somewhere over the rainbow history is marked by its profound impact on popular culture. The
song has become synonymous with hope and dreams, frequently referenced in films, television
shows, and advertisements. It has also been used in various social and political movements as an
anthem of aspiration and resilience. Its presence in media continues to introduce new audiences to
its timeless message.

Recognition and Honors

Over the decades, "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" has received numerous accolades, including:

1. Winning the Academy Award for Best Original Song in 1940.
2. Being inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame.

3. Ranking highly on various lists of the greatest songs of all time by music critics and industry
organizations.

4. Continued performances at major events and inclusion in educational music programs
worldwide.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who originally wrote the song 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow'?

The song 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow' was written by composer Harold Arlen and lyricist Yip
Harburg for the 1939 film The Wizard of Oz.

Which artist first performed 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow' in
The Wizard of 0z?

Judy Garland was the first artist to perform '‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow' in her role as Dorothy
Gale in The Wizard of Oz.

When was 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow' first released?

‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow' was first released in 1939 as part of the soundtrack for The Wizard
of Oz.

What is the significance of 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow' in
American music history?

'‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow' is considered one of the greatest songs of the 20th century and is an
iconic symbol of hope and dreams in American music history.

How has 'Somewhere Over the Rainbow' been covered or
adapted over the years?

The song has been covered by numerous artists across various genres, including Israel
Kamakawiwo‘ole's famous ukulele medley with "What a Wonderful World," which brought renewed
popularity to the song.

What awards or recognitions has 'Somewhere Over the
Rainbow' received?

'‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow' was inducted into the Grammy Hall of Fame and ranked as the
number one movie song by the American Film Institute in 2004.

Additional Resources

1. Somewhere Over the Rainbow: The Creation and Legacy of a Timeless Song

This book explores the origins of "Somewhere Over the Rainbow," tracing its creation by Harold
Arlen and Yip Harburg for the 1939 film *The Wizard of Oz*. It delves into the cultural and historical
context of the song, highlighting its impact on American music and popular culture. The book also
examines how the song has been interpreted and reimagined across generations.



2. The Wizard of Oz and the Making of an American Classic

Focusing on the broader history of *The Wizard of Oz* film, this book details the production
challenges and triumphs behind the scenes. It places "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" within the
larger narrative of the movie’s development and success. Readers get insight into the casting,
filming, and reception of the film, as well as its lasting influence.

3. Harold Arlen: The Man Behind the Music

A comprehensive biography of Harold Arlen, the composer of "Somewhere Over the Rainbow," this
book covers his early life, musical career, and artistic achievements. It highlights his contribution to
American music and jazz, revealing how his unique style shaped some of the 20th century’s most
memorable songs. The story includes his collaboration with lyricist Yip Harburg.

4.Yip Harburg: The Lyricist Who Painted Rainbows

This biography focuses on Edgar "Yip" Harburg, the lyricist who penned the words to "Somewhere
Over the Rainbow." The book offers a detailed look at his life, political beliefs, and creative process.
It also discusses his work on *The Wizard of Oz* and his broader impact on American theater and
film music.

5. Rainbow’s End: The Cultural Impact of ‘'Somewhere Over the Rainbow’

This book examines how "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" transcended its origins to become a symbol
of hope, dreams, and resilience in various social and historical contexts. It covers the song’s use in
civil rights movements, wartime morale, and popular media. The analysis shows how the song
continues to inspire and unify diverse audiences worldwide.

6. From Kansas to Oz: The Historical Journey of a Song

Tracing the path of "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" from its initial conception to its global reach,
this book provides a historical narrative of the song’s journey. It discusses the influence of the Great
Depression and pre-WWII America on its themes. The book also highlights notable performances and
covers through the decades.

7. Over the Rainbow: Music, Memory, and Myth

This work explores the interplay between music and memory, using "Somewhere Over the Rainbow"
as a case study. It delves into how music can create and sustain cultural myths and collective
nostalgia. The author analyzes the song’s emotional resonance and its role in personal and public
memory.

8. Hollywood’s Golden Age and the Birth of ‘'Somewhere Over the Rainbow’

Set against the backdrop of 1930s Hollywood, this book details the film industry’s climate that gave
rise to iconic songs like "Somewhere Over the Rainbow." It explains how the studio system, star
power, and technological advances influenced the song’s production and dissemination. The book
also considers the song’s place in the era’s musical canon.

9. Over the Rainbow: The Song That Changed American Music

This book argues that "Somewhere Over the Rainbow" marked a turning point in American popular
music, blending elements of jazz, pop, and Broadway. It highlights the innovative composition and
heartfelt lyrics that set new standards for songwriting. The narrative includes interviews with
musicians and historians who discuss the song’s enduring legacy.
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